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No. 3510. SPECIAL AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE COUN-
CIL OF EUROPE AND FRANCE RELATING TO THE
SEAT OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE. SIGNED AT
PARIS, ON 2 SEPTEMBER 1949

The Council of Europe and the Governmentof the French Republic;
Desiring to concludean agreementin fulfilment of Articles 11 and40 (b) of

the Statuteof the Council of Europe;2

Having regardto the GeneralAgreementon Privileges and Immunities
signedbetweenthe MemberStatesof the Council of Europeon September2nd,
1949, at Paris;

Have appointedastheir representatives,
The Council of Europe:

MonsieurJ.-C.Paris,Secretary-General
and

TheGovernmentof the FrenchRepublic:
Monsieur R. Schuman,Minister for Foreign Affairs,

who have agreed as follows

Article 1

Exceptasotherwiseprovidedin this Agreementor in the GeneralAgreement
on Privileges and Immunities, Frenchlaw shall apply within the premisesand
buildingsof the Council of Europeat its seat.

Article 2

The Councilof Europemayissueregulationsapplicablewithin its buildings
and premisesfor the purposeof the fulfilment of its objects.

Article 3

Thebuildingsandpremisesof the Councilare inviolable. Frenchpolice or
officials shallnot enterthe said buildings and premisesin the exerciceof their
dutiesexceptwith the consentof, andin the conditionsagreedby, the Secretary-
General.

Without prejudiceto the provisionsof the GeneralAgreementon Privileges
andImmunities, the Council shallensurethat the buildingsandpremisesof the
Council shall not become the refuge either of personsattempting to evade
arrestundera warrantissuedby the Frenchauthoritiesor of personsseekingto
avoid the executionof legal process.

1 Cameinto force on 28 November1949by anexchangeof notes,in accordancewith article 11.
UnitedNations, TreatySeries,Vol. 87, p. 103; Vol. 100, p. 302, and Vol. 196, p. 347.
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Article 4

The Council may expel from, or excludefrom entry into, its buildings and
premisesany person,eitherfor violation of regulationsadoptedunderArticle 2,
or for any other reason.

Article 5

The Frenchauthoritiesshallnot interferewith the accessto the seatof the
Council of:

(a) representativesof Membres on the Committee or on the Assembly or
officials of theCouncil or the familiesof thesepersons;

(b) expertscarrying out missionson behalfof the Council:
(c) representativesof the press,radio, cinemaandall otherinformation services

who are properly accredited and provided with valid travel documents
recognizedby the Council in agreementwith the FrenchGovernmentor

(d) otherpersonsinvited by the Council to assistits work.

Article 6

Suchvisas as may be necessaryfor thejourneysof the personsmentioned
in Article 5 shallbe grantedas quickly as possible.

The provisionsof Article 5 shall notpreventthe applicationof the French
regulationsregardingthe residenceof aliensto any of the personsmentionedin
the said Article who haveabusedthe privilegesprovidedfor by that Article by
engagingin Frenchterritory in undesirableactivities unconnectedwith their
official dutiesor, in the caseof the personsreferredto in para.(c)of that Article,
havecommittedactsincompatiblewith the loyalty which theyoweto the Council
to which they are accreditedor with the code of honour of the professionto
which they belong.

Article 7

The competentFrenchauthoritiesshall station outsidethe buildings and
premisesof the Council of Europesufficient police for their protection.

On the requestof the Secretary-General,the competentFrenchauthorities
shallfurnishsufficientpoliceto maintainorder insidethesebuildingsandpremises
in accordancewith the requirementsof the Secretary-General.

Article 8

For the purposeof facilitating the application of the provisions of this
Agreement the Secretary-Generalmay conclude detailed agreementsdirect
with the competentFrenchauthorities.
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Article 9

TheCouncil of Europeshall be responsiblefor any damageto the buildings

and furniture placed temporarily at its disposalby the French Government.

Article 10

In thepresentAgreementthe expression”buildingsandpremises“includes
the buildings and the grounds,courtyardsandgardensattachedtheretowhich
areusedby the Council, whetherthe Council is the owneror tenantthereofor
occupiesthem without payment.

Article 11

The presentAgreementshall be brought into force by an Exchangeof
Notes betweenthe Secretary-General,duly authorisedtheretoby a resolution
of the Committeeof Ministers, anda representativeof the FrenchGovernment,
duly empoweredfor this purpose. Certified copiesof this Exchangeof Notes
shall be transmittedto Members.

IN WITNESS WHEREOFthe respectiverepresentativeshavesignedthe present
Agreement.

DONE at Paris, this 2nd day of September1949.

For the Government For the Council
of the FrenchRepublic: of Europe:

SCHUMAN J. C. PARIS
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