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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 3509. PROTOCOL1 BETWEEN BELGIUM, THE GRAND-
DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG AND THE NETHERLANDS

CONCERNING COMMERCIAL POLICY. SIGNED AT
LUXEMBOURG, ON 9 DECEMBER 1953

The Governmentsof the Netherlands,Belgium and Luxembourghave
agreedon the following provisions:

Article 1

With a view to achievingclosereconomicco-operation,the threeGovern-
mentsshalladopt andpursuein their economicrelationswith other countriesa
common policy governingforeign trade and payments.

This commonpolicy governingforeigntradeandpaymentsshallbe accom-
panied,in the domesticfield andwithout prejudiceto theprovisionsof article 7
of the presentProtocol, by a removalof all quotarestrictionson the movement
of goods, regardlessof the countryof origin or export, and on the exchangeof
servicesbetweenthe three countries.

Article 2

The commoncommercialpolicy shall be designedto developto the fullest
extentpossiblethe exchangeof goodsand serviceswith other countries,taking
into account the international agreementsto which the three countriesarc
partiesand the monetaryposition of the three countriesas a whole in relation
to other countries.

The objectivesof this policy can bestbeattainedif the principle of freedom
in the exchangeof goodsand servicesis observedequallyby the threecountries
in their relationswith othercountriesand by other countries in their relations
with the threecountries.

If thepolicy of free tradepursuedby the threeGovernments,in the manner
indicatedin the precedingparagraph,shouldfail to meetwith adequateresponse
from some countries, appropriate measuresshall be introduced by mutual
agreementwith a view to encouragingthe exchangeof goodsand serviceswith
the countries concerned.

1 Cameinto force on 18 August 1956, the date of thedeposit of thethird instrumentof rati-
fication, in accordancewith article 8. The instrumentsof ratification were depositedwith the
BelgianGovernmentasfollows: Belgium, 9 July 1956; Luxembourg,24 July 1954; Netherlands,
18 August 1956. This Protocol is not applicable to the Territories of the Belgian Congo and
Ruanda-Urundi,or to the Netherlandsoverseasterritories.
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Article 3

ThethreeGovernmentsundertake,in so far asmaybe possible,to negotiate
andconcludejoint commercialagreements,with correspondingjoint or parallel
paymentsagreements,on the understandingthat this common policy shall be
carried into effectwithin a period not exceedingtwo years.

The quotasto be establishedin the aforementionedagreementsfor either
imports or exportsshall be joint quotas,except in the caseof productswhich
may not be freely exchangedbetweenthe threecountries.

The Committee of Ministers establishedpursuant to article 12 of the
Protocolconcerningthe Co-ordinationof EconomicandSocialPolicies,signedat
The Hague on 24 July 1953,may authorizeexceptionsto theaboverules.

Article 4

The Governmentsshall consultone anotherregardingthe measuresthey
proposeto introduceto encourageexports.

Article 5

The Governmentsagreeto co-ordinatethe currencyand paymentsregu-
lationsin the threecountries,in orderto ensurethat the nationalsof any of the
threecountriesarenotplaced,by virtue of suchregulations,in amorefavourable
competitive position than the nationals of the other two countries.

Article 6

With respectto internationalorganizationsand conferencesdealing with
foreign trade and internationalpayments, the three Governmentsshall co-
ordinatetheir policy in order to adopta common attitude.

Article 7

The Committee of Ministers establishedpursuantto article 12 of the
Protocolconcerningthe Co-ordinationof Economicand Social Policies, signed
at The Hague on 24 July 1953, shall lay down the principles of the common
commercialpolicy mentionedin articles1 to 6 inclusive andshall determinethe
means of carrying it into effect. The Committee shall also determine the
exceptionsto the free movementof goods and the free exchangeof services
betweenthe territoriesof the threecountries,with due regardto existingProto-
cols and other arrangements.

Article 8

The presentProtocolshall be ratified and the instrumentsof ratification
shall be depositedwith the Governmentof Belgium.
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The presentProtocolshallenterinto force on the dateof the depositof the
third instrument of ratification.

The presentProtocolis concludedfor an indefinite period. It may only
be denouncedafterthe expiry of oneyear andthe noticeof denunciationshall
only becomeeffective one year after the dateof service. However, no Party
shall havethe right to denouncetheProtocoluntil the Committeeof Ministers
has had an opportunityto considerany difficulties that may havearisenandto
seeka solutionenablingthe Protocolto remainin force.

It is understoodthat the aforesaidperiod shall be subjectto the existence
of the Agreementon the establishmentof a EuropeanPaymentsUnion.

If this Agreementis terminated,or if its applicationis suspendedor terminat-
ed with regardto the Belgium-LuxembourgEconomicUnion and/orthe Nether-
lands, the three countriesshall immediately áonsultone anotherwith a view to
introducingthe necessarymodificationsin the presentProtocoland devisinga
system of paymentsoffering satisfactory possibilities of settlement between
themselvesand with other countries.

If this systemcannotbe introducedwithin threemonthsfrom the dateon
which the EuropeanPaymentsUnion Agreementceasesto be applicable,the
presentProtocolshall automaticallyceaseto haveeffect on the expiry of that
period.

Article 9

The applicationof the presentProtocol is limited to the territories of the
three countries in Europe.

However,eachpartnerreservestheright to insertin theagreementsmention-
ed in article 3 of the Protocol clausesconcerningthe overseascountries or
territories to which it is linked by individual political, economicor monetary
arrangements.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the undersignedrepresentatives,duly authorized for
that purpose,havesigned the presentProtocol.

DONE at Luxembourg, on 9 December1953, in triplicate, in the French
and Dutch languages,both texts being equally authentic.

For the Governmentof Belgium:
P. VAN ZEELAND

Forthe Governmentof Luxembourg:
BECH

For the Governmentof the Netherlands:
J. LUNS
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