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No. 3476. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND JAPAN FOR THE LOAN OF UNITED
STATES NAVAL VESSELSTO JAPAN. SIGNED AT
TOKYO, ON 14 MAY 1954

WHEREAS the Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand the Govern-
ment of Japanhaveconcludeda Mutual DefenseAssistanceAgreement; 2

WHEREAS the Governmentof Japanis desirousof obtaininga loan of certain
navalvesselsfrom the Governmentof the United Statesof America; and

WHEREAS the Governmentof the United Statesof America is preparedto
loan such navalvesselsto the Governmentof Japan;

The two Governmentshaveagreedas follows:

Article I

The Governmentof the United Statesof Americawill lend to the Government
of Japanandthe Governmentof Japanwill acceptfor the period and upon the
terms and conditionsstatedin this Agreement the vesselsidentified in listings
annexedheretoas Annex A,3 or which in the future may be annexedheretoby
agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the United Statesof America and the
Governmentof Japan.

Article II

The Governmentof Japanwill retainpossessionof such vesselsandwill use
themin accordancewith the provisionscontainedin the MutualDefenseAssistance
Agreementbetweenthe United Statesof America and Japan,signedat Tokyo
on March 8, 1954.2

Article III

This loan shallremain in effect for a periodof not more than five yearsafter
the date of delivery of the vesselsloaned under this Agreement. Six months
before the termination of this period, however, the two Governmentswill, if
requestedby the Governmentof Japan,consultas to the advisability and feasi-
bility of extendingthe loan for an additionalperiod to be mutually agreedupon,
but not to exceedfive years. The Governmentof the United Statesof America

Cameinto forceon 5 June1954 by thenotification to theGovernmentof theUnited States
of Americaby theGovernmentof Japanof theratification of the Agreementby Japan,in accor-
dancewith articleX.

United Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. 232, p. 169.
Seep. 294 of this volume.
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may, nevertheless,requestthe returnof any vesselloanedunder this Agreement
at an earlierdate if suchaction is necessitatedby its own defenserequirements,
in which event the Governmentof Japanwill promptly redeliver the vesselor
vesselsin accordancewith Article VIII of this Agreement.

Article IV

Each vessel, togetherwith its available on-board sparesand allowances,
including consumablestores and fuel, will be delivered to the Governmentof
Japanat suchplace and time as may be mutually agreedupon, the delivery to
be evidencedby adeliverycertificate. The Governmentof Japanshall havethe
use of all outfitting, equipment,appliances,fuel, consumablestoresandspareand
replacementpartson boardthe vesselsat the timeof their delivery.

Article V

While the Governmentof Japanmay place the vesselsunder its own flag,
the title to the vessels,and to the appurtenancesreferredto in Article IV of this
Agreement,except fuel, consumablestores,and spare and replacementparts,
shall remain in the Governmentof the United Statesof America. The Govern-
ment of Japanmay, for operationalpurposesand at its own expense,alter the
fittings of the vesselswithout affecting the title of the United Statesof America
to the vessels. The Governmentof Japanwill before the vesselsare returned
restore,at its own expense,any fittings so alteredto the specificationsto which
they correspondedbeforesuchalteration,unlessotherwiseagreed.

Article VI

The Governmentof Japanshallnot, without the consentof the Government
of the United Statesof America, relinquish physical possessionof the vessels,
equipment, outfitting, appliancesor spare and replacementparts on board or
discloseany plan,specification,or other informationpertainingtheretoto any one
not an officer, employee,or agentof the Governmentof Japan. TheGovernment
of Japanwill takesuchsecuritymeasureswith respectto the equipmenton board
the vesselsas would guaranteethe samedegreeof security and protectionas pro.-
vided in the United Statesof America.

Article VII

The Governmentof Japanrenouncesall claims which may ariseagainstthe

Governmentof the United Statesof America in connectionwith the transfer,
useor operationof the vessels,andwill hold the Governmentof the UnitedStates
of Americaharmlessfrom any claim assertedby third partiesin suchconnection.
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Articles VIII

Upon expirationor termination of the loan as providedin Article III of this
Agreement,the vesselsunlesslost, shall be redeliveredat a place and time to be
specifiedby the Governmentof the United Statesof America in substantially
the samecondition, except for fair wear and tear or for damagecausedthrough
action by an aggressorforce, as they were when transferredto the Government
of Japan. Any appurtenancesof the types enumeratedin Article IV of this
Agreementon board the vesselsat the time of redelivery shall, if they are not
alreadythe propertyof the United Statesof America,becomethe propertyof the
United Statesof America. Shouldany of the vesselsbe damagedor lost through
actionby anaggressorforce,the Governmentof Japanwill beexemptfrom liability
for suchdamageor loss. Shouldany of thevesselssustaindamagefrom any cause,
such as in the opinion of the Governmentof Japanrendersit a total loss, the
Governmentof Japanshall consultwith the Governmentof the United Statesof
Americabefore declaringit a total loss. If any of the vesselsis lost from causes
otherthan through actionby an aggressorforce, or if it is not in substantiallythe
sameconditionat the time of redelivery as it waswhen originally transferredand
such condition is not the result of damagecausedthrough actionby an aggressor
force or dueto normalwear andtear, the Governmentof Japanagreesto pay the
Governmentof the United Statesof America fair and reasonablecompensation
as may be agreedupon.

Article IX

The two Governmentswill makenecessaryarrangementsfor the execution
of this Agreement.

Article X

This Agreementshall comeinto force on the dateof receipt by the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof Americaof a written noticefrom the Governmentof
Japanof ratification of the Agreementby Japan.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the representativesof the two Governments,duly
authorizedfor the purpose, havesigned this Agreement.

DONE in duplicate, in the English and Japaneselanguages,both equally
authentic, at Tokyo, this fourteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred
fifty-four.

FortheGovernmentof the UnitedStatesof America:
JohnM. ALLISON

[SEAL]

For the Governmentof Japan:
KatsuoOKAZAKI

[SEAL]
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ANNEX A

List of vesselsto be loaned to the Governmentof Japanin accordancewith the
provisions of the Agreement for the Loan of United StatesNaval Vesselsto Japan,
dated May 14th, 1954,1 between the Government of the United States of America and
the Government of Japan.

Item
Number Category Type

1 Destroyer 1,600-ton type
2 Destroyer 1,600-tontype
3 Destroyer-Escort Diesel electric tandem type
4 Destroyer-Escort Diesel electric tandem type

1 Seep. 288 of this volume.
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PROC~S.-VERBAL’RELATING TO THE AGREEMENT OF
14 MAY 19542 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND JAPAN FOR THE LOAN OF UNITED
STATES NAVAL VESSELS TO JAPAN. SIGNED AT
TOKYO, ON 18 JANUARY 1955

The undersigned,duly authorizedby their respective Governments,have
agreedthis day to annexthe additional list attachedheretoto the Agreementfor
the Loan of United StatesNaval Vesselsto Japansignedat Tokyo on May 14,
19542 in accordancewith the provisionsof Article I of the Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF they havesigned this Procès-Verbal.

DONE at Tokyo, in duplicate in the English and Japaneselanguages,this
18th day of January, 1955.

Forthe Governmentof theUnitedStatesof America:
J. GrahamPARSONS

[SEAL]

For the Governmentof Japan:
K. OKAZAKI

[SEAL]

ANNEX A-2

Additional list of vesselsto be loaned to the Governmentof Japanin accordance
with the provisions of the Agreement for the Loan of United States Naval Vessels to
Japan,dated May 14, 1954, betweenthe Governmentof the United Statesof America
and the Governmentof Japan.

Item
Number Category Type

5 Submarine 1,700-ton type
6 Minesweeper USS Condor (AMS—5)
7 Minesweeper USS Firecrest (AMS—lO)
8 Minesweeper USS Heron (AMS—l8)
9 Minesweeper USS Osprey (AMS-28)

10 Minesweeper USS Pelican (AMS—32)
11 Minesweeper IJSS Swallow (AMS—36)
12 Minesweeper USS Chatterer(AMS—40)

1 Cameinto forceon 18 January1955by signature.
~ Seep. 288of this volume.
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