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No. 3553. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE NETHERLANDS RELATING TO A
SPECIAL FACILITIES ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. THE
HAGUE, 29 APRIL 1955

I

The AmericanAmbassadorto the NetherlandsMinisterfor Foreign Affairs
and the Minister WithoutPortfolio

AMERICAN EMBASSY

No. 447
TheHague,April 29, 1955

Excellencies

I havethe honor to refer to recentdiscussionsbetweenrepresentativesof
our two Governmentsconcerninga specialprogramof facilitiesassistanceby the
Governmentof the United Statesof Americato the Governmentof the Kingdom
of the Netherlandsto be carried out in accordancewith the principles and
conditionsset forth in the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAgreementbetweenour
two Governments,datedJanuary27, 1950,2assupplementedby an exchangeof
notesdatedJanuary8, 1952,~andsuchotherapplicableagreementsas maybe in
forcebetweenour two Governments. Thepurposeof this programis to increase
the capacityin the Netherlandsto produce,maintainor repair ammunitionand
ammunitioncomponents(including propellantsandexplosives),suchincreased
capacitybeing urgently neededfor the mutual defenseof the North Atlantic
Treaty4 countries.

As a resultof thesediscussions,thefollowing understandingswerearrivedat:

(1) The Governmentof the Kingdomof the Netherlandsundertakesthat in con-
nection with the facilities assistanceto be furnishedby the United States:

(a) It will not discriminatein the sale of ammunitionand ammunition components
produced,maintainedor repairedin facilities for which the Governmentof the
United Stateshasprovided assistance,or in the chargesfor servicesin connection

‘Came into force provisionallyon 29 April 1955 and definitively on 1 July 1955, thedate on
whichthe Embassyof the UnitedStateswas notified thattheapprovalconstitutionallyrequiredin
theNetherlandshadbeenobtained,in accordancewith the termsof thesaidnotes.

‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 80, p. 219,
‘United Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. 179, p. 175.
~UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 34, p. 243; Vol. 126, p. 350, andVol. 243.
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therewith, againstany other North Atlantic Treaty country in terms of the price
charged,the qualitymadeavailable,or delivery dates.

(b) It will maintaintheadditional facilitiesmadeavailablethroughUnited Statesassist-
anceso that theywill be in a condition to produce,maintainor repairammunition
and ammunition componentspromptly when they may be required; but pending
suchtime, equipmentfurnishedby the United Statesandsuch additional facilities
may be usedfor other purposes,providedsuchusewill not interferewith the ready
availability of suchequipmentandfacilities for theproduction,maintenanceor repair
of ammunition andammunition components.

(c) It will furnish all of the land, buildings,equipment,materialsandservicesrequired
for the additional facilities, except for the equipmentand technicaladvice to be
furnishedby theGovernmentof theUnited States,andwill takewhatevermeasures
arerequiredto accomplishthe increasein facilities envisagedin theprogram.

(2) It is mutually understoodthat theappropriationof funds by theUnited States
Congressfor theFacilities AssistanceProgramwas for the purposeof assistingin the
creationof anetadditionto Europeanammunitionandammunitioncomponentsproduc-
tion, maintenanceor repaircapacity. In furtheranceof this purpose,the Government
of the Kingdom of the Netherlandsundertakesthat, in addition to the new facilities
providedfor hereunder,it will maintainor causeto be maintainedin useablecondition
atotalcapacityfor theproduction,maintenanceor repairof ammunitionandammunition
components,which shall not be lessthan the aggregatenow existing and that already
programmedfor constructionin theNetherlandsunderpublic ownership. The Govern-
ment of the Kingdom of the Netherlandswill, in addition, undertaketo assurethat
privateindustryreceivingassistanceundertheFacilitiesAssistanceProgramwill maintain
in useablecondition its existingandprogrammedcapacityfor ammunitionandammuni-
tion componentproduction,maintenanceor repair. The Governmentof theKingdom
of the Netherlandswill also exert its best efforts to assurethat the existing capacity
of privateenterprises,not receivingassistancehereunder,for ammunition,ammunition
components,maintenanceand repair will be maintained,

(3) The undertakingsin paragraphI (b) and in paragraph2 with respectto the
maintenanceof facilitiesaresubjectto theunderstandingthat if it is agreedthatchanged
conditions make continued compliance with these undertakingseither unnecessary
asamatterof defenseor infeasible,theGovernmentof theKingdom of theNetherlands
maymodify theseundertakingsto accordwith suchchangedconditions.

(4) The Governmentof theUnitedStateswill, subjectto thetermsandconditions
of any applicableUnited Stateslegislation, furnish to the Governmentof theKingdom
of the Netherlandssuch production, maintenanceor repair equipmentand technical
adviceas maybemutually arrangedasprovidedin paragraph(5) hereof.

(5) In carryingout theFacilities AssistanceProgram,our two Governments,acting
through their appropriatecontractingofficers, will enter into supplementaryarrange-
mentscoveringthespecificprojectsinvolved,whichwill setforth thenatureandamounts
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of thecontributionsto bemadeby theGovernmentof theUnitedStatesandtheGovern-
ment of the Kingdomof the Netherlands,the descriptionand purposeof the facilities
to be established,and other appropriatedetails. Such arrangementsmay include
provisionsfor the procurementof equipment to be furnished by the United States
Governmentfrom the Governmentof the Kingdom of the I~Tetherlandsunder the
OffshoreProcurementProgram,and the transferof suchequipmentto the Government
of the Kingdom of the Netherlandsin accordancewith the provisionsof the Mutual
Defense AssistanceAgreement.

I havethe honor to suggestthat if theseunderstandingsmeet with the
approvalof the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlands,the present
note and Your Excellencies’ reply to that effect will constitutean agreement
betweenour two Governments,pursuantto Article I, para f of the Mutual
DefenseAssistanceAgreement.

As far as the Kingdom of the Netherlandsis concerned,the provisionsof
this agreementshall apply to the Realmin Europeonly.

The presentagreementshallenterinto force on the datetheEmbassyof the
UnitedStatesof Americais notified that the approvalconstitutionallyrequiredin
theNetherlandshasbeenobtained. Meanwhile,I suggestthat thepartiesto the
presentagreementshallapply its provisionsfrom the dateof Your Excellencies’
reply.

Pleaseaccept,Excellencies,the renewedassurancesof my highest consid-’
eration.

H. FreemanMATTHEWS
Their Excellencies

J. W. Beyen, Minister for Foreign Affairs
and

J. M. A. H. Luns, MinisterwithoutPortfolio
Royal NetherlandsMinistry for Foreign Affairs
The Hague

H

The NetherlandsMinister WithoutPortfolio and the Minister for Foreign Affairs

to the American Ambassador
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

THE HAGUE
No 59180.

April 29, 1955
Excellency

We have the honour to acknowledgereceipt of Your Excellency’s Note

datedApril 29, 1955, andreactingas follows

{Seenote 1]
No. 3553
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We have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the Netherlands
Governmentacceptthe foregoingprovisions andwill regardYour Excellency’s
Note and the presentreply as constituting an agreementbetween our two
Governments,pursuantto Article I, para 1 of the Mutual DefenseAssistance
Agreement. As far as the Kingdom of the Netherlandsis concerned,theprovi-
sionsof this Agreementshallapply to the Realm in Europeonly. The present
Agreementshall enter into force on the date the United States’ Embassyis
notified that the approvalconstitutionally requiredin the Netherlandshas been
obtained. Weacceptyour suggestionthat,meanwhile,the partiesto the present
Agreementshallapply its provisionsfrom the dateof this Note of reply.

Pleaseaccept,Excellency,the renewedassurancesof our highestconsidera-
tion,

The Minister Without The Minister of Foreign
Portfolio : Affairs

J. M. A. H. LUNS J. W. BEYEN

His ExcellencyH. FreemanMatthews
United StatesAmbassador
The Hague
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