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No. 3561. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC FOR THE EXCHANGE
THROUGH POSTAL CHANNELS WITHOUT PREPAY-
MENT OF POSTAGEOF DIPLOMATIC BAGS CONTAIN-
ING NON-CONFIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE.LON-
DON, 1 AND 9 AUGUST 1956

I

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W. 1

No. TP 15216/1
August 1, 1956

Your Excellency,

I havethe honourto inform Your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Govern-
mentin the United Kingdomof GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandarc prepared
to concludewith the Governmentof the Dominican Republic in the terms set
out below a reciprocal agreementfor the exchangethrough postal channels
without prepaymentof postageof diplomatic bagscontaining non-confidential
correspondencebetweenthe two Governmentsandtheir Embassiesin Ciudad
Trujillo andLondon,respectively:

(a) The individualbagscoveredby thesearrangementsshall in no caseweighmore
than 30 kilograms, this being the limit of weight for bagsof closedmails under the
InternationalPostalRegulations.

(b) Thedimensionsof the individualbagsshallnotexceed
38 inchesby 17 inches,for air despatches;
44 inchesby 22 inches,for surfacedespatchesotherthanparcels;and

30 inchesby 18’/~inchesby 17’/2 inches(square-bottomedtype), for parcel des-
patches;
thesebeing the largestconvenientsizesfor usein conjunctionwith the bags ordinarily
usedby thePostOffice in the UnitedKingdom for Overseasmails.

(c) The UnitedKingdomPostalAuthorities shall acceptdiplomatic bagsfrom the
Embassyof the Dominican Republic in London addressedto the Secretariatof State
of ForeignAffairs and Worshipof the Dominican Republicand conveythem through

1 Cameinto force on 9 August 1956 by theexchangeof thesaidnotes.
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thenormalpostalchannelsto their destinationandthePostalAuthorities of the Domini-
canRepublicshallacceptdiplomaticbagsfrom HerMajesty’sEmbassyin CiudadTrujillo
addressedto the ForeignOffice in London andconveythem throughthe normal postal
channelsto their destination.

(d) The UnitedKingdomPostalAuthoritiesshallacceptfrom thePostalAuthorities
of the DominicanRepublic diplomatic bags addressedby the Secretariatof State for
ForeignAffairs andWorshipof theDominicanRepublictotheEmbassyof theDominican
Republic in London and convey them through the normal postal channelsto their
destinationand thePostalAuthorities of the DominicanRepublicshall acceptfrom the
UnitedKingdomPostalAuthoritiesdiplomaticbagsaddressedbyHerMajesty’sGovern-
mentto HerMajesty’sEmbassyin CiudadTrujillo andconveythemthroughthenormal
postalchannelsto their destination.

(e) The bagsshall be addressedto the Secretariatof Stateof Foreign Affairs and
Worship of the Dominican Republic or to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaryof State
for ForeignAffairs or the respectiveAmbassadorsor Chargesd’Affaires asthe casemay
be. Theyshall beartheappropriatesealsandmaybe lockedif desired,the keysresting
in thecustodyof therespectiveForeignOfficesandEmbassies.

(f) Thereshall be no chargefor the acceptanceor conveyanceof thesediplomatic
bagswhich shall beinviolableandshallenjoy all the immunitiescustomarilygrantedby
the United Kingdom authoritiesand those of the Dominican Republic, respectively,
to official mails.

(g) First classmail (i.e. letters,letter packetsandpostcards)and secondclassmail
(i.e. printed papers,commercialpapers,samples,small packetsand newspapers)of an
urgentnaturefrom the United Kingdomto theDominicanRepublicshall be forwarded
by air andnon-urgentitemsof first andsecondclassmail andall parcelsshallbeforwarded
by surfacemail, on the understandingthat a similararrangementshall be in force from
theDominicanRepublicto the UnitedKingdom. To thisendmail exchangedbetween
the Embassyof the Dominican Republic in London andthe Secretariatof State of
ForeignAffairs andWorship in CiudadTrujillo andbetweenHer Majesty’s Embassyin
CiudadTrujillo andthe ForeignOfficein Londonshallbeseparatedinto threecategories
of bags:

(i) containingurgentletters,letter packetsandpostcardsandurgentsecondclassmail
for which air transmissionisjustifiable;

(ii) containingnon-urgentitemsof first classand secondclass mail, for transmission
by surfaceroute;and

(iii) containingall parcels,for transmissionby surfaceroute.

Thebaglabelsshallbeclearlymarked“By Air” and“By SurfaceRoute”,respective-
ly. It is understoodthat lightweight bags or envelopesshall be used for diplomatic
correspondenceintendedfor despatchby air, and that the gross weightof eachbagor
packetintendedfor transmissionby this meansshall not exceed2 kilograms.
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If the foregoingproposalsare acceptableto the Governmentof the Domini-
can RepublicI havethe honourto suggestthat thepresentNoteandYour Excel-
lency’s reply in that senseshould be regardedas constitutingan agreementin
this matterbetweenthetwo Governmentswhich shallenterinto forceimmediate-
ly and remainin forceuntil threemonthsfrom the dateon whicheither Govern-
ment shallhavegiven notice of terminationto the other.

I havethe honourto be,with thehighestconsideration,

Your Excellency’sobedientServant,

For the Secretaryof State
(Signed)M. J. CHEKE

His ExcellencySeñorDr. Don Luis F. Thomén
etc.,etc.,etc.
S.W. 1

II

EMBASSY OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
LONDON

August 9, 1956
Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceipt of Your Excellency’sNote No.
TP 15216/1 which reads as follows:

[Seenote I]

In reply I havethe honour to inform Your Excellency that the foregoing
proposalsareacceptableto the Governmentof the DominicanRepublicwho will
regardyour Note andthis reply as constitutingan agreementbetweenthe two
Governmentsin this matter.

I avail myselfof this opportunityto renewto Your Excellencytheassurances
of my highestconsideration.

(Signed) THOM~N

His Excellency the Rt. Hon. Selwyn Lloyd, C.B.E., T.D.
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaryof State for Foreign Affairs
The Foreign Office
London, S.W. 1
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