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No. 3465. EXCHANGE OF NOTESBETWEEN CANADA AND
ETHIOPIA CONSTITUTING A COMMERCIAL MODUS
VIVENDI1 TO REGULATE COMMERCIAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. ADDIS ABABA,
3 JUNE 1955

I

The Canadian GovernmentTrade Commissionerto the Vice Minister of Foreign
A ifairs 0/ Ethiopia

AddisAbaba,June3rd, 1955
Excellency,

I havethehonourto inform Your Excellencythat,with a viewto strengthening
the trading relationsbetweenour two countries, I havebeenauthorizedby the
Governmentof Canadato concludethe following commercial Modus Vivendi to
regulatecommercialrelationsbetweenCanadaandthe Empire of Ethiopia.

Article I

Articles, the growth,produceor manufactureof either countryimportedin theother
shall in no casebe subjectin mattersconcerningcustomsdutiesand subsidiarycharges,
or as regardsthe methodsof levying suchdutiesandthe rulesandformalitiesconnected
with importationandwith respectto thelawsandregulationsaffectingthe taxation,sale,
distributionor useof importedgoods,to any duties,taxesor chargesotheror higher,or
to anyrulesor formalitiesotheror moreburdensomethanthoseto which the like articles
the growth, produceor manufactureof any third foreign country areor may hereafter
be subject.

Article II

The advantagesnow accorded,or which may hereafter be accordedby Canada,
exclusivelyto membersof theBritish Commonwealthof Nations,includingtheirdependent
overseasterritories,andto the Republicof Ireland shall be exceptedfroni theoperation
of this agreement.

Article III

Eachcountry undertakesnot to establishdiscriminatory practiceswith respectto
theproductsof theothercountryin theapplicationof anyimport or exchangerestrictions

I Cameinto forceon 3Juno1955 by theexchangeof thesaidnotes.
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which it mayimpose,exceptfor thepurposeof safeguardingits externalfinancialposition

andbalance of payments.

Shouldeither country, underthe exceptionprovided above,imposediscriminatory
import andexchangerestrictions,suchrestrictionsshall be applied in sucha way

(a) as to avoid unnecessarydamageto the commercialeconomicinterestsof theother
country;

(b) asnot to result, directly or indirectly, in discriminationasbetweencountrieswhose
currenciesare or becomeconvertible into dollars.

Article IV

It is understoodthat thepresentNote and Your Excellency’s reply will constitute
an agreementbetweenthe two Governmentswhich shall comeinto force immediately
uponreceipt of Your Excellency’sNoteandwhich shall remainin force for oneyearand
automaticallythereaftersubject to termination by either Governmenton giving three
months’ prior notice.

Accept, Excellency, the assurancesof my highestconsideration.

M. R. M. DALE
CanadianGovernmentTradeCommissioner

II

The ViceMinister of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia to the Canadian
GovernmentTradeCommissioner

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
No. 59F3/29/4F

Addis Ababa, 3rd June, 1955
Sir,

On behalf of the Imperial Ethiopian Government, I have the honour to
acknowledgereceipt of your note of 3rd June,1955, andto declarethe full agree-

ment of the Imperial EthiopianGovernmentto the termsthereofreadingas fol-
lows

[Seenote I]

I avail myself of this opportunity to extendto you, Sir, the assuranceof my
highestconsideration.

B. D. OGBAGZY
M. R. M. Dale Esq.
CanadianGovernmentTrade Commissioner
Addis Ababa
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