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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 3508. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN BELGIUM AND THE FED-
ERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY FOR THE MUTUAL
ABOLITION OF PASSPORTS. BRUSSELS,26 JULY 1956

I

EMBASSY OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
524-02

Brussels,26 July 1956

Your Excellency,

With referenceto the conversationswhich took placeon 7 and 8 June1956
at Brusselsandto the recommendationof the Council of Europethat movement
betweencountriesshould be facilitated, I havethe honour to inform you that
my Governmentwishes to make the following proposalsto the Royal Belgian
Governmentconcerningthe abolition of passportsandvisas for travel between
our countries.

Article 1

1. Whatevertheir countryof residence,Belgian nationalsmay enteror leave the
FederalRepublicof Germanywithoutavisaatall theauthorizedfrontierpoints,provided
that they hold a valid nationalpassportor seaman’srecordbook, or oneof the following
documents:
(a) A Belgian identity card issuedor renewedafter3 June1952;
(b) An alien’sidentity card issuedby the competentauthoritiesof the GrandDuchy of

Luxembourg,France,Switzerland,thePrincipalityof Liechtensteinor thePrincipal-
ity of Monaco,which showsthat the holder is of Belgian nationality;

(c) A registrationcard issuedby a Belgian diplomator consularrepresentativein the
Netherlands;

(d) A child’s identity or registrationcertificate, issuedby the competentauthoritiesof
the communeor by a Belgian diplomatic or consularrepresentative.

2. The exemptionfrom visa and passportrequirementsspecifiedin the preceding
paragraph(1) shall not apply to Belgian nationalsproceedingto the FederalRepublic
of Germanywith the intention of engagingin a gainful occupationin that country.

Article 2

1. Whatevertheir country of residence,Germannationals within the meaning
of the Constitutionof the FederalRepublic of Germanymay enteror leave Belgium
withouta visaat all theauthorizedfrontierpoints,providedthat theyholda valid national

‘Came into force on 5 August 1956, in accordancewith the termsof thesaid letters.
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passport,a child’s travel certificateor asailor’s recordbook of the FederalRepublicof
Germany, or an identity card of the FederalRepublic of Germany (Personalausweis
der BundesrepublikDeutschland).

2. The exemptionfrom visa andpassportrequirementsspecifiedin thepreceding
paragraph(1) shall not applyto Germannationalsproceedingto Belgium with theinten-
tion of remaining for more than three consecutivemonths or engagingin a gainful
occupation in that country.

Article 3

The foregoing provisions shall not affect the regulationsregardingthe sojourn of
aliens.

Article 4

ThepresentAgreementshall not limit the right of theBelgian andGermanauthori-
tiesto refuseadmissionto or to expel any personwhom theymay considerundesirable
for reasonsof securityor public order.

Article 5

Eachof the two Governmentsmay, for reasonsof securityor public order, suspend
theapplicationof thepresentAgreement. Noticeof suchsuspensionshall betransmitted
without delay to theother Governmentthroughthediplomaticchannel.

Article 6

The presentAgreementshall applyto West Berlin, unlesswithin aperiodof three
monthsafter its entry into force, the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germany
notifies the Belgian Governmentto the contrary.

Article 7

Eachof the two Governmentsmay at any time denouncethe presentAgreement
on giving threemonthsnotice.

Article 8

The regulationsgoverningentry into the BelgianCongo and Ruanda-Urundishall
not be affectedby thepresentarrangement.

Article 9

ThepresentAgreementrendersinoperativetheagreementconcludedby theexchange
of notesof 19 December1953’ concerningtheabolition of visa requirements,without
prejudice to the supplementaryagreementconcludedby the exchangeof notesof 28
September1954 and 1 October l954~concerningthe abolition of visa requirements
for the nationals of either of the two countriespermanentlyresident in the territory
of theother country.

‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 185, p. 277.
2 United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 201, p. 385.
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If the Belgian Governmentis preparedto acceptthe foregoingprovisions
proposedby the Governmentof the FederalRepublicof Germany,its favourable
reply to the presentnote shallbe deemedto confirm an arrangementbetween
the two Governmentsto comply with this Agreement,which shall enter into
force on 5 August 1956.

I havethe honour to be, etc.

C. F. OPHULS
His ExcellencyMr. Paul-HenriSpaak
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Brussels

II

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND FOREIGN TRADE

GENERAL DIRECTORATE C.
Bureau6 P.

No. 2202/Pr/Allemagne
26 July 1956

Your Excellency,

With referenceto your letter of today’s date, Ref: 524-02, I have the
honour to inform you that the Belgian Government,also desirousof facilitating
the movementof personsbetweenBelgium and the FederalRepublic of Ger-
many, is ready to concludewith the Governmentof the FederalRepublic of
Germany, on a basis of reciprocity, an agreementcontaining the following
provisions:

[Seeletter I]

Your letter and the presentreply shall be regardedas placing on record
the Agreement concludedbetween our two Governments,which shall enter
into force on 5 August 1956.

I havethe honour to be, etc.

The Minister of ForeignAffairs

(Signed) P. H. SPAAK
His ExcellencyMr. C. F. Ophuls
Ambassadorof the FederalRepublic of Germany
Brussels

No 3508


