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No. 3792. CON 1 (No. 68) CONCERNING FOOD
AND CATERING FORCREWSON BOARD SHIP, ADOPTED
BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNA-
TIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION AT ITS TWENTY-
EIGHTH SESSION,SEATTLE, 27 JUNE 1946, AS MODI-
FIED BY THE FINAL ARTICLES REVISION CONVEN-
TION, 1946

The GeneralConferenceof the InternationalLabourOrganisation,

Having beenconvenedat Seattleby the GoverningBody of the International
Labour Office, andhavingmet in its Twenty-eighthSessionon 6 June1946, and

Having decidedupon the adoption of certain proposalswith regardto food
andcateringfor crewson boardship, which is thefourth item on the agendaof the
Session,and

Havingdeterminedthat theseproposalsshall takethe form of aninternational
Convention,

adopts this twenty-seventhday of Juneof the year one thousandnine hundred
and forty-six the following Convention, which may be cited as the Food and
Catering (Ships’ Crews) Convention,1946

Article 1

1. Every Memberof the InternationalLabour Organisationfor which this
Conventionis in forceis responsiblefor thepromotion of a properstandardof food
supplyandcateringservicefor the crewsof its sea-goingvessels,whetherpublicly
or privatelyowned, which are engagedin the transportof cargoor passengersfor
the purposeof tradeandregisteredin a territory for which this Conventionis in
force.

In accordancewith article 15, theConventioncameinto force on 24 March 1957 in respect
of the following States,on behalfof which the instrumentsof ratification were registeredwith
the Director-Generalof the International Labour Office on the datesspecified below (asterisk
indicates Stateswhich have at leastone million gross registertons of shipping)

*Argentina 24 September1956 *Italy 22 October 1952
Belgium 5 December 1951 Poland 13 April 1954
Bulgaria 29 December 1949 Portugal 13 June 1952

*Canada 19 March 1951 *UnitedKingdomof Great
*France 9 December 1948 Britain and Northern
Ireland 12 June 1956 Ireland 6 August 1953

The Conventionhasbeensubsequentlyratified by *Norway, and this ratification was regis-
teredwith the Director-Generalof the InternationalLabour Office on 28 January1957, to take
effect on 28 July 1957.
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2. Nationallaws or regulationsor, in the absenceof suchlaws or regulations,
collectiveagreementsbetweenemployersandworkers,shall determinethe vessels
or classesof vesselswhich are to be regardedas sea-goingvesselsfor the purpose
of this Convention.

Article 2

The following functions shall be dischargedby the competentauthority,
exceptin so far as thesefunctionsare adequatelydischargedin virtue of collective
agreements

(a) theframing andenforcementof regulationsconcerningfood andwatersupplies,
catering, and the construction,location, ventilation, heating,lighting, water
system and equipmentof galleys and other cateringdepartmentspaceson
boardship, including storeroomsand refrigeratedchambers;

(b) the inspectionof food andwater suppliesand of the accommodation,arrange-
mentsandequipmenton boardship for the storage,handlingandpreparation
of food;

(c) the certification of suchmembersof the cateringdepartmentstaff as are re-
quired to possessprescribedqualifications

(d) researchinto, and educationaland propagandawork concerning, methods
of ensuringproper food supplyandcateringservice.

Article 3

1. The competentauthority shallwork in closeco-operationwith the organ-
isations of shipownersand seafarersand with national or local authoritiescon-
cernedwith questionsof food and health,and may where necessaryutilise the
servicesof suchauthorities.

2. The activities of the variousauthoritiesshall be duly co-ordinatedso as
to avoid overlappingor uncertaintyof jurisdiction.

Article 4

The competentauthority shall havea permanentstaff of qualified persons,
includinginspectors.

Article 5

1. EachMembershallmaintain in force laws or regulationsconcerningfood
supply and cateringarrangementsdesignedto securethe health and well-being
of the crewsof the vesselsmentionedin Article 1.

2. Theselawsor regulationsshallrequire
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(a) the provisionof food andwatersupplieswhich, having regardto the sizeof the
crew and the duration and natureof the voyage, are suitable in respectof
quantity, nutritive value, quality andvariety;

(b) the arrangementandequipmentof the cateringdepartmentin every vesselin
sucha manneras to permit of the serviceof propermeals to the membersof
the crew.

Article 6

National laws or regulationsshallprovide for a systemof inspectionby the
competentauthority of:

(a) suppliesof food andwater;
(b) all spacesandequipmentusedfor thestorageandhandlingof food and water;

(c) galley and other equipmentfor the preparationand serviceof meals; and

(d) the qualification of such membersof the catering departmentof the crew
as are requiredby suchlaws or regulationsto possessprescribedqualifications.

Article 7

1. Nationallaws or regulationsor, in the absenceof suchlaws or regulations,
collective agreementsbetweenemployersandworkers shallprovide for inspection
at seaat prescribedintervalsby the master,or an officer speciallydeputedfor the
purposeby him, togetherwith a responsiblememberof the cateringdepartment
of:

(a) suppliesof food andwater;

(b) all spacesandequipmentusedfor the storageandhandlingof food andwater,

and galley and other equipmentfor the preparationand service of meals.

2. The resultsof eachsuchinspectionshall be recorded.

Article 8

A specialinspectionshall be made by the representativesof the competet’it
authority of the territory of registrationon written complaint madeby anumber
or proportionof the crew prescribedby nationallaws or regulationsor on behalf
of a recognisedorganisationof shipownersor seafarers. In order to avoid delay
in sailing, such complaintsshould be submitted as soonas possibleand at least
twenty-four hoursbeforethe scheduledtime of departurefrom port.
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Article 9

1. Inspectorsshallhaveauthority to makerecommendationsto the owner
of a ship,or to the masteror otherpersonresponsible,with aview to the improve-
ment of the standardof catering.

2. Nationallaws or regulationsshall prescribepenaltiesfor

(a) failure by an owner, master,memberof the crew, or otherpersonresponsible
to comply with the requirementsof the nationallaws or regulationsin force;
and

(b) any attemptto obstructan inspectorin the dischargeof his duties.

3. Inspectors shall submit regularly to the competentauthority reports
framedon uniform linesdealingwith their work and its results.

Article 10

1. The competentauthority shallpreparean annualreport.

2. The annualreport shallbe issuedas soonaspracticableafter the endof
the year to which it relatesandshall be madereadily available to all bodiesand
personsconcerned.

3. Copiesof the annualreport shall be transmitted to the International
LabourOffice.

Article 11

1. Coursesof training for employment in the cateringdepartmentof sea-
goingshipsshall be organisedeitherin approvedschoolsor by meansof otherar-
rangementsacceptableto both shipowners’ and seafarers’organisations.

2. Facilitiesshall be providedfor refreshercoursesto enablepersonsalready
trainedto bring their knowledgeandskill up to date.

Article 12

1. The competentauthority shall collectup-to-dateinformation on nutrition
andon methodsof purchasing,storing,preserving,cookingand servingfood, with
specialreferenceto the requirementsof cateringon boardship.

2. This information shall be madeavailable,free of chargeor at reasonable
cost,to manufacturersof andtradersin ships’ food suppliesandequipment,ships’
masters,stewardsandcooks,andshipownersandseafarersandtheir organisations
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generally; appropriateforms of publicity, such as manuals,brochures,posters.
chartsor advertisementsin tradejournalsshall be used for this purpose.

3. The competentauthority shall issue recommendationsto avoid wastage
of food, facilitate the maintenanceof a properstandardof cleanliness,andensure
the maximumpracticableconveniencein working.

Article 13

Any of the functionsof the competentauthority in respectof the certification
of catering departmentstaff and the collection and distribution of information
may be dischargedby delegatingthe work, or part of it, to a central organisation
or authority exercisingsimilar functionsin respectof seafarersgenerally.

Article 14

The formal ratifications of this Convention shall be communicatedto the
Director-Generalof the InternationalLabourOffice for registration.

Article 15

1. This Conventionshall be binding only upon thoseMembersof the Inter-
national Labour Organisationwhoseratifications havebeenregisteredwith the
Director-General.

2. It shall comeinto force six months after the dateon which therehave
beenregisteredratificationsby nine of the following countries: United Statesof
America, Argentine Republic, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada,Chile, China,
Denmark, Finland, France, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Greece, India, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands,Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Sweden,Turkey and Yugoslavia, including at least five countrieseachof which
hasat leastone million grossregistertonsof shipping. This provisionis included
for the purposeof facilitating and encouragingearlyratificationof the Convention
by MemberStates.

3. Thereafter, this Conventionshall come into force for any Member six
monthsafter the dateon which its ratification hasbeenregistered.

Article 16

1. A Memberwhich hasratified this Conventionmay denounceit after the
expiration of ten years from the dateon which the Conventioncomesinto force,
by an act communicatedto the Director-Generalof the International Labour
Office for registration. Such denunciationshall not take effect until one year
after the dateon which it is registered.
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2. Each Memberwhich has ratified this Conventionand which doesnot,
within the year following the expirationof the periodof ten yearsmentionedin
the precedingparagraph,exercisethe right of denunciationprovidedfor in this
Article, will beboundfor anotherperiodof tenyearsand,thereafter,maydenounce
this Convention at the expiration of each period of ten years under the terms
providedfor in this Article.

Article 17

1. The Director-Generalof the InternationalLabour Office shall notify all
the Membersof the InternationalLabour Organisationof the registrationof all
ratifications and denunciationscommunicatedto him by the Membersof the
Organisation.

2. Whennotifying the Membersof the Organisationof the registrationof the
lastof the ratificationsrequiredto bring the Conventioninto force, the Director-
Generalshalldraw the attention of the Membersof the Organisationto the date
upon which the Conventionwill comeinto force.

Article 18

The Director-Generalof the International Labour Office shall communicate
to the Secretary-Generalof the United Nationsfor registrationin accordancewith
Article 102 of the Charterof the United Nationsfull particularsof all ratifications
andacts of denunciationregisteredby him in accordancewith the provisionsof
theprecedingarticles.

Article 19

At the expirationof eachperiod of ten yearsafter the coming into force of
this Convention, the Governing Body of the International Labour Office shall
presentto the GeneralConferenceareporton the working of this Conventionand
shall considerthe desirability of placingon the agendaof the Conferencethe ques-
tion of its revision in whole or in part.

Article 20

1. Should the Conferenceadopt anew Conventionrevising this Convention
m whole or in part, then, unlessthe new Conventionotherwiseprovides,

(a) the ratification by a Memberof the new revising Conventionshall ipso jure
involve the immediatedenunciationof this Convention,notwithstandingthe
provisionsof Article 16 above,if andwhen the new revisingConventionshall
havecomeinto force;
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(b) as from the date when the new revising Conventioncomes into force this
Conventionshallceaseto be open to ratification by the Members.

2. This Conventionshall in any caseremain in force in its actualform and
contentfor thoseMemberswhichhaveratified it but havenotratified the revising
Convention.

Article 21

The English and Frenchversionsof the text of this Conventionare equally
authoritative.

The foregoingis the authentictext of the FoodandCatering(Ships’ Crews)
Convention, 1946, as modified by the Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946.

The original text of the Conventionwas authenticatedon 30 August 1946
by the signaturesof HenryM. Jackson,Presidentof the Conference,andEdward
J. Phelan,Director of the InternationalLabourOffice.

The Conventionhadnot comeinto force on 1 January 1947.

IN FAITH WHEREOF I have, in pursuanceof the provisionsof Article 6 of the
Final Articles Revision Convention, 1946, authenticatedwith my signaturethis
thirty-first day of August 1948 two original copiesof the text of the Convention
as modified.

Edward PHELAN

Director-Generalof the International Labour Office
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