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No. 3786. MILITARY SERVICE AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC. SIGNED
AT LONDON, ON 21 DECEMBER 1949

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Irelandandthe Governmentof theFrenchRepublic,

Having decidedto put an end to the difficulties encounteredby thosenationals
of eitherof their two countrieswho alsopossessthe nationalityof theothercountry
andwho thoughthey haveservedin the armedforcesof oneof the two countries
remain liable for servicein thoseof the other,

The undersigned,duly authorisedfor this purpose,have agreedas follows

Article 1

British subjectswho alsopossessFrenchnationalityshall be deemedto have
fulfilled the military obligationsimposedupon them by Frenchlaw if they have
fulfilled their obligations in the armedforces of the United Kingdom during the
1939-1945war or subsequentlyand furnish as proof of this a duly authenticated
certificate obtainedon application from the competentauthoritiesof the United
Kingdom.

Article 2

Frenchnationalswho also possessBritish nationality shall be deemedto have
fulfilled the military obligations imposedupon them by the laws of Great Britain
if theyhavefulfilled their obligationsin the Frencharmedforcesduring the 1939-
1945waror subsequentlyandfurnishasproofof thisaduly authenticatedcertificate
obtainedon application from the competentFrenchauthorities.

Article 3

The conditions under which any other service performedin the national
interestduring the 1939-1945waror subsequentlyshall be assimilated,in whole or
in part, to military servicefor the purposesof the presentAgreement,shall be left
to the considerationof the competentauthoritiesof the ContractingPartiesand,

Cameinto force on 12 May 1956, the date of receiptby the Governmentof the United
Kingdom of the notification from the French Governmentthat the required constitutional
approval of the Agreementhasbeenobtained, in accordancewith article 10.
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in caseof dispute,agreementshall be soughtthroughthe diplomaticchannel. A
certificateindicating the natureof any suchserviceperformedshall be issued,at
hisrequest,to the personconcerned,by the appropriateauthoritiesof the country
in whoseinterestthe servicewasperformed.

Article 4

Nothing in the presentAgreementshall in the eventof an emergencyprevent
the competentauthoritiesof either of the ContractingPartiesfrom calling up for
servicethe personsreferredto in this Agreementor from placing their nameson the
reservelist.

Article S

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland shall on applicationdeliver to French nationals who havevolunteered
in the armed forces of the United Kingdom during the 1939-1945 war or subse-
quently, and who may not be coveredby Article 1 of the presentAgreement,a
certificatedesignedto permit them to regularisetheir positionunderFrenchlaw,

Article 6

The Governmentof the French Republic shall on application deliver to
British subjectswho have volunteeredin the armedforces of Franceduring the
1939-1945war or subsequently,and who may not be coveredby Article 2 of the
presentAgreement,a certificatedesignedto permit themto regularisetheir position
underthe laws of GreatBritain.

Article 7

The personsconcernedshall be granteda periodof two yearsfrom thedateon
which this Agreementcomes into force in which to regularisetheir position by
productionof thecertificatesreferredto in Articles 1,2,3, 5 and6 of thisAgreement.

Article 8

For the purposeof this Agreement the expression“1939-1945war or sub-
sequently” shall mean the period from the 3rd September, 1939, up to the
31st December,1948.

Article 9

The provisionsof the presentAgreementdo not in any way affect the legal
position of thepersonsconcernedin the matterof nationality.
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Article 10

The presentAgreementshallcomeinto force on the dateon which the Govern-
ment of the FrenchRepublicshallnotify theGovernmentof the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland that the required constitutionalapproval
has beenobtained. It shall remain in force util the expiration of threemonths
from the dateon which eitherof the ContractingPartiesshall havegiven noticeof
terminationto theother.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the respectivePlenipotentiarieshavesignedthe present
Agreementandhaveaffixed theretotheir seals.

DONE in duplicatein the English andFrenchlanguages,both texts being of
equalauthenticity,in London this twenty-first dayof December,nineteenhundred
andforty-nine.

[L.S.~ Ernest BEV1N

[L.S.] R. MASSIGLI
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