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No. 3498. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE PARTIESTO THE
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY2 FOR CO-OPERATION
REGARDING ATOMIC INFORMATION. SIGNED AT
PARIS, ON 22 JUNE 1955

PREAMBLE

The Parties to the North Atlantic Treaty, signed at Washingtonon 4th
April, 1949,2

Recognisingthat their mutual securityand defencerequires that they be
preparedto meetthe contingenciesof atomic warfare, and

Recognising that their common interests will be advancedby making
available to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation information pertinent
thereto, and

Taking into considerationthe United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954,
which was preparedwith thesepurposesin mind,

Acting on their own behalf and on behalf of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation,

Agree as follows

Article I

1. While the North Atlantic Treaty Organisationcontinues to make
substantialand material contributions to the common defence efforts, the
United Stateswill from time to time make available to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation,including its civil and military agenciesand commands,
atomic information which the Governmentof the United Statesof America
deemsnecessaryto
(a) the developmentof defenceplans;
(b) the training of personnelin the employmentof and defenceaglinst atomic

weapons;and
(c) the evaluationof the capabilities of potential enemiesin the employment

of atomic weapons.

‘Came into force on 29 March 1956, in accordancewith articleVI. Notificationsthat they
are bound by thetermsof theAgreementwere receivedfrom thefollowing Statesby the Govern-
ment of the UnitedStatesof America on the datesindicated
Belgium 21 November1955 Luxembourg . . . 23 July 1955
Canada 30August 1955 Netherlands 4 January 1956
Denmark 30 November1955 Norway 6 December1955
France 14 November1955 Portugal 2 December1955
FederalRepublicof Ger- Turkey 29 March 1956

many 6 December1955 United Kingdom of
Greece 2 December1955 Great Britain and
Iceland 16 January 1956 Northern Ireland . . 21 October 1955
Italy 23 September1955 UnitedStatesof America 28 December1955

‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 34, p. 243; Vol. 126, p. 350, and Vol. 243, p. 308.
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2. As usedin this Agreementso far as concernsinformation provided
by theUnitedStates,“atomic information” meansRestrictedData,asdefinedin
Section11 r of the United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954,which is permitted
to be communicatedpursuantto the provisionsof Section 144 b of that Act,
and information relatingprimarily to the military utilisation of atomicweapons
which has beenremovedfrom the RestrictedDatacategoryin accordancewith
the provisionsof Section 142 d of the United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954.

3. All transfersby the Governmentof the United Statesof America of
atomic information will be made in compliance with the provisions of the
United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954, and subsequentapplicable United
Stateslegislation. Under this Agreementtherewill be no transfersof atomic
weaponsor specialnuclearmaterial, as theseterms are definedin Section 11 d
andSection11 t of theUnited StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954. (TheSections
of the United StatesAtomic EnergyAct of 1954 referredto in paragraphs2 and
3 of this Article areattached.1)

Article II

1. Atomic information which is transferredto the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisationwill be made available through the channelsnow existing for
providing classifiedmilitary informationto the North Atlantic Treaty Organisa-
tion.

2. Only those personswithin the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
whosedutiesrequireaccessto atomic information maybe the original recipients
of suchinformation. Atomic information will be authorisedfor dissemination
within the North Atlantic Treaty Organisationonly to personswhose North
Atlantic Treaty Organisationresponsibilitiesrequire them to have accessto
such information. Information will not be transferredby the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisationto unauthorisedpersonsor beyondthe jurisdiction of that
Organisation. The Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Americamaystipulate
the degreeto which any of the categoriesof information madeavailable by it
may be disseminated,may specify the categoriesof personswho may have
accessto such information, and may impose such other restrictions on the
disseminationof information as it deemsnecessary.

Article III

1. Atomic information will be accordedfull security protection under
applicable North Atlantic Treaty Organisation regulations and procedures,
and, where applicable,national legislation and regulations. In no case will

‘See p. 14 of this volume.
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recipientsmaintainsecuritystandardsfor the safeguardingof atomicinformation
lower than thoseset forth in the pertinentNorth Atlantic Treaty Organisation
security regulationsin effect on the date this Agreementcomesinto force.

Article IV

1. Atomic information which is transferredby the Governmentof the
United Statesof America pursuantto Article I of this Agreementshall be
usedexclusivelyfor the preparationof and in implementationof North Atlantic
Treaty Organisationdefenceplans.

2. The North Atlantic Treaty Organisationwill from time to time render
reportsto the Governmentof the United Statesof America of the use which
has beenmadeof the information. Thesereportswill containpertinent infor-
mation requestedby the Governmentof the United Statesof America and
will in particular contain a list of the personspossessingcertain categoriesof
information, in accordancewith the provisions of paragraph2 of Article II,
and a list of the documentswhich havebeen transferred.

Article V

1. ThePartiesto the North Atlantic Treaty,other than the United States,
will, to the extentthat they deemnecessary,makeavailableto the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisationinformationin the samecategoriesas maybe madeavailable
by the United StatesunderArticle I of this Agreement. Any suchinformation
will be suppliedon the sameor similar conditionsas thosewhich apply under
this Agreementwith respectto the United States.

Article VI

1. The Agreementshall enterinto force upon notification to the United
Statesby all Partiesto the North Atlantic Treaty that they are bound by the
terms of the Agreement.

2. If any other State becomesa Party to the North Atlantic Treaty no
information made available to the North Atlantic Treaty Organisationunder
this Agreementwill be provided to any personwho is a national of, or who
is employed by, the new Party to the North Atlantic Treaty until the new
Party has notified the Governmentof the United Statesof America that it is
boundby the termsof this Agreement,and,upon suchnotification, this Agree-
ment will enterinto force for the new Party.

3. The Governmentof the United Statesof America will inform all
Partiesto the North Atlantic Treaty of the entry into force of this Agreement
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underparagraph1 of this Article and of eachnotification receivedunderpara-
graph2 of this Article.

4. This Agreementshall be valid as long as the North Atlantic Treaty
is in force.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersignedRepresentativeshave signed the
presentAgreementon behalfof their respectiveStates,membersof the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation, and on behalf of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation.

DONE at Paris this 22nd day of June, 1955, in the English and French
languages,both texts being equally authoritative, in a single original which
shall be depositedin the Archives of the Governmentof the United Statesof
America. The Governmentof the United Statesof America shall transmit
certified copies thereofto all the signatory andaccedingStates.

No. 3498
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For the Kingdom of Belgium: Pour le Royaumede Belgique:

André DE STAERCKE

For Canada: Pourle Canada:

L. D. WILGRESS

For the Kingdom of Denmark: Pourle Royaumede Danemark:

Anton VESTBIRK

For France: PourIa France:

AlexandrePARODI

For the FederalRepublicof Ger- Pour la République Fédérale d’Alle-
many: magne:

Herbert BLANKENHORN

For the Kingdom of Greece: Pourle Royaumede Grèce:

D. NICOLAREIZIS

For Iceland: PourI’Islande

Hoerdur BELGASON

For Italy: Pourl’Italie

Adolfo ALESSANDRINI

No. 3498
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For the Grand-Duchyof Luxem- Pour le Grand-Duché de Luxem-
bourg: bourg:

N. HOMMEL

For the Kingdom of the Netherlands: Pour le RoyaumedesPays-Bas:

A. W. L. TJARDA v~STARKENBORGH S.

Forthe Kingdom of Norway: Pourle Royaumede Norvege

Arne GTJNNENG

For Portugal: Pour le Portugal:

TOVAR

For Turkey: Pour Ia Turc1uie:

M. A. TINEY

For the United Kingdom of Great Pour le Royaume-Unide Grande-Bre-
Britain andNorthern Ireland: tagneet d’ Irlande du Nord:

Christopher STEEL

For the United Statesof America: Pour les Etats-Unisd’Amerique:

Geo. W. PERKINS

N~3498
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ANNEX

SECTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY ACT OF 1954
REFERREDTO IN THE AGREEMENT FOR CO-OPERATIONREGARD-
1MG ATOMIC INFORMATION

Section11

DEFINITIONS

Section11 d:

“d. The term ‘atomic weapon’meansany deviceutilizing atomic energyexclusive
of themeansfor transportingor propellingthedevice(wheresuchmeansis aseparable
anddivisible partof thedevice),theprincipalpurposeof whichis for useasor for develop-
ment of, aweapon,aweaponprototype,or a weapontestdevice.”

Section11 r:

“r. Theterm‘RestrictedData’meansall dataconcerning: (1) design,manufacture,
or utilization of atomic weapons;(2) the productionof special nuclear material; or
(3) theuseof specialnuclearmaterial in theproductionof energy,but shall not include
data declassifiedor removedfrom the RestrictedData categorypursuantto Section
142.”

Section11 t:

“t. The term ‘specialnuclear material’ means(I) plutonium, uraniumenriched
in the isotope233 or in the isotope235,and any other materialwhich the Commission,
pursuantto the provisionsof section 51, determinesto be specialnuclear material,
but does not includesourcematerial; or (2) any materialartificially enrichedby any of
the foregoing, but doesnot include sourcematerial.”

Section142

CLASSIFICATION AND DECLASSIFICATION OF RESTRICTED DATA

Section142 d:

“d. The Commissionshall removefrom the RestrictedDatacategorysuchdata
as the Commissionand the Departmentof Defensejointly determinerelatesprimarily
to themilitary utilization of atomic weaponsandwhich the CommissionandDepartment
of Defensejointly determinecan be adequatelysafeguardedas defenseinformation:
provided, however, that no such data so removedfrom the RestrictedData category
shall be transmittedor otherwisemadeavailable to any nation or regional defenseor-
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ganization,while suchdataremainsdefenseinformation,exceptpursuantto anagreement
for co-operationenteredinto in accordancewith sub-section144 b.”

Section144

INTERNATIONAL Co-oPERATIoN

Section144 b

“b. ThePresident [of theUnitedStatesof America]mayauthorizetheDepartment
of Defense,with the assistanceof the [Atomic Energy] Commission,to co-operate
with anothernation or with a regional defenseorganizationto which the United States
is a party, andto communicateto that nation or organizationsuchRestrictedDataas
is necessaryto

“(1) thedevelopmentof defenseplans;
“(2) thetrainingof personnelin theemploymentof anddefenseagainstatomic weapons;

and
“(3) theevaluationof thecapabilitiesof potentialenemiesin theemploymentof atomic

weapons,

while suchothernationor organizationis participatingwith theUnited Statespursuant
to aninternationalarrangementby substantialandmaterial contributionsto themutual
defenseandsecurity:
Provided,however,That no suchco-operationshall involve communicationof Restricted
Data relating to the designor fabrication of atomic weaponsexcept with regard to
externalcharacteristics,including size, weight,andshape,yields andeffects,andsystems
employedin thedelivery or use thereofbut not including any data in thesecategories
unlessin thejoint judgmentof the [Atomic Energy] Commissionand the Department
of Defensesuchdata will not reveal important information concerningthe designor
fabrication of the nuclear componentsof an atomic weapon: And provided further,
Thattheco-operationis undertakenpursuantto an agreemententeredinto in accordance
with Section 123.”
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