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No. 3502. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA CONCERNING
THE EXTENSION OF THE BAHAMAS LONG RANGE
PROVING GROUND BY THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
ADDITIONAL SITES IN ASCENSIONISLAND. SIGNED
AT WASHINGTON, ON 25 JUNE 1956

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and the Governmentof the United Statesof America,

Taking into account the Agreementsigned at Washingtonon July 21,
1950,2betweenthe Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the Governmentof the United Statesof America,with
the concurrenceof the Governmentof the BahamaIslands, concerningthe
Long RangeProvingGroundfor guidedmissilesto be known as The Bahamas
Long RangeProving Ground, consistingof a Main Baseand LaunchingArea
in the vicinity of Cape Canaveral,Florida, United Statesof America, and of
a Flight Testing Range, extendingto the south-eastfrom the LaunchingArea
throughthe BahamaIslandsand the watersadjacentthereto,and agreements
for the extensionof the said ProvingGround;8

Reaffirmingtheir decision that the said Proving Ground should be used
by the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and the Governmentof the United Statesof America for testing the
flight of guided missiles and associatedequipmentand for training with such
missilesandequipment;

Desiring that the limits of the said Proving Ground should be further
extendedto include the territory of AscensionIsland and the watersadjacent
thereto; and that the provisions set forth below for that purposeshould be
fulfilled in aspirit of goodneighbourlinessbetweenthe Governmentsconcerned,
and that details of their practical application should be arrangedby friendly
co-operation,

Have agreedas follows:

Came into force on 25 June 1956, as from the date of signature,in accordancewith ar-
ticle XXVI.

2 United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 97, p. 193, and Vol. 218, p. 384.

Seefootnote 3, p. 60 of this volume.
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Article I

DEFINITIONS

For the purposesof this Agreement:

(1) “ RangeArea” meansthat part of the Long RangeProving Ground
which lies within the territory of AscensionIsland, including the territorial
watersthereof.

(2) “ United Statesauthorities” meansthe authority or authorities from
time to time authorisedor designated,by the Governmentof the United States
of America, for the purposeof exercisingthe powersin relation to which the
expressionis used.

(3) “ United States Forces” means the Armed Forces of the United
Statesof America,and “ memberof the UnitedStatesForces“ meansa member
of thoseforceswho is entitled to wearthe uniform thereof.

(4) “ National of the United States” meansa citizen of the United States
or a personwho, thoughnot a citizen of the United States,owes allegianceto
the United States.

(5) “ British national” means any British subject or Commonwealth
citizen or any British protectedperson, but shallnot include a personwho is
both a.British national and a memberof the United StatesForces.

(6) “ Local alien” meansa person,notbeing a British national,a member
of the United StatesForcesor a nationalof the United States,who is ordinarily
residentin AscensionIsland.

(7) “ Sites” meansthe Sites providedunder Article IV of this Agreement
so long as they are so provided.

Article II

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF RIGHTS

(I) Subjectto the provisionsof this Article, the Governmentof the United
Statesof America shall havethe right in the RangeArea

(a) to launch, fly and land guided missiles;

(b) to establish,maintain and use an instrumentationand a communica-
tions systemincluding radar, radio, land lines and submarinecablesfor opera-
tional purposesin connexionwith the Long RangeProving Ground;

(c) to operatesuch vesselsand aircraft as may be necessaryfor purposes
connecteddirectly with the operationof the Long RangeProving Ground.

(2) No wireless station, submarinecable, land line or other installation
shall be establishedby the United Statesauthorities within the Range Area
except at suchplaceor placesas may be agreedbetweenthe ContractingGov-
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ernments,provided that such agreementshall not be required in respectof
any wireless station, submarinecable, land line or other installationto beestab-
lished within a Site.

(3) No submarinecable, wireless station, land line or other installation
shall be establishedor usedby the United Statesauthoritieswithin the Range
Area otherwise than for the purpose of operating the Long RangeProving
Ground. Any submarinecable,wirelessstation, land line or other installation
establishedin connexionwith the Long RangeProving Ground shall be sited
and operatedin such a way that it will not causeinterferencewith established
civil communications.

(4) When submarinecablesestablishedin accordancewith paragraph(1)
of this Article are no longer requiredfor the purposeof this Agreement,their
disposalor furtheruse shall be subjectto consultationbetweenthe Contracting
Governmentsand, in the absenceof agreement,they shall be removedby and
at the expenseof the Governmentof the United Statesof America.

(5) The use of radio frequencies,powers and band widths, for radio
services(including radar),underany of the provisionsof this Agreement,shall
be subject to the prior concurrenceof the senior British representativeposted
to the Long RangeProving Ground.

(6) The ContractingGovernmentsshall, in consultationwith the Govern-
ment of Saint Helena,take all reasonableprecautionsagainstpossibledanger
and damageresultingfrom operationsunderthis Agreementin the RangeArea.

(7) The rightsgrantedto the Governmentof the United Statesof America
by this Article shall not be exercisedunreasonablyor so as to interferewith
or to prejudice the safetyof navigation, aviation or communicationwithin the
Long RangeProving Ground and the rights so grantedshall be exercisedin
the spirit of the last paragraphof the Preamble.

Article III

RIGHTS OF WAY

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, shall, after consultationwith the Governmentof SaintHelena,provide
to the Governmentof the United Statesof America suchrights of way as may
beagreedto benecessaryfor the operationof the Long RangeProvingGround.
The cost of acquisitionof any right of way over privatepropertyshall be borne
by the Contracting Governmentsin such proportionsas are agreedbetween
them.
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Article IV

PRovIsION OF SITES

(1) The Governmentof the United Kingdom shall, after consultation
with the Governmentof SaintHelena,provideso longasthis Agreementremains
in force suchSites for the purposeof the operationof the Long RangeProving
Groundasmaybe agreedbetweenthe ContractingGovernmentsto benecessary
for that purpose. The cost of acquisition of private property or of rights
affecting private property, to enable any Site to be provided, shall be borne
by the Contracting Governmentsin such proportions as are agreedbetween
them. When it is agreedbetweenthe ContractingGovernmentsthat any Site
providedunderthis Article is no longernecessaryfor thepurposeof the operation
of the Long RangeProving Ground,the Governmentof the United Kingdom
shall be entitled to ceaseto provide the Site for that purpose.

(2) Access to the Sites shall not be permitted to personsnot officially
connectedwith the Long RangeProving Ground exceptwith the consentof
the senior British representativeposted to the Long RangeProving Ground
and the senior memberof the United StatesArmed Forcesdetailed to the
said Proving Ground.

Article V
JURISDICTION

(1) The Governmentof the United Statesof America shall havethe right
to exercisethe following jurisdiction over offences committed in Ascension
Island:

(a) Where the accusedis a memberof the United StatesForces,

(i) if a state of war exists, exclusive jurisdiction over all offences wherever
committed;

(ii) if a stateof war doesnot exist, exclusivejurisdiction oversecurityoffences
wherevercommittedand United Statesinterest offencescommittedinside
the Sites;concurrentjurisdiction overall otheroffenceswherevercommitted.

(b) Where the accusedis a British national or a local alien and a civil
court of the United Statesis sitting in AscensionIsland,
(i) if a stateof war exists,exclusivejurisdiction, and
(ii) if a stateof war doesnot exist, concurrentjurisdiction,
over securityoffencescommittedinside the Sites,

(c) Where the accusedis not a memberof the United StatesForces, a
British national or a local alien, but is a personsubject to the United States
Uniform Code of Military Justice,
(i) if astateof warexists,exclusivejurisdictionoversecurityoffencescommitted

inside the Sites and United Statesinterestoffencescommitted inside the
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Sites; concurrentjurisdiction over all otheroffenceswherevercommitted;

(ii) if a state of war does not exist and thereis no civil court of the United
States sitting in Ascension Island, exclusive jurisdiction over security
offenceswhich are not punishableunder the law of AscensionIsland;
concurrentjurisdiction over all otheroffenceswherevercommitted;

(iii) if a stateof war does not exist and a civil court of the United Statesis
sitting in AscensionIsland, exclusivejurisdiction over security offences
committedinside the Sites; concurrentjurisdiction over all other offences
wherevercommitted.

(d) Where the accusedis not a memberof the United States Forces, a
British nationalor a local alien,and is not a personsubjectto the United States
Uniform Code of Military Justice, and a civil court of the United States is
sitting in AscensionIsland, exclusivejurisdiction over security offencescom-
mitted inside the Sites;concurrentjurisdiction overall otheroffencescommitted
inside the Sites and, if a stateof war exists, over securityoffencescommitted
outsidethe Sites.

(2) Wherever, under paragraph(1) of this Article, the Governmentof
the United Statesof America has the right to exerciseexclusivejurisdiction
over security offencescommitted inside the Sites, such right shall extendto
securityoffencescommittedoutsidethe Sites which are not punishableunder
the law of AscensionIsland.

(3) In every casein which underthis Article theGovernmentof the United
Statesof America has the right to exercisejurisdiction and the accusedis a
British national, a local alien or, being neither a British national nor a local
alien, is not a personsubject to the United StatesUniform Code of Military
Justice,suchjurisdiction shallbe exercisableonly by a civil court of the United
Statessitting in AscensionIsland.

(4) In every casein which underthis Article the Governmentof the United
Statesof Americahas the right to exerciseexclusivejurisdiction, the following
provisionsshall haveeffect:

(a) The United Statesauthorities shall inform the Governmentof Saint
Helena as soon as is practicablewhether or not they elect to exercisesuch
jurisdiction over any allegedoffenceswhich may be brought to their attention
by the competentauthoritiesof AscensionIslandor in any other casein which
the United Statesauthorities are requestedby the competentauthorities of
AscensionIsland to furnish suchinformation.

No. 3502



102 United Nations— Treaty Series 1956

(b) If the United Statesauthorities electto exercisesuchjurisdiction, the
accusedshall be brought to trial accordingly,and the courts of Saint Helena
or of AscensionIsland shallnot exercisejurisdiction except in aid of a court
or authority of the United States,as requiredor permittedby the law of Saint
Helenaor the law of the AscensionIsland, as the casemay be.

(c) If the United Statesauthoritieselectnot to exercisesuchjurisdiction,
and if it shall be agreed betweenthe Governmentof Saint Helena and the
United Statesauthorities that the allegedoffender shall be brought to trial,
nothing in this Article shall affect the exerciseof jurisdiction by the courts of
Saint Helenaor of AscensionIsland in the case.

(5) In every casein which underthis Article the Governmentof the United
Statesof Americahasthe right to exerciseconcurrentjurisdiction, the following
provisionsshall haveeffect

(a) The case shall be tried by such court as may be arrangedbetween
the Governmentof Saint Helenaandthe United Statesauthorities.

(b) Where the offence is within the jurisdiction of a civil court of Saint
Helenaor of AscensionIsland and of a civil court of the United States,trial
by one shall exclude trial by the other.

(6) Notwithstandinganything containedelsewherein this Article, when a
stateof war exists in which the Governmentof the United Kingdom is, and
the Governmentof the United Statesof America is not, engaged,then in any
case in which the Governmentof the United Statesof America would, but
for this paragraph,have exclusivejurisdiction, that jurisdiction shall be con-
current in respectof any of the following offencesagainst any part of Her
Majesty’s dominionscommitted outsidethe Sites or, if not punishableby the
Governmentof the United Statesof America in AscensionIsland, inside the
Sites

(a) treason;

(b) any offenceof the nature of sabotageor espionageor againstany law
relatingto official secrets;

(c) any other offence relating to operationsin Ascension Island of the
Governmentof any part of Her Majesty’s dominions, or to the safetyof Her
Majesty’snaval, military or air basesor establishmentor any part thereofor of
any equipmentor other propertyof any such Governmentin AscensionIsland.

(7) Nothingin this Article shallgive the Governmentof the United States
of Americathe right to exercisejurisdictionoveramemberof a United Kingdom,
Colonial or British Commonwealtharmed force, except that, if a civil court
of the United Statesis sitting in AscensionIslandand a stateof war doesnot
existor a stateof war existsin which the Governmentof the United Statesof
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America is, and the Governmentof the United Kingdom is not, engaged,the
Governmentof the United Statesof America shall havethe right, where the
accusedis a memberof any such force, to exercise concurrentjurisdiction
over securityoffencescommittedinside the Sites.

(8) Nothing in this Article shall affect the jurisdiction of a civil court of
Saint Helenaor of AscensionIslandexceptas expresslyprovidedin this Article.

(9) In this Article the following expressionsshall havethe meaninghereby
assignedto them:

(a) “ Security offence” meansany of the following offencesagainst the
Governmentof the United Statesof America and punishableunder the law
of the United Statesof America

(i) treason;
(ii) anyoffenceof thenatureof sabotageor espionageor againstany law relating

to official secrets;
(iii) any otheroffencerelatingto operationsin AscensionIslandof the Govern-

ment of the United Statesof America under this Agreement,or to the
safetyof anyequipmentor otherpropertyof the Governmentof the United
Statesof America in AscensionIsland under this Agreement.

(b) “ Stateof war” meansa stateof actual hostilities in which either the
Governmentof the United Kingdom or the Governmentof the United States
of America is engagedand which has not been formally terminated, as by
surrender.

(c) “ United Statesinterestoffence” meansan offencewhich (excluding
the general interest of the Governmentof Saint Helena in the maintenance
of law andorderin AscensionIsland)is solelyagainstthe interestsof the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof Americaor againstany person(not being a British
national or local alien) or property(not being propertyof a British national or
local alien) presentin AscensionIslandby reasononly of serviceor employment
in connexionwith the construction,maintenance,operationor defenceof the
Long RangeProving Ground.

Article VI

SECURITY LEGISLATION

The Governmentof Saint Helenawill take such steps as may from time
to time be agreedto be necessarywith a view to the enactmentof legislation
to ensure the adequatesecurity and protectionof the Sites and United States
equipmentand other property and the operationsof the United Statesunder
this Agreement,andthe punishmentof personswho may contraveneany laws
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or regulationsmadefor that purpose. The Governmentof Saint Helenawill
also from time to time consultwith the United Statesauthoritiesin order that
the laws and regulationsof the United Statesof America and of Ascension
Island in relationto suchmattersmay,so far ascircumstancespermit, besimilar
in character.

Article VII

ARREST AND SERVICE OF PROCESS

(1) No arrestof a personwho is a memberof the United StatesForcesor
who is a national of the United Statessubject to the United StatesUniform
Code of Military Justice shall be madeand no process,civil or criminal, shall
be served on any such personwithin the Sites exceptwith the permissionof
the CommandingOfficer in chargeof the United StatesForces in such Sites;
but should the CommandingOfficer refuseto grant such permissionhe shall
(except where,under Article V, jurisdiction is to be exercisedby the United
Statesor is not exercisableby the courtsof SaintHelenaor of AscensionIsland)
forthwith take the necessarystepsto arrest the personchargedand surrender
him to the appropriateauthority of AscensionIsland or to servesuch process,
as the casemay be, and to provide for the attendanceof the server of such
processbefore the appropriatecourt of Saint Helena or of AscensionIsland
or procure such serverto make the necessaryaffidavit or declarationto prove
suchservice.

(2) In caseswherethe courts of the United Stateshavejurisdiction under
Article V, the Governmentof Saint Helena will on request give reciprocal
facilities asregardsthe serviceof processandthe arrestandsurrenderof persons
charged.

(3) In this Article the expression“ process” includesany processby way
of summons,subpoena,warrant, writ or other judicial documentfor securing
the attendanceof a witness or a party, or for the production of any documents
or exhibits, required in any proceedings,civil or criminal.

Article VIII

RIGHT OF AUDIENCE

(I) In casesin which a memberof the United StatesForcesis a party to
civil or criminal proceedingsin any court of SaintHelenaor of AscensionIsland
by reasonof someallegedact or omissionarising out of or in the courseof his
official duty, United Statescounsel(authorisedto practise before the courtsof
the United States)shallhavethe right of audience,providedthat suchcounsel
is in the serviceof the Governmentof the United Statesof America and ap-
pointedfor thatpurposeeithergenerallyor speciallyby theappropriateauthority.
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(2) In casesin which a British nationalor a local alien is a partyto criminal
proceedingsin a court of the United Statessitting in AscensionIsland, counsel
authorisedto practisebefore the courtsof Saint Helenaor of AscensionIsland
shall havethe right of audience.

Article IX

SURRENDER OF PERSONS CHARGED

Where a personchargedwith an offence which falls to be dealt with by
the courtsof SaintHelenaor of AscensionIslandis in a Site, or apersoncharged
with an offence which falls underArticle V to be dealt with by courts of the
United Statesis in AscensionIsland but outside a Site, such personshall be
surrenderedto the Governmentof SaintHelenaor to the United Statesauthori-
ties, as the casemay be,in accordancewith specialarrangementsmadebetween
that Governmentandthoseauthorities.

Article X

PUBLIC SERVICES

The Governmentof the United Statesof America shall havethe right to
employ and use all utilities, servicesand facilities, harbours,roads, highways,
bridges, viaducts, canalsand similar channelsof transportationin Ascension
Islandandbelongingto or controlledor regulatedby or on behalfof the Govern-
ment of Saint Helena or the Governmentof the United Kingdom on such
conditionsas shall be agreedbetweenthe Contracting Governments.

Article XI

SHIPPING AND AVIATION

(1) TheGovernmentof the United Statesof Americamayplaceor establish
in the Sitesandthe territorial watersadjacentthereto,or in the vicinity thereof,
lights and other aids to navigation of vesselsand aircraft necessaryfor the
operationsof the Long RangeProving Ground. Such lights and other aids
shall conformto the systemin usein AscensionIsland. The position, charac-
teristics and any alterationsthereof shall be determinedin consultationwith
the appropriateauthority in Saint Helenaor AscensionIsland and the senior
British representativepostedto the Long RangeProving Ground.

(2) United Statespublic vesselsoperatedby the Army, Navy, Air Force,
Coast Guardor the Coastand GeodeticSurvey boundto or departingfrom a
Site shall not be subjectto compulsorypilotage in AscensionIsland, If a pilot
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is taken, pilotage shall be paid for at appropriaterates. Such United States
public vesselsshallhavesuchexemptionfrom light andharbourduesin Ascen-
sion Island asshall be agreedbetweenthe ContractingGovernments.

(3) Commercial aircraft shall not be authorisedto operatefrom any of
the Sites (save in case of emergencyor for strictly military purposesunder
supervisionof the Army, Navy or Air ForceDepartments)exceptin accordance
with the provision of any agreementfor the time being in force betweenthe
Governmentof the United Kingdom andthe Governmentof the United States
of America.

Article XII

IMMIGRATION

(1) The immigration laws of AscensionIsland shall not operateor apply
so as to preventadmissioninto AscensionIsland,for the purposesof thisAgree-
ment,of any memberof the UnitedStatesForcespostedto a Site or anyperson
(not being a nationalof a Powerat warwith Her MajestyThe Queen)employed
by, or under a contractwith, either the Governmentof the United Statesof
Americaor a contractorof that Government,in connexionwith the establish-
ment, maintenanceor use of the Long RangeProving Ground, or his wife or
minor children; but suitablearrangementsshallbe madeby the United States
to enablesuchpersonsto be readily identified andtheir statusto be established.

(2) If the statusof any person within Ascension Island and admitted
thereto under the foregoingparagraphshall be altered so that he would no
longer be entitled to such admission,the United Statesauthoritiesshallnotify
the Governmentof Saint Helenaandshall, if suchpersonbe requiredto leave
AscensionIsland by that Government,be responsiblefor providing him with
a passagefrom AscensionIsland within a reasonabletime, and shall in the
meantimepreventhis becominga public responsibility of Saint Helena.

Article XIII

MOTOR VEHICLE TAXES

No tax or fee shall be payablein respectof registrationor licensing for
usein AscensionIsland of motorvehiclesbelongingto the Governmentof the
United Statesof America and usedfor purposesconnecteddirectly with the
establishment,maintenance,or use of the Long RangeProving Ground.
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Article XIV

CUSTOMS DUTIES AND OTHER TAXES ON GOODS

(I) No import, excise, consumptionor other tax, duty or impost shallbe
chargedon:

(a) material, equipment,suppliesof goodsfor use in the establishment,
maintenanceor useof the Long RangeProvingGroundconsignedto, or destined
for, the United Statesauthoritiesor a contractor;

(b) goodsfor use or consumptionaboard United Statespublic vesselsor
aircraft of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard or Coastand Geodetic
Survey;

(c) goodsconsignedto the United Statesauthorities or to a contractorof
the United Statesfor the use of institutions under the control of the United
Statesauthoritiesor United Statescontractorsknown asPostExchanges,Navy
Exchanges,CommissaryStores,ServiceClubs,Contractors’Messesand Recrea-
tional Facilities, or for sale thereatto membersof the United StatesForces,
civilian employeesof the United Statesor contractors’employees,beingnationals
of the United Statesandemployedin connexionwith the Long RangeProving
Ground, or membersof their families residentwith them andnot engagedin
any businessor occupationin AscensionIsland;

(d) the personal belongings or household effects, provided that such
belongingsor effectsaccompanythe owner or are imported either (i) within a
periodbeginning 60 days before and ending 120 days after the owner’s arrival
or (ii) within a periodof 6 monthsimmediatelyfollowing his arrival, of persons
referredto in sub-paragraph(c) of this Article and of contractorsand their
employeesbeing nationalsof the United Statesemployedin the establishment,
maintenanceor useof theLong RangeProving Groundandpresentin Ascension
Island by reasononly of such employment.

(e) Goodsfor consumptionandgoods(other thanpersonalbelongingsand
household effects) acquired after first arrival, including gifts, consignedto
membersof the UnitedStatesForcesor civilian employeesof the United States
being nationalsof the United Statesandemployedin connexionwith the Long
RangeProving Ground or membersof their families residentwith them and
not engagedin any businessor occupationin AscensionIsland provided that
suchgoodsare

(i) of the UnitedStatesorigin if the Governmentof AscensionIslandso require,
and

(ii) importedfor the personaluseof the recipient.

(2) No export tax shall be chargedon the material, equipment,supplies
or goodsmentionedin paragraph(1) in the eventof re-shipmentfrom Ascension
Island.
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(3) This Article shallapply notwithstandingthat the material, equipment,
suppliesor goodspassthrough other partsof AscensionIsland en route to or
from a Site.

(4) The United Statesauthorities shall do all in their power to prevent
any abuseof customsprivileges and shall take administrativemeasures,which
shall be shown and explainedto the appropriatelocal authorities, to prevent
the disposal,whether by resaleor otherwise,of goodswhich are usedor sold
under paragraph(1) (c), or imported under paragraph(1) (d) or (e), of this
Article, to personsnot entitled to buy goods at the institutions referredto in
the said paragraph(1) (c) or not entitled to free importation under the said
paragraph(1) (d) or (e). There shall be co-operationbetweenthe United
Statesauthorities and the Governmentof Saint Helenato this end, both in
preventionandin investigationof casesof abuse.

Article XV

TAXATION

(1) No member of the United StatesForcesor national of the United
States,servingor employedin AscensionIsland in connexionwith the establish-
ment, maintenanceor use of the Long RangeProving Ground, and residing
in AscensionIsland by reasononly of such employment,or his wife or minor
children,shallbe liable to pay incometax in AscensionIslandexceptin respect
of income derivedfrom AscensionIsland.

(2) No such personshallbe liable to pay in AscensionIslandany poll tax
or similar tax on his person,or anytax on ownershipor useof propertywhich
is within a Site, or situatedoutsideAscensionIsland.

(3) No personordinarily residentin the United Statesshall be liable to
pay income tax in AscensionIsland in respectof any profits derivedundera
contractmadein the United Stateswith the Governmentof the United States
of America in connexionwith the establishment,maintenanceor use of the
Long RangeProving Ground, or any tax in the nature of a licence in respect
of any serviceor work for the Governmentof the United Statesof America
in connexionwith the establishment,maintenanceor use of the Long Range
Proving Ground.

Article XVI

POSTAL FACILITIES

The Governmentof the United Statesof Americashall havethe right to
establishUnited StatesMilitary Post Offices in the Sites for the exclusiveuse
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of the United StatesForces,and civilian personnel(including contractorsand
their employees)who are nationalsof the United Statesand employedin con-
nexionwith the establishment,maintenanceor useof the Long RangeProving
Groundandthe familiesof suchpersonsfor postalservicesbetweenthe United
StatesMilitary PostOffices so establishedandother United StatesPost Offices.

Article XVII

HEALTH MEASURES IN THE VICINITY OF THE SITES

The Governmentof the United Statesof America shallhavethe right, in
collaborationwith the Governmentof Saint Helena, and, where necessary,
with any local authority concerned,to exercise,without other consideration
than adequateand effective compensationto be paid by the Governmentof
theUnited Statesof Americato privateownersor occupiers,if any, suchpowers
as such Governmentand local authority may possessof entering upon any
propertyin the vicinity of the Sites for thepurposeof inspection,andof taking
any necessarymeasuresto improve sanitationand protecthealth.

Article XVIII

REMOVAL OF PROPERTY

(1) The title to any property placed on the Sites (including property
affixed to the realty) and provided by the Governmentof the United Statesof
America for the purposesof this Agreementshall remain in the Government
of the United Statesof America.

(2) At any time before the termination of this Agreementor within a
reasonabletime thereafter,suchpropertymay, at the discretionof the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof America,be:

(a) relocatedwithin the Sites, or
(b) removedtherefrom,or
(c) disposedof while on a Site on the condition (unlessotherwiseagreed

betweenthe Governmentof Saint Helenaand the United Statesauthorities)
that it shall forthwith be removedtherefrom.

(3) Any ground from which such property is so removed shall, if the
Governmentof Saint Helenaso require, be restoredas far as possibleto its
presentcondition by the Governmentof the United Statesof America.

(4) The Governmentof the United Statesof Americawill not, in Ascension

Island, disposeof any suchproperty:

(a) without the consentof the Governmentof Saint Helena,or
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(b) without offering the property for sale to that Government, if such
offer is consistentwith laws of the United Statesof America then in effect, or

(c) before the expiration of such period, not being less than 120 days
after the dateof suchoffer, as may be reasonablein the circumstances.

(5) Suchproperty may be exportedby the United Statesauthoritiesfree
from any licence,export tax, duty or impost.

(6) Any such property not removedor disposedof as aforesaidwithin a
reasonabletime after the termination of this Agreement, shall becomethe
propertyof the Governmentof SaintHelena.

Article XIX

RIGHTS TO BE RESTRICTED TO THE PURPOSESOF THE AGREEMENT

Neitherthe Governmentof the United Statesof Americanor the United
Statesauthoritiesshallexerciseany rightsgrantedby this Agreement,or permit
the exercisethereof, exceptfor the purposesspecifiedin this Agreement.

Article XX

RIGHTS NOT TO BE ASSIGNED

Neither the Governmentof the United Statesof Americanor the United
Statesauthorities shall assignor part with any of the rights grantedby this
Agreement.

Article XXI

LIAISON

TheseniorBritish representativepostedto the Long RangeProvingGround
andthe seniormemberof the United StatesArmed Forcesdetailedto the said
ProvingGroundshalljointly decidethe detailsof theexecutionof this Agreement
in its application to specific situations, in the best interestsof all concerned.
The said senior British representativeshall be responsiblefor undertaking
negotiationswith the Governmentof Saint Helenain this connexion.

Article XXII

CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION

(1) The Governmentof the United Statesof America undertakesto pay
adequateand effective compensation,which shall not be less than the sum
payableunder the law of AscensionIsland, andto indemnify the Government
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of the United Kingdom and the Governmentof Saint Helena and all other
authorities,corporationsand personsin respectof valid claims arising out of:

(a) the deathor injury of any person, except personsemployed by the
Governmentof theUnited Kingdomin connexionwith the Long RangeProving
Ground, resultingfrom the establishment,maintenanceor use by the Govern-
ment of the UnitedStatesof Americaof theextensionof the Long RangeProving
Ground effected by this Agreement;

(b) damageto property resulting from any action of the Governmentof
the UnitedStatesof America in connexionwith the establishment,maintenance
or use of the extensionof the Long RangeProving Groundeffected by this
Agreement;

(c) the acquisitionof privatepropertyor of rights affectingprivateproperty
(other than such property or rights acquiredunder Article III or Article IV)
to enableany rights of the Governmentof the United Statesof Americaunder
this Agreement to be exercised.

(2) Compensationpayableundersub-paragraph(1) (c) of this Article shall
be assessedin accordancewith the law of AscensionIsland.

(3) For the purposeof this Article the law of AscensionIsland shall be
the law in force at the time of the signatureof this Agreement,provided that
any subsequentalterationof the said law shall haveeffect if the Contracting
Governmentsso agree.

Article XXIII

FREEDOM FROM RENTS AND CHARGES

Exceptas providedin Articles XVII andXXII the Sitesshallbe provided,
and the rights of the Governmentof the United Statesof Americaunder this
Agreementshallbe madeavailable,freefrom all rent andchargesto the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof America.

Article XXIV

MODIFICATION OF THE AGREEMENT

Modification of this Agreementshall be consideredby the Contracting
Governmentsin the light of any modification of the Agreementbetweenthe
Governmentsof the United Kingdomandthe UnitedStatesof America relating
to the Basesleasedto the United Statesof AmericadatedMarch27,1941,1which
may be madeunder Article XXVIII of that Agreement.

‘See footnote 1, p. 88 of this volume.
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Article XXV

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT

(1) The Governmentof the United Statesof Americaandthe Government
of Saint Helenarespectivelywill do all in their power to assisteachother in
giving full effect to the provisions of this Agreementaccording to its tenor
and will takeall appropriatestepsto that end.

(2) During the periodfor which this Agreementremainsin force, no laws
of AscensionIsland which would derogatefrom or prejudiceany of the rights
conferredon the Governmentof theUnited Statesof Americaby this Agreement
shall be applicable within the RangeArea, savewith the concurrenceof the
Governmentof the United Statesof America.

Article XXVI

FINAL PROVISIONS

This Agreementshall come into force on the dateof signatureand shall
continuein force until July 20, 1975, andthereafteruntil one year from the
day on which either Contracting Governmentshall give notice to the other
of its intention to terminatethe Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedthereto by
their respectiveGovernments,havesigned this Agreement.

DONE at Washington,in duplicate, this twenty-fifth day of June, 1956.

FortheGovernmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain
andNorthern Ireland:

Roger MAKINS

For the Government of the United States of America:
JohnFoster DULLES
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