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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 3524. AGREEMENT’ BETWEENBELGIUM, THE GRAND
DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG AND THE NETHERLANDS
SETTING UP A BENELUX INTER-PARLIAMENTARY
ADVISORY COUNCIL. SIGNED AT BRUSSELS, ON
5 NOVEMBER 1955

His Majestythe King of the Belgians,

Her Royal Highnessthe GrandDuchessof Luxembourg,

Her Majesty the Queenof the Netherlands,

Desiring to strengthenthe bondsbetweentheir Statesand in particular to
bring aboutregularco-operationbetweenthe threeParliaments,

Have decidedto concludean agreementto that effectand havedesignatedas

their plenipotentiaries
His Majesty the King of the Belgians

His ExcellencyMr. P. H. Spaak,Ministerof Foreign Affairs;

Her Royal Highnessthe GrandDuchessof Luxembourg:

His Excellency Mr. Lambert Schaus,AmbassadorExtraordinary and
Plenipotentiaryof the GrandDuchy of Luxembourgat Brussels;

Her Majestythe Queenof the Netherlands

His Excellency Baron B. Ph. van Harinxma thoe Slooten, Ambassador
ExtraordinaryandPlenipotentiaryof the Netherlandsat Brussels,

Who, havingcommunicatedto eachothertheir full powers,found in goodand
dueform, haveagreedon the following provisions:

Article 1

There shall be set up a Benelux Inter-ParliamentaryAdvisory Council,
hereinafterreferredto as the “Council”.

The Council shall be composedof forty-nine members,of whom twenty-one
shall be chosenfrom amongthe membershipof andbe appointedby the Belgian
Parliament,twenty-onechosenfrom amongthe membershipof and appointedby
theNetherlandsParliament,andsevenchosenfrom amongthe membershipof and
appointedby the LuxembourgParliament.

1 Cameinto force on 9 September1956, in accordancewith articlc 12, the instrumentsof
ratification having been depositedwith the Belgian Governmenton 4 July 1956 by Belgium,
on 3 July 1956 by Luxembourgandon 8 September1956 by theNetherlands. This Agreement
is not applicableto the territories of theBelgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi.
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Article 2

The Council shallmeetoncea year.

It shall,in addition,meetwithin a reasonabletime at the requestof the Presi-
dentwheneverthe Governmentsof the threeStatesjointly desirea meeting.

A meeting of the Council shall also be called by the Presidentwhenevera
majority of themembersso desire.

Article 3

The Council may deliberateon andmay, in the form of recommendationsor
otherwise, submit its opinions to the three Governmentsconcerning matters
directly relatingto

The establishmentand operation of an economic union among the three
Governments;

Closerculturalrelationsamongthe threeStates
Co-operationamongthe three Statesin the field of foreign policy
The unification of law in the threeStates.

By joint agreementamongthe threeGovernments,theCouncil may deliberate
on andexpressopinions,in the form of recommendationsor otherwise,concerning
othermattersof common interest.

Article 4

TheCouncil shalleachyear receivea joint reportfrom the threeGovernments
on the mattersreferredto in article3. This reportshall be published.

The Governmentsmay by joint agreementconsult the Council on
(1) Draft conventionsamongthe threeStatesrelating to the mattersreferredto

in article3, before the conventionsaresigned
(2) Other mattersof commoninterest.

Article 5

Decisionsof the Council embodyinganopinion in the form of arecommenda-
tion or otherwiseshall be madeby a two-thirds majority of the membersvoting.

Otherdecisionsof the Council shallbe madeby a majority of votes.

Article 6

The Council’s agendashall be determinedby the Council within the limits of
this agreement.

Article 7

Membersof the threeGovernmentsor other personsdesignatedby oneof the
Governmentsmay attendthe meetingsof the Council andshall be allowedto speak
thereif they so desire. Theymay beassistedby official or otheradvisersdesignat-
edby them.
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Article 8

The Council shall decidewhether its meetingsshall be held in public or in
private.

Discussionandvoting shalltakeplacein privateif oneof theGovernmentsso
desires.

Article 9

The Council shall establishits own rules of procedure. Theseshall contain
provisionsspecifyingthe place or placeswherethe meetingsareto be held.

Article 10

The Council shall appoint its own President. It shall appoint its own Secre-
tary. It may set up specialcommitteesfrom its own membership.

The rulesof proceduremay containdetailedprovisionsin this regard.

Article 11

FrenchandDutch shall be the official languagesof the Council.

Article 12

This Agreementshall be ratified, andthe instrumentsof ratification shall be
depositedwith the Belgian Government.

It shallcomeinto forceon the dayfollowing thedepositof thethird instrument
of ratification.

It shall be concludedfor an indefinite periodbut may be terminatedby one
of the three Governmentstwo yearsafter its entry into force, and, thereafterat
anytime on six months’ notice.

The applicationof this agreementis limited to the territory of eachof the
threeStatesin Europe.

IN WITNE5S WHEREOF the above-mentionedplenipotentiarieshavesigned this
agreementandhavetheretoaffixed their seal.

DONE at Brusselson 5 November 1955 in triplicate in the FrenchandDutch

languages,both textsbeing equallyauthentic.

For Belgium:
P. H. SPAAK

For the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
L. SCHAUS

For the Netherlands
B. Ph. VAN HARINXMA THOE SLOOTEN
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