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No. 3582. AGREEMENT1 FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AME-
RICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW ZEALAND
CONCERNING CIVIL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY.
SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 13 JUNE 1956

Whereasthepeacefulusesof atomicenergyholdgreatpromisefor all mankind;
and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand the Govern-
ment of New Zealanddesireto cooperatewith eachother in the developmentof
suchpeacefulusesof atomicenergy;and

Whereasthe design and developmentof several types of researchreactors
arewell advanced;and

Whereasresearchreactorsare useful in the productionof researchquantities
of radioisotopes,in medical therapy and in numerousother researchactivities
andat the sametimearea meansof affording valuabletraining andexperiencein.
nuclearscienceand engineeringuseful in the developmentof other peacefuluses
of atomic energyincluding civilian nuclearpower;and

Whereasthe Governmentof New Zealanddesiresto pursuea researchand
developmentprogramlooking toward the realization of the peacefuland hunia-
nitarian usesof atomic energyanddesiresto obtain assistancefrom the Govern-
ment of the United Statesof AmericaandUnited Statesindustrywith respect to
this program;and

Whereasthe Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America,actingthrough the
United StatesAtomic EnergyCommission,desiresto assist the Governmentof
New Zealandin such a program;

The Partiesagreeas follows

Cameinto force on 29 August 1956, the date on which eachGovernmentreceived from
the other Governmentwritten notification that it had compliedwith all statutory andconstitu-
tional requirementsfor the entry into force of the Agreement,in accordancewith article XI.
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Article I

Forthe purposesof thisAgreement

(a) “Commission” meansthe United StatesAtomic EnergyCommissionor
its duly authorizedrepresentatives.

(b) “Equipmentanddevices”meansanyinstrumentor apparatusandincludes
researchreactors,as definedherein,and their componentparts.

(c) “Researchreactor” meansa reactorwhich is designedfor the production
of neutronsand other radiationsfor generalresearchand developmentpurposes,
medicalti’erapy, or training in nuclearscienceand engineering. The term does
not cover power reactors,power demonstrationreactors, or reactors designed
primarily for the productionof specialnuclearmaterials.

(d) The terms “Restricted Data,” “atomic weapon,” and “special nuclear
material” are used in this Agreement as defined in the United StatesAtomic
EnergyAct of 1954.

Article II

RestrictedData shall not be communicatedunder this Agreement,and no
materialsor equipmentand devicesshall be transferredand no servicesshallbe
furnishedunderthis Agreementto the Governmentof New Zealandor authorized
personsunderits jurisdiction if the transferof any such materialsor equipment
and devicesor the furnishing of any such servicesinvolves the communication
of RestrictedData.

Article III

1. Subject to the provisionsof Article II, the Partiesheretowill exchange
information in the following fields:

(a) Design, construction,and operationof researchreactorsand their use
as research,development,and engineeringtools and in medicaltherapy.

(b) Health and safetyproblemsrelatedto the operationand useof research
reactors.

(c) The useof radioactiveisotopesin physicalandbiological research,medical
therapy, agriculture, and industry.

2. Theapplicationor useof any information or dataof any kind whatsoever,
including designdrawings and specifications,exchangedunder this Agreement
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shall be the responsibilityof the Party which receivesandusessuchinformation
or data, and it is understoodthat the other cooperatingParty doesnot warrant
the accuracy,completeness,or suitability of such information or data for any
particular use or application.

Article IV

1. The Commissionwill leaseto the Governmentof New Zealanduranium
enrichedin the isotopeU-235, subjectto the termsandconditionsprovidedherein,
as may be requiredas initial and replacementfuel in the operationof research
reactorswhich the Governmentof NewZealand,in consultationwith the Commis-
sion,decidesto constructandas requiredin the agreedexperimentsrelatedthereto.
Also, the Commissionwill lease to the Governmentof New Zealand uranium
enrichedin the isotopeU-235, subjectto the termsandconditionsprovidedherein,
as may be requiredasinitial andreplacementfuel in the operationof such research
reactorsasthe Governmentof NewZealandmay, in consultationwith the Commis-
sion, decide to authorize private individuals or private organizationsunder its
jurisdiction to constructand operate,provided the Governmentof New Zealand
shallat all times maintainsufficient control of the materialand the operationof
the reactorto enablethe Governmentof New Zealandto comply with the provi-
sions of this Agreementand the applicable provisionsof the leasearrangement.

2. The quantity of uranium enrichedin the isotope U-235 transferredby
the Commissionunderthis Article and in the custody of the Governmentof New
Zealandshallnot at any time be in excessof six (6) kilogramsof containedU-235
in uraniumenrichedup to a maximumof twenty percent(20%) U-235, plus such
additional quantity as, in the opinion of the Commission, is necessaryto permit
the efficient and continuousoperationof the reactoror reactorswhile replaced
fuel elementsare radioactivelycooling in New Zealandor while fuel elementsare
in transit, it being the intent of the Commissionto makepossiblethe maximum
usefulnessof the six (6) kilograms of said material.

3. When any fuel elementscontaining U-235 leasedby the Commission
requirereplacement,theyshallbe returnedto the Commissionand,exceptas may
beagreed,the form andcontentof the irradiatedfuel elementsshallnot be altered
after their removal from the reactorand prior to delivery to the Commission.

4. The leaseof uranium enriched in the isotopeU-235 under this Article
shall be at suchchargesand on such termsand conditionswith respectto ship-
ment and delivery as may be mutually agreedand underthe conditionsstated
in Articles VIII and IX.
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Article V

Materials of interest in connectionwith definedresearchprojectsrelated to
the peacefulusesof atomicenergyundertakenby theGovernmentof New Zealand,
including sourcematerials, special nuclear materials, byproduct material, other
radloisotopes,and stable isotopes,will be sold or otherwisetransferredto the
Governmentof New Zealand by the Commissionfor researchpurposesin such
quantitiesand under such terms and conditionsas may be agreedwhen such
materialsare not available commercially. In no case,however,shall the quantity
of specialnuclear materialsunder the jurisdiction of the Governmentof New
Zealand,by reasonof transferunder this Article, be, at any one time, in excess
of 100 gramsof containedU-235, 10 gramsof plutonium, and 10 gramsof U-233.

Article VI

Subject to the availability of supply and as may be mutually agreed, the
Commissionwill sell or lease,throughsuchmeansas it deemsappropriate,to the
Governmentof New Zealandor authorizedpersonsunder its jurisdiction such
reactormaterials,other than specialnuclearmaterials,as are not obtainableon
thecommercialmarketandwhich are requiredin the constructionandoperation
of researchreactorsin New Zealand.The saleor leaseof thesematerialsshall be
on such terms as may be agreed.

A rticle VII

It is contemplatedthat, as provided in this Article, private individuals and
privateorganizationsin eitherthe United Statesor New Zealandmay dealdirectly
with private individuals and private organizationsin the other country. Accor-
dingly, with respectto the subjectsof agreedexchangeof information as provided
in Article III, the Governmentof the United Stateswill permit personsunderits
jurisdiction to transfer and export materials, including equipmentand devices,
to and perform servicesfor the Governmentof New Zealand and such persons
under its jurisdiction as are authorizedby the Governmentof New Zealandto
receive andpossesssuch materialsandutilize such services,subject to

(a) The provisions of Article II.

(b) Applicablelaws, regulationsandlicenserequirementsof the Government
of the United Statesand the Governmentof New Zealand.

No. 3582



164 United Nations — Treaty Series 1956

Article VIII

1. The Governmentof New Zealandagreesto maintain suchsafeguardsas
arenecessaryto assurethat the specialnuclearmaterialsreceivedfrom the Com-
missionshallbe usedsolely for the purposesagreedin accordancewith this Agree-
ment and to assurethe safekeepingof this material.

2. The Governmentof New Zealand agreesto maintain such safeguards
as are necessaryto assurethat all other reactormaterials,including equipment
anddevices,purchasedin the United Statesunderthis Agreementby the Govern-
ment of New Zealandor authorizedpersonsunder its jurisdiction shall be used
solely for the design, construction,andoperationof researchreactorswhich the
Governmentof New Zealanddecidesto constructand operateand for research
in connectiontherewith, exceptas may otherwisebe agreed.

3. In regard to researchreactorsconstructedpursuantto this Agreement,
the Governmentof New Zealandagreesto maintain recordsrelating to power
levelsof operationandburn-upof reactorfuels andto makeannualreportsto the
Commissionon thesesubjects.If the Commissionrequests,the Governmentof
New Zealandwill permit Commissionrepresentativesto observefrom timeto time
the condition anduse of any leasedmaterial andto observethe performanceof
the reactorin which the materialis used.

4. Some atomic energy materialswhich the Governmentof New Zealand
mayrequestthe Commissionto provide in accordancewith this arrangementare
harmful to personsandpropertyunlesshandledandusedcarefully. After delivery
of such materialsto the Governmentof New Zealand,the Governmentof New
Zealandshall bear all responsibility,in so far as the Governmentof the United
Statesis concerned,for the safehandling anduse of suchmaterials.With respect
to any special nuclear materials or fuel elementswhich the Commissionmay,
pursuantto this Agreement,leaseto the Governmentof New Zealandor to any
private individual or privateorganizationunderits jurisdiction, the Government
of New Zealandshall indemnify andsaveharmlessthe Governmentof the United
Statesagainstany andall liability (including third party liability) from any cause
whatsoeverarising out of the productionor fabrication, the ownership, the lease,
andthe possessionanduseof suchspecialnuclearmaterialsor fuel elementsafter
deliveryby the Commissionto the Governmentof New Zealandor to anyauthor-
ized private individual or private organizationunder its jurisdiction.
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Article IX

The Governmentof New Zealand guaranteesthat:

(a) Safeguardsprovided in Article VIII shall be maintained.

(b) No material,includingequipmentanddevices,transferredto the Govern-
ment of New Zealandor authorizedpersonsunder its jurisdiction, pursuantto
this Agreement,by lease,sale, or otherwisewill be used for atomic weaponsor
for researchon or developmentof atomic weaponsor for any other military pur-
poses,andthat no such material,including equipmentand devices,will be trans-
ferred to unauthorizedpersonsor beyondthe jurisdiction of the Governmentof
New Zealandexcept as the Commissionmay agreeto such transfer to another
nation and then only if in the opinion of the Commission such transfer falls
within thescopeof anagreementfor cooperationbetweenthe United Statesand
the other nation.

Article X

It is the hopeand expectationof the Partiesthat this initial Agreementfor
Cooperationwill lead to considerationof further cooperationextending to the
design, construction,and operation of power producing reactors. Accordingly,
thePartieswill consultwith eachother from time to time concerningthefeasibility
of anadditionalagreementfor cooperationwith respectto the productionof power
from atomic energyin NewZealand.

Article XI

1. This Agreementshall enterinto force on the day on which eachGovern-
ment shall receive from the other Governmentwritten notification. that it has
complied with all statutory and constitutional requirementsfor the entry into
force of suchAgreementand shall remain in force for aperiod of five years.

2. At the expiration of this Agreement or of any extension. thereof the
Governmentof New Zealandshall deliver to the United Statesall fuel elements
containing reactorfuels leasedby the Commissionand any other fuel materials
leasedby the Commission. Such fuel elementsand such fuel materialsshall be
delivered to the Commissionat a site in the United Statesdesignatedby the
Commissionat the expenseof the Governmentof New Zealandand suchdelivery
shall be made underappropriatesafeguardsagainst radiation hazardswhile in
transit.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties heretohave caused this Agreement to
be executedpursuantto duly constitutedauthority.
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DONE at Washington,in duplicate, this thirteenth day of June,1956.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:

Walter S. ROBERTSON
AssistantSecretaryof State for Far EasternAffairs

Lewis L. STRAUSS

Chairman,United StatesAtomic EnergyCommission

Forthe Governmentof NewZealand:

L. K. MUNRO

Ambassadorof New Zealand
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