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[TRANSLATION --- TRADUCTION]

No. 3644. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF NORWAY AND THE GOVERNMENTOF THE UNION
OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS CONCERNING CO..
OPERATION IN RESCUING PERSONS IN DISTRESS
AND IN SEARCHING FOR MISSING PERSONSIN THE
BARENTS SEA. SIGNED AT OSLO, ON 19 OCTOBER
1956

The Governmentof Norway andthe Governmentof the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics,with a view to promoting co-operationin rescuingpersons
in distressand in searchingfor missingpersonsin the BarentsSea,haveagreed
as follows

Article I

The rescueserviceof Norway andtherescueserviceof theUnion of Soviet
Socialist Republics,hereinafterreferredto as “the SovietUnion “, shallassist
by all suchmeansasthey considerappropriatein eachparticularcasein rescuing
personsin distressand in searchingfor missing personsin the Barents Sea
regardlessof the nationality of such persons.

Article 2

If therescueserviceof eithercountryreceivesinformation that apersonis in
distressor missingin the areareferredto in article 1, it shallforthwith takesuch
stepsfor organizingandcarrying outsearchor rescueoperationsasareconsidered
mostappropriate.

The rescueservice receiving such information may, if in its opinion the
provision of the necessaryassistancewith the leastpossibledelay so requires,
get into touch forthwith with the rescueserviceof the other country in order
that the rescueor searchoperationmay be plannedin consultationbetween
them and may, accordingto the circumstances,be carriedout by the rescue
servicesof both countriesor by the rescueserviceof the othercountry.

Wherethe rescueserviceof one country has already initiated a rescueor
searchoperation, it may call upon the rescueserviceof the other country for
aid if it considersthis necessaryto enalbethe operationto be carriedout.

In the casesreferredto in the secondandthird paragraphs,the rescueserv-
ices of both countriesshall renderone anotherassistanceto the extentof the
appropriaterescueequipmentat their disposal.

‘Csme into force on I January1957, in accordancewith article S.
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Article 3

Rescueand searchoperationsin Norwegian and Soviet territorial waters
shallbe carriedout in accordancewith the laws andregulationsof the country
concerned.

Article 4

If therescueserviceof onecountryreceivesinformationthat apersonfrom a
vesselor aircraft belongingto the othercountry is in distressor missing, it shall
notify the othercountry’srescueserviceas quickly as possible.

The rescueservice of the one country shall, at the requestof the rescue
serviceof the othercountry, assistin obtaininginformation concerningvessels,
aircraftandpersonsmissingin the BarentsSea.

Article 5

The rescueservicesof both countriesshall receivedistress signalson the
frequenciesof 500 kilocycles persecond(600 metres)and 2,182kilocyclesper
second(137.5metres)in accordancewith the internationalrulesin forcefor the
transmissionandreceptionof distresssignals.

The radio stationat Vardö(“ VardoRadio“), with thecall signal“LGV “,

shallbeusedin Norway,andthe radio stationat Murmansk,with the call signal
“UDT “, shallbe usedin the SovietUnion, for radio communicationbetween
the rescueservicesof the two countries.

Radio communicationbetween the rescue servicesof the two countries
shallbe establishedby asignaltransmittedon thefrequencyof 500 kilocyclesper
secondandshall subsequentlybe continued,as regardsradio station “LGV”,
on a working frequencyof 522kilocyclespersecondand,asregardsradio station
“UDT “, on a working frequencyof 432kilocyclespersecond.

Whenvesselsof the rescueservicesof both countriesaretaking partin the
samerescueor searchoperation,theymay maintain radio communicationwith
eachother and with the vesselor aircraft in distresseither over the aforesaid
radio stationsor, if possible, directly on the frequencyof 500 or of 2,182 kilo-
cyclespersecond.

Radio communication shall be carried on, if possible, according to the
InternationalCodeof Signalsor in plainlanguagein English.

Article 6

The Parties undertaketo provide their rescueserviceswith the necessary
instructionsfor complyingwith the provisionsof this Agreement.

No. 3644
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Article 7

Nothingin this Agreementshall conflict with the provisionsof theInterna-
tional Conventionfor the unification of certainrulesof law respectingassistance
andsalvageatsea,signedat Brusselson 23 September19101or the International
Conventionfor the safety of life at sea, signed in London on 10 June 1948.2

Article 8

This Agreementis concludedfor a period of threeyearsand shall come
into force on 1 January 1957. Unless the Agreementis denouncedby either
Partynot laterthansix monthsbeforethe expiry of thesaidperiodof validity, it
shallremainin forcefor anadditionalperiodof oneyearandshall thenceforthbe
consideredto be extended for successiveperiods of one year unless it is
denouncedby either Party at least six monthsbeforethe expiry of the current
period of validity.

DONE at Oslo on 19 October 1956 in duplicate in the Norwegian and
Russianlanguages,both textsbeing equallyauthentic.

For the Government Forthe Government
of Norway: of the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics

Halyard LANGE M. GRIBANOV

EXCHANGE OF NOTES

I

Oslo, 19 October 1956

Sir,

In connexionwith thesigningthis dayof anAgreementbetweentheGovern-
ment of Norway andtheGovernmentof the Union of SovietSocialistRepublics
concerningco-operationin rescuingpersonsin distress and in searchingfor
missing personsin the Barentssea,3I havethe honourto stateon behalfof the

De Martens,NouveauRecueilgénéraldeTraitds, troisièmesérie,tomeVII, p. 728; andLeague
of Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. CCV, p. 220.

2 United Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. 164, p. 113; Vol. 167, P. 338; Vol. 172, P. 409; Vol. 173.
p. 416; Vol. 175, p. 374; Vol. 183, P. 372; Vol. 187, p. 464; Vol. 191, p. 406; Vol. 193, p. 361;
Vol. 198, p. 404; Vol. 200, p. 326; Vol. 202, p. 339; Vol. 210, p. 335; Vol. 212, p. 351; Vol. 218,
p. 390; Vol. 230, p. 438; Vol. 250, Vol. 252 andVol. 253.

°Seep. 12of this volume.
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NorwegianGovernmentthat the Norwegianrescueservice,at therequestof the
Soviet rescueservice,will likewise renderassistanceto theextentof the appro-
priate meansof assistanceat its disposalshould the crew or passengersof any
vesselbelongingto the SovietUnion be in distressor missingin the Norwegian
Sea.

I havethe honourto be,etc.

Halyard LANGE

His ExcellencyMr. M. G. Gribanov
Ambassadorof theSovietUnion
etc., etc., etc.

II

Oslo, 19 October 1956

Sir~

I havethe honourto acknowledgereceiptof your noteof today’sdatewhich
readsas follows:

[See noteI]

I havethe honourtobe,etc.

M. GRIBANOv

His ExcellencyMr. Halyard Lange
Minister of ForeignAffairs of Norway
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