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[TRANSLATION — TRADucTIo:~]

No. 3555. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CoNSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT
OF THE NETHERLANDS AND THE SWISS GOVERN-
MENT CONCERNING THE ABOLITION OF PASSPORT
VISAS. BERNE, 15 SEPTEMBER 1949

I

FEDERAL POLITICAL I)EPARTMENT

p,B.35.51.P.B.1O.-TH

The Federal Political Department has the honour to inform the Royal
Netherlands Legationthat, with a view to further facilitating communications
betweenSwitzerlandandthe Netherlands,the Federalauthoritiesare prepared
to replacethe Agreementconcludedon 25 October1947, concerningthe abolition
o~visas, with the following provisions:

1. Swiss nationals holding a valid national passportmay enter the Netherlands
without being required to obtain a visa beforehand.The foregoing provision applies
only to admissionto Netherlandsterritoryin Europeandnot; to theNetherlandsoverseas
territories.

2. Netherlandsholdersof avalid nationalpassportmayenterSwitzerlandwithout
being requiredto obtain a visa beforehand. However, Netherlandssubjectswho do
not possessNetherlandsnationality arerequiredto obtain a Swissconsularvisa if they
wish to enter Switzerland.

3. Personsof Netherlandsnationalitywishingto enterSwitzerlandfor thepurpose
of taking up employment there are requiredto obtain beforehand,through a Swiss
representativeabroador their fut:ure employer,an assurancethat they will be granted
a residencepermit.

Swiss nationals wishing to enter the Netherlandsfor the purposeof taking up
employment therearerequiredto obtain beforehand,through their future employer,
a certified copy of the NetherlandsNational Labour Office (Rijksarbeidsbureau)work
permit issuedto theemployer.

4. It is understoodthat exemptionfrom the visa requirementdoesnot relieve
Swiss and Netherlands nationals proceedingto the Netherlandsand Switzerlandre-
spectivelyof theobligationto comply with thelocal laws and regulationsconcerningthe
entryandresidence(temporaryor permanent)of aliensandtheir takingup of employment
or practiceof a profession.

1 Came into force on 15 October1949 by the exchangeof the saidnotes. This Agreement
supersedesthe Agreementconcludedon 25 October1947 concerningthe abolition of visas.
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5. It is agreedthat the presentAgreementis also applicableto the Principality
of Liechtenstein.Liechtensteinnationalswill thusenjoy the samefacilities for travelto
the NetherlandsasSwissnationals,andNetherlandsnationalswill beableto travelto the
Principality of Liechtensteinunderthe sameconditionsas to Switzerland.

6. The presentAgreementsupersedesthe Agreementof 25 October 1947.

The Political Departmentwould be glad if the Legationwould inform it
of the NetherlandsGovernment’sagreementto the foregoing, this note and
the Legation’s reply being consideredas constituting the agreementconcluded
betweenthe two Governments.

The Departmenthas the honour to be,etc.

Berne, 15 September1949
The NetherlandsLegation
Berne

II
VA/5298

The Royal NetherlandsLegation presentsits complimentsto the Federal
Political Departmentand has the honour to refer to the Department’snote,
p.1L35.51.P.B.lO.-TH,of 15 September,informing the Legation that, with a
view to facilitating communicationsbetweenthe Netherlandsand Switzerland
and to strengtheningthe bonds alreadyexisting betweenthe two countries,
the Federalauthorities are preparedto replacethe Agreementconcludedon
25 October1947,concerningtheabolition of visas,with the following provisions:

[See noteI]

The Legation has been instructed by the NetherlandsGovernmentto
inform the FederalPolitical I)epartment that it considersthe Department’s
note mentioned above and the presentreply as constituting the agreement
concludedbetweenthe two Governments.

The Legationhasthe honourto be, etc.

Berne, 15 September1949
FederalPolitical Department
Berne
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