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No. 3850. FINAL ACT OF THE UNITED NATIONS CON—
FERENCE ON MAINTENANCE OBLIGATIONS. DONE
AT NEW YORK, ON 20 JUNE 1956

The EconomicandSocialCouncilof the UnitedNations,by resolution572
(XIX) adoptedon 17 May 1955,1 decidedto convenea conferenceof plenipo-
tentiariesto completethe draftingof andto sign a Conventionon theRecovery
Abroadof Claims for Maintenance.

In accordancewith the terms of that resolution the Secretary-General
invitedto the Conferenceall StatesMembersof the UnitedNations,thoseStates
non-membersof the UnitedNationswhich aremembersof anyof the specialized
agencies,interestedspecializedagenciesin relationshipwith the UnitedNations,
interestednon-governmentalorganizationshaving consultativestatuswith the
Council, The Hague Conferenceon Private InternationalLaw and the Inter-
nationalInstitutefor the Unification of PrivateLaw.

TheConferencemet atthe Headquartersof theUnitedNationsin NewYork
from 29 May to 20 June1956.

The Governmentsof the following thirty-two Stateswere representedby
delegations

Mghanistan Denmark Japan
Argentina DominicanRepublic Korea
Austria Ecuador Mexico
Belgium El Salvador Monaco
Bolivia France Netherlands
Cambodia Germany, Federal Norway
Ceylon Republic of Philippines
China Greece Sweden
colombia Iran Uruguay
Costa Rica Israel Vatican City
Cuba Italy Yugoslavia

The Governmentsof the following nine Stateswere representedat the
Conferenceby observers

Canada Lebanon Turkey
Czechoslovakia Peru United Kingdom
Guatemala Switzerland Venezuela

‘United Nations, Official Recordsof the Economic and ,Social Council, Nineteenth Session,
SupplementNo. JA (E/2730/Add.1), p. 5.
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Thefollowing organizationsparticipatedin the Conferencewithout theright
to vote:

Specializedagencies:

TheInternationalLabourOrganisation;

Intergovernmentalorganizations:

IntergovernmentalCommitteefor EuropeanMigration,
InternationalInstitute for the Unification of Private Law;

Non-GovernmentalOrganizationsin ConsultativeRelationshipwith the Economic

andSocialCouncil:

CategoryA:

InternationalConfederationof FreeTradeUnions,
InternationalFederationof ChristianTrade Unions,
World Federationof Trade Unions;

CategoryB andRegister:

CatholicInternationalUnion for Social Service,
Commissionof the Churcheson International Affairs,
Co-ordinatingBoard of Jewish Organizations,
International Catholic Migration Commission,
InternationalConferenceof CatholicCharities,
InternationalCouncil of Women,
InternationalFederationof “ Amies de la JeuneFille “,

InternationalFederationof University Women,
InternationalFederationof WomenLawyers,
InternationalSocial Service,
InternationalUnion for Child Welfare,
Liaison Committeeof Women’sInternationalOrganizations,
Pan Pacific South-EastAsia Women’sAssociation,
SalvationArmy,
World Alliance of Young Men’s ChristianAssociations,
World JewishCongrees,
World Union of CatholicWomen’sOrganizations,
World Young Women’sChristianAssociation.

The ConferenceelectedSir SeneratGunewardeneof Ceylon asPresident,
andH.E. RearAdmiral A. 0. Olivieri of ArgentinaandDr. Mario Matteucciof
Italy asVice-Presidents.

No. 3850
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The Conferenceestablisheda WorkingPartyconsistingof representativesof
China,Colombia,El Salvador,the FederalRepublicof Germany,France,Israel,
Italy, Japan,the Netherlands,Sweden,the observerfrom Canadaandsuchother
of the representativesattendingthe Conferenceasdesiredto participatein delib-
erationsof the Working Party elected Dr. Mario Matteucci of Italy, Mme.
Kr~mer-Bachof France, Mr. Haim Cohn of Israel, and H.E. Dr. Miguel
Urquia of El Salvadorto act in rotation as chairmen during the discussionof
the various articlesof the Conventionreviewedby the Working Party at the
request of the Conference.

TheConferencealsoset up aDrafting Committee,composedof representa-
tivesof El Salvador,France,Israel andthe observerfrom Canada,andaCommit-
tee on Credentialscomposedof the Presidentandthe two Vice-Presidentsof the
Conference.

The Conferencetook as the basisof discussionthe text of the Convention
drawn up by a committee of expertsconvened by the Secretary-Generalin
accordancewith resolution390 H’ (XIII) of the EconomicandSocial Council.
This committeemet in Genevafrom 18 to 28 August1952,andsubmittedto the
Council a reportwhich containedthe draft Conventionof the RecoveryAbroad
of Claims for Maintenance. The Conferenceconsideredthe draft Convention
article by article, referingsuch articleswhere necessaryto the Working Party
andto the Drafting Committeefor review.

The Conferenceadoptedunanimously, and openedfor signatureat the
Headquartersof the United Nations, in New York, the Conventionon the
RecoveryAbroad of Maintenance,which is annexedto this Final Act. The
Conferencealso adoptedthe resolution which is annexed2to this Final Act.

At the requestof the delegationof Argentina, the following declarationis
insertedin this Final Act

“As regards article 12:

“If anotherContractingParty should extend the application of the
Conventionto territoriesunderthesovereigntyof the ArgentineRepublic,
suchextensionwill in no way affect the rights of that Republic.

“As regardsarticle 16:

“The Argentine Governmentreservesthe right not to apply the
procedureprovidedfor in this articleto any disputewhichconcerns,directly
or indirectly, the territoriesmentionedin the declarationmadeby the said
Government with respect to article 12.

‘United Nations, Official Recordsof the Economicand Social Council, Thirteenth Session,
SupplementNo. I (E/2152),p. 47.

Seep. 10 of this volume.

No. 3850
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersignedrepresentativesand observershave
signedthis Final Act, reservingthe position of their respectiveGovernmentsas
regardssignature,ratification andaccessionto the Convention.

DONE at New York, this twentiethday of June,onethousandnine hundred
andfifty-six, in onecopy, in theChinese,English, French,RussianandSpanish
languages,eachtext being equallyauthentic. This Final Act andthe Conven-
tion annexedthereto’shallbe depositedwith theSecretary-Generalof theUnited
Nations who shall sendcertified true copiesthereofto Membersof the United
Nationsandto all otherStatesreferredto in article13 of theConvention.

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE

ON MAINTENANCE OBLIGATIONS

TheConference,

Consideringthat, underarticle7 of the Conventionon the RecoveryAbroad
of Maintenanceadopted by this Conference,rules are establishedregarding
lettersof requestfor further evidenceif provisionis madefor suchlettersin the
laws of the two ContractingPartiesconcerned,

Decidesto requestthe Secretary-Generalof the UnitedNations to prepare
and circulate to the Statesreferred to in article 13 of the Conventiona list
showingthe Stateswhoselaws provide for letters of request.

‘See p. 32 of this volume.
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FonAFGHANISTAN:

POUR L’AFCHANISTAN:

8a A~raxnicTaH:

POR EL AFOANISTAN:

FoR ARGENTINA:

PouR L’ARGENTINE:

3a ApreErHay:

POR LA ARGENTINA:

L. H. TETTAMANTI

FOR Aus’FWA:

POUR L’AUTR:cHE:

3a AEcTpmo:

Pon AUSTRIA:

F. MATSCH

FOR THE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM:

POUR LE ROYAUME BE BLLCIQUE:

Sa ROPOJIOBCTBOBe.imrirn:

POR EL REINO DE BELCICA:

JosephNiso~

FOR BouviA:

POUR LA BOLIVIE:

8a Bo.smImo:

POR BouvL&:

G. QUIROGA GALDO

FOR CAMBODIA:

POUR LE CAMBODGE:

3a taM60~sy

FOR CAMBOJA:

L~CHINLY
No. 3850
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FOR CEYLON:

POUR CEYLAN:

3a J1~e~tJxoli:

POR CEILAN:

FOR CHINA:

PounLA Cmui~:
8:11l~1I

3a Itisra~:

P0R LA CHINA:

FOR COLOMBIA:

Poun LA COLOMBIE:

3a Ro~iyi.6mo:

Poi~COLOMBIA:

FOR COS1~’ARICA:

POUR LE COSTA-RICA:

3a liocTa-PRIty:

POR COSTA RICA:

R. S. S. GUNEWARDENE

Yu-Chi HSUEH

FOR CUBA:

POUR CUBA:

SaItyóy:

PoE CUBA:

FOR Dnr~i4i.nx:
POUR LE DANE1~uu~:

3a,Z~an~:

PORDINAMABCA:

Uldarica MA~iAS

Silvia SHELTON

Ernst MEINSTORP

N°3850
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FOR TIlE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC:

Poun LA REPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE:

jfl~fl~:

Sa ~o~mnxn~a~cayioPecxry6zmty:

PoE LA REI’~BUCA DOMINICANA:

R. 0. GAL VAN

FOR ECUADOR:

POUR L’EQUATEUR:
fl~J~:
3a SIcBa~Op:

POR EL ECUADOR:

José V. TRUJILLO

FOR EL SALVADOR:

POURLE SALVADOR:

Sa 0a~n~aai~op:

POR EL SALVADOR;

M. Rafael URQUfA

FOR FRANCE:

POUR LA FRANCE:

Sa ~I~paugmo:

POE FI~iwCIA:
Bly. EPINAT

FOR THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY:

Poun LA REPUBLIQUE FEDERALE D’ALLEMAGNE:

3a4ep~epaTnBuyxoPecny6nn~yrepMaHaa:

FOR LA REPI~BLICA FEDERAL DE ALEMANIA:

Arthur BOLOW
Hans H. WALLICHS

FOR GREECE:

POUR LA GRECE:

3a rpe~o:

Pon GEECIA:

Christian PALAMAS
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FORIRAN:

PounL’IRAN:

3a llpaH:

POR IRAN:

Fon ISRAEL:

POURISRAIlL:

Ballapaivm:

Pon ISRAEL:

FORITALY:

PounL’ITALIE:

Ba llTazmo:

POR ITALIA:

M. ANSARI

H. COHN

FOR JAPAN:

PounLE JAPON

U
Ba ~Ino~nio:

POEEL JAPÔN:

Mario MATTEUCCI

Toshikazu KASE

FOR THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA:

PounLA REPUBLIQUE DE COREE:

Ba Kope~c~yioPeciiy6~imty:

PoELA REPi~BUCABE COREA:

Ben C. LIMB

FOR MEXICO:

POUR LE MEXIQUE:

Ba Mexccmty:

PoaMExICo:

Luciano JOUBLANC RIVAS

N 3850
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FOR MONACO:

POUR MONACO:

3a MoHazo:

POR MdNACO:

Marcel PALMARO

FOR THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS:

POUR LE ROYAUME DES PAYS-BAS:

Ba RopozescmoHE,i~epJIaH,i~oB:

PonEL REIN0 BE LOS PAISES BAJOS:
P. J. DE KANTER

P. EIJSSEN

FOR TIlE KINGDOM OF NORWAY:

POUR LE ROYAUME BE N0RvEGE:

Ba ItopozeBcmoHopRerim:

POE EL REINO DE NORUEGA:

Erik DONS

FOR THE PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC:

POUR LA REPUBLIQUE DES PHILIPPINES:

35 ~iviimum~c~cyioPecny6.imi~y:

POR LA REP~iBUCABE FILIPINAS:

Mauro Ma~NDEz
FOR SWEDEN:

POUR LA SUEDE:

3aJ1lBeL~mo:

POE SUECIA:

Sten RUDHOLM

Folke PERSSON

FOR URUGUAY

POUR L’URUCUAYI

Ba Ypyrsa~:

POE EL URUGUAY:

CésarMONTERO B.
No. 3850
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FOR VATICAN CITY:
POURLA CITE DV VATICAN:

~J*I~l:
3a Ba~rmcaH:

POR LA CIUDAD DEL VATICANO:

FOR YUGOSLAVIA:

POUR LA YOUGOSLAVIL~

Ba IOroc.aaBmo:

POE YUGOESLAVIA:

Edward E. SWANSTROM

Aloysius J. WYCISLO

AleksandarBozovic

FOB CANADA:

POUR LE CANADA:

Ba RaHa~y:

POE EL CANADA:

OBSERVERS— OBSERVATEURS
— H O,II4TEJIII — OBSERVADORES

Robert E. CURRAN

FOR CZECHOSLOVAKIA:

Poun LA TCHECOSLOVAQUIE:

Ba ~IeXOCJIOBaER1O

Pon CHECOESLOVAQUIA:

Fou GUATEMALA:

PounLE GUATEMALA:

Ba FBaTeMaJIy:

POE GUATEMALA:

I. LEMUS DIMAS

N 3850
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FoR LEBANON:

PounLE LIBAN:

3a .JIaj~aiz:

P0R EL LfBAN0:

FOR Pnuu:

PounLE PEuov:

Ba ilepy:

Pon EL PER~:

M. F. MA~IRTUA

Fon SWITZERLAND:

POUR LA SUISSE:

Ba IHBeih~apmO:

POR SUIZA:

Jflrg ISELIN

FOR TURKEY:

POUR LA TURQUIE:

3a Typn~mo~

Pon TURQUIA:

FoRTIlE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERNIRELAND:

POURLE R0YAUME-UNI BE GRANDE-BRETAGNEET D’IRLANDE DU Noim:

3a Coe~nHemoeltopozescvsoBezmco5pnTai~nn~ Ce~epuoAHpza~im:
PoE EL REINO UNIDO BE GRAN BRETA~AE IRLANDA DEL NORTE

FOR VFnnzuELA:

POUR LE VENEZUELA;

3a BeEecya.ny:

Pon VENEZUELA;
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ThE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE:

LE PRÉSIDENTBE LA CONFERENCE:

llpe~ce~aTeJ1hItouc~)epeHI~IIn:

EL PRESIDENTE BE LA CONFERENCIA:

R. S. S. GUNEWARDENE

Fon THE SECRETARY-GENERALOF THE UNITED NATIONS:

Poun LE SECRETAIRE GENERAL BE L’ORGANIsATLoN DES NATIONS UNIES:

Ba relLepa.)Ibuoro CeEpelapaOpraHn3aum:O&be~WncHasIxHawdi;

Pon EL SECRETARIO GENERAL DE LAS NACIONESUNIDAS:

Oscar SCHACHTER

TEE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE CONFERENCE:

Ln SECRETAIREEXECUTIF BE LA CONFERENCE:

Hcno.iamTeAaHaI~cexcpeTapi.RoH4epeNu}m:

Ex. SECRETA1H0EJECUTIVO BE LA CONFERENCIA:

Paolo C0NTINI

N~3850



32 United Nations — Treaty Series 1957

CONVENTION’ ON THE RECOVERY ABROAD OF MAIN-
TENANCE. DONE AT NEW YORK, ON 20 JUNE 1956

PREAMBLE

Considering the urgency of solving the humanitarian problem resulting
from thesituation of personsin needdependentfor their maintenanceon persons
abroad,

Considering that the prosecution or enforcement abroad of claims for

maintenancegives rise to seriouslegal andpractical difficulties, and

Determinedto provide a meansto solvesuch problems and to overcomesuch
difficulties,

TheContracting Partieshaveagreedasfollows:

Article 1

SCOPE OF THE CONVENTION

1. Thepurposeof this Convention is to facilitate the recovery of mainten-
anceto which aperson,hereinafterreferredto asclaimant,who is in theterritory
of one of the ContractingParties,claims to be entitled from anotherperson,
hereinafterreferredto as respondent,who is subjectto the jurisdiction of another
ContractingParty. This purposeshallbe effectedthroughtheofficesof agencies
which will hereinafterbe referredto as Transmitting and ReceivingAgencies.

2. The remediesprovided for in this Convention are in addition to, and
not in substitution for, any remediesavailableunder municipal or international

law.

‘Came into force on 25 May 1957, the thirtieth day following the date of depositwith the
Secretary-Generalof the United Nationsof the third instrumentof ratification or accession,in
accordancewith article 14. The following Stateshavedepositedtheir instrumentsof ratificationor
accession(a) on the datesindicated:

Morocco 18 March1957 (a)
Israel* 4 April 1957
Guatemala 25 April 1957
*Wjth the following reservations;

“Article 5: The Transmitting Agency shall transmit under paragraph1 any order,
final or provisional, and anyother judicial act, obtainedby the claimant for the paymentof
maintenancein a competenttribunalof Israel,and,wherenecessaryandpossible,therecord
of theproceedingsin which suchorderwasmade.

“Article 10; Israelreservestheright:
“a) to take the necessarymeasuresto preventtransfersof fundsunder this Article for

purposesotherthanthe bonafide paymentof existingmaintenanceobligations;
“b) to limit the amountstransferablepursuantto this Article, to amounts necessaryfor

subsistence.”

No. 3850
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Article 2

DESIGNATION OF AGENCIES

1. EachContractingParty shall, at the time whenthe instrumentof rati-
ficationor accessionis deposited,designateoneor morejudicial or administrative
authorities which shallact in its territory asTransmittingAgencies.

2. EachContracting Party shall, at thetime whenthe instrumentof ratifi-
cationor accessionis deposited,designatea public or privatebodywhichshallact
in its territory as ReceivingAgency.

3. EachContractingParty shall promptly communicateto the Secretary-
Generalof the United Nations the designationsmadeunderparagraphs1 and2
and any changesmade in respectthereof.

4. Transmittingand ReceivingAgenciesmay communicatedirectly with
Transmittingand ReceivingAgenciesof other ContractingParties.

Article 3

APPLICATION TO TRANSMITTING AGENCY

1. Whereaclaimantis in theterritoryof oneContractingParty,hereinafter
referred to as the Stateof the claimant,and the respondentis subject to the
jurisdiction of anotherContractingParty, hereinafterreferredto as the Stateof
the respondent,the claimantmay makeapplication to a TransmittingAgency
in theStateof theclaimantfor the recoveryof maintenancefrom the respondent.

2. Each ContractingParty shall inform the Secretary-Generalas to the
evidencenormally requiredunderthe law of the Stateof the ReceivingAgency
for theproofof maintenanceclaims,of the mannerin whichsuchevidenceshould
be submitted,and of other requirementsto be complied with under suchlaw.

3. The application shall be accompaniedby all relevant documents,
including, wherenecessary,apowerof attorneyauthorizingthe ReceivingAgency
to act, or to appoint someotherpersonto act, on behalfof the claimant. It shall
also be accompaniedby a photographof the claimant and,where available,a
photographof the respondent.

4. The TransmittingAgencyshall takeall reasonablestepsto ensurethat
the requirementsof the law of the Stateof the ReceivingAgency arecomplied
with; and,subjectto therequirementsof suchlaw, the applicationshall include:

(a) the full name,address,dateof birth, nationality,andoccupationof
the claimant, andthe nameand addressof any legal representativeof the
claimant;

No. 3850
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(b) thefull nameof therespondent,and,sofar asknownto theclaimant,
his addressesduring the precedingfive years,dateof birth, nationality,and
occupation;

(c) particularsof thegroundsupon which the claim is basedandof the
relief sought,andany otherrelevantinformation such as the financial and
family circumstancesof the claimantandthe respondent.

Article 4

TRANSMISSION OF DOCUMENTS

1. TheTransmittingAgencyshalltransmitthe documentsto the Receiving
Agencyof theStateof the respondent,unlesssatisfiedthat the applicationis not
madein good faith.

2. Before transmitting such documents,the Transmitting Agency shall
satisfy itself that they are regular as to form, in accordancewith the law of the
Stateof theclaimant.

3. The Transmitting Agency may expressto the Receiving Agency an
opinion as to the merits of the caseandmay recommendthat free legal aid and
exemption from costs be given to the claimant.

Article 5

TRANSMISSION OF JUDGEMENTS AND OTHER JUDICIAL ACTS

1. TheTransmitting Agencyshall, at the requestof the claimant,transmit,

underthe provisionsof article 4, any order, final or provisional,and any other
judicial act, obtainedby the claimant for the paymentof maintenancein a
competenttribunal of any of the ContractingParties, and, where necessary
and possible, the record of the proceedingsin which such order was made.

2. The ordersandjudicialacts referredto in the precedingparagraphmay
be transmittedin substitutionfor or in additionto the documentsmentionedin
article3.

3. Proceedingsunder article 6 may include, in accordancewith the law
of the State of the respondent,exequaturor registration proceedingsor an
action basedupon the act transmittedunderparagraph1.

Article 6

FUNCTIONS OF THE RECEIVING AGENCY

1. The ReceivingAgency shall, subjectalways to theauthoritygiven by
the claimant,take,on behalfof the claimant,all appropriatestepsfor the recov-
ery of maintenance,including the settlementof the claim and,wherenecessary,

No. 3850



38 United Nations — Treaty Series 1957

theinstitution andprosecutionof an actionfor maintenanceandtheexecutionof
any order or otherjudicial act for the paymentof maintenance.

2. The ReceivingAgency shall keepthe TransmittingAgency currently
informed. If it is unableto act, it shall inform theTransmittingAgency of its
reasonsandreturn the documents.

3. Notwithstandinganythingin this Convention,the law applicablein the
determinationof all questionsarising in any suchactionor proceedingsshallbe
the law of the State of the respondent,including its private internationallaw.

Article 7

LETTERS OF REQUEST

If provisionis madefor lettersof requestin the lawsof thetwo Contracting
Parties concerned,the following rules shall apply:

(a) A tribunal hearingan actionfor maintenancemayaddresslettersof
request for further evidence, documentaryor otherwise, either to the
competenttribunal of the otherContractingPartyor to any otherauthority
or institution designatedby the otherContractingParty in whoseterritory
the requestis to be executed.

(b) In orderthat thepartiesmayattendor berepresented,the requested
authority shall give noticeof the dateon which andthe place at which the
proceedingsrequestedare to take place to the ReceivingAgency and the
TransmittingAgency concerned,andto the respondent.

(c) Letters of requestshall be executedwith all convenientspeed;
in theeventof suchlettersof requestnotbeingexecutedwithin four months
from the receipt of the letters by the requestedauthority, the reasonsfor
such non-executionor for such delay shall be communicatedto the re-
questingauthority.

(d) The executionof lettersof requestshallnot give rise to reimburse-
ment of fees or costsof any kind whatsoever.

(e) Executionof lettersof requestmay only be refused:

(1) If the authenticityof the lettersis not established;
(2) If the ContractingParty in whoseterritory the letters are to be

executeddeemsthat its sovereigntyor safetywould be compro-
misedthereby.

Article 8

VARIATION OF ORDERS

Theprovisionsof this Conventionapplyalsoto applicationsfor thevariation
of maintenanceorders.

No. 3850
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Article 9

EXEMPTIONS AND FACILITIES

1. In proceedingsunder this Convention, claimants shall be accorded
equal treatmentand the sameexemptionsin the paymentof costsandchargesas
aregivento residentsor nationalsof theStatewherethe proceedingsare pending.

2. Claimantsshallnotbe required,becauseof their statusas aliensor non-
residents,to furnish any bond or makeany paymentor depositas security for
costs or otherwise.

3. Transmitting and Receiving Agencies shall not charge any fees in

respectof servicesrenderedunderthis Convention.

Article 10

TRANSFER OF FUNDS

A Contracting Party, under whose law the transfer of funds abroad is
restricted,shall accordthe highestpriority to the transferof funds payableas
maintenanceor to coverexpensesin respectof proceedingsunder this Conven-
tion.

Article 11

FEDERAL STATE CLAUSE

In the caseof a Federalor non-unitaryState,the following provisionsshall
apply:

(a) With respectto thosearticlesof this Conventionthat comewithin
the legislativejurisdiction of thefederal legislativeauthority,the obligations
of the FederalGovernmentshall to this extent be the sameas thoseof
Partieswhich are not FederalStates;

(b) With respectto thosearticlesof this Conventionthat comewithin
the legislativejurisdiction of constituentStates,provincesor cantonswhich
are not, underthe constitutionalsystemof the Federation,bound to take
legislative action,the FederalGovernmentshallbring sucharticleswith a
favourablerecommendationto the notice of the appropriateauthoritiesof
States,provincesor cantonsat the earliestpossiblemoment;

(c) A FederalStatePartyto this Conventionshall,atthe requestof any
otherContractingParty transmittedthroughthe Secretary-General,supply
astatementof the law andpracticeof the Federationandits constituentunits
in regardto any particularprovisionof the Convention,showingthe extent
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to which effect has been given to that provision by legislative or other
action.

Article 12

TERRITORIAL APPLICATION

The provisionsof this Conventionshall extendor be applicableequally to
all non-self-governing,trust or otherterritories for the internationalrelationsof
whichaContractingPartyis responsible,unlessthelatter, on ratifying oracceding
to this Convention, has given notice that the Conventionshall not apply to
any one or more of such territories. Any Contracting Party making such a
declarationmay,at anytime thereafter,by notification to the Secretary-General,
extendthe applicationof the Conventionto anyor all of suchterritories.

Article 13

SIGNATURE, RATIFICATION AND ACCESSION

1. This Conventionshallbe openfor signatureuntil 31 December1956on
behalfof any Memberof the United Nations,any non-memberStatewhich
is a Party to the Statuteof the InternationalCourt of Justice,or memberof a
specializedagency,andany othernon-memberStatewhich hasbeeninvitedby
the EconomicandSocial Council to becomeaParty to the Convention.

2. This Convention shall be ratified. The instruments of ratification
shall be depositedwith theSecretary-General.

3. This Conventionmay be accededto at any time on behalfof any of the
Statesreferredto in paragraph1 of this article. The instrumentsof accession
shall be depositedwith the Secretary-General.

Article 14

ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Convention shall comeinto force on thethirtieth dayfollowing the
date of deposit of the third instrumentof ratificationor accessionin accordance
with article 13.

2. For eachState ratifying or accedingto the Conventionafterthedeposit
of the third instrumentof ratification or accession,the Conventionshallenter
into forceon the thirtieth dayfollowing the dateof the depositby suchStateof
its instrumentof ratificationor accession.
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Article 15

DENUNCIATION

1. Any ContractingParty may denouncethis Conventionby notification
to the Secretary-General.Suchdenunciationmay also apply to someor all of
theterritoriesmentionedin Article 12.

2. Denunciationshall take effect oneyear after the dateof receiptof the
notification by the Secretary-General,except that it shall not prejudicecases
pendingat the time it becomeseffective.

Article 16

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

If a disputeshould arisebetweenContractingPartiesrelatingto the inter-
pretation or application of this Convention,and if such disputehas not been
settledby othermeans,it shallbereferredto the InternationalCourt of Justice.
The dispute shall be brought before the Court either by the notification of a
specialagreementorby aunilateralapplicationof oneof the partiesto thedispute.

Article 17

RESERVATIONS

1. In theeventthat any Statesubmitsa reservationto any of the articlesof
this Conventionatthetimeof ratificationor accession,theSecretary-Generalshall
communicatethe text of the reservationto all Stateswhich are Partiesto this
Convention,andto the otherStatesreferredto in article 13. Any Contracting
Partywhichobjectsto the reservationmay,within aperiodof ninetydaysfrom the
dateof the communication,notify the Secretary-Generalthat it doesnotacceptit,
and the Conventionshall not then enter into force as betweenthe objecting
StateandtheStatemaking the reservation. Any Statethereafteraccedingmay
makesuchnotification at the time of its accession.

2. A ContractingPartymay at any timewithdraw areservationpreviously
madeandshallnotify the Secretary-Generalof suchwithdrawal.

Article 18

RECIPROCITY

A ContractingParty shallnot be entitled to avail itself of this Convention
againstother Contracting Partiesexceptto the extentthat it is itself boundby
the Convention.
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Article 19

NOTIFICATIONS BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

1. The Secretary-Generalshall inform all Membersof the United Nations
andthe non-memberStatesreferredto in article 13

(a) of communicationsunderparagraph3 of article2;

(b) of information receivedunderparagraph2 of article3;

(c) of declarationsand notificationsmadeunderarticle12;

(d) of signatures,ratificationsand accessionsunder article 13;

(e) of the dateon which the Conventionhas enteredinto force under
paragraph1 of article 14;

(f) of denunciationsmade under paragraph1 of article 15;

(g) of reservationsandnotificationsmadeunderarticle 17.

2. The Secretary-Generalshall also inform all Contracting Parties of
requestsfor revisionandrepliestheretoreceivedunderarticle20.

Article 20

REvISIoN

1. Any ContractingParty may requestrevisionof this Conventionat any
time by a notification addressedto the Secretary-General.

2. The Secretary-Generalshall transmitthe notification to eachContract-
ing Party with a requestthat such ContractingParty reply within four months
whether it desiresthe conveningof a Conferenceto considerthe proposed
revision. If a majorityof the ContractingPartiesfavour theconveningof aCon-
ferenceit shallbe convenedby the Secretary-General.

Article 21

LANGUAGES AND DEPOSIT OF CONVENTION

The original of this Convention,of which the Chinese,English, French,
Russianand Spanishtexts are equally authentic, shall be depositedwith the
Secretary-General,who shall transmit certified true copiesthereofto all States
referredto in article 13.
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FOR AFGHANISTAN:

Point L’AFGHANISTAN:

3a A~raEScTaH:

POR EL AFGANISTA~:

FOR ALBANIA:

PointL’ALBANIZ:

Ba A.ixóaunto:

Poll ALBAraA:

Fon AECENTJ:

Poun L’ARGENTINEI

Ba AprenmBy:

Pon LA ARGENTINA:

FOR AUSTRALIA:

Poun L’AUsTRALIE:

3a Aacvpa.smo:

Pon AUSTRALIA:

Fon AUSTRIA:

Point L’AUTRICHE:

3a.AJIcI’pmo:

Post AUSTRIA:

F. MATSCH

December,21st,’1956

Fon TUE KINGDOM OF BELGIUM:

Pouni.n ROYAUME DE BLLGIQUEI

‘Ba ICopo~xeacraoBe.ar,rms:

POll EL REIN0 DE BELGICA:
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Foit BouvIA:
Point LA BOLIVIE:

Ba Bo.imERR:

Post BOLIVIA:

G. QUIROGA GALDO

Fon B1t&zIL:

Po13R LE BstEsu.:

3a Bpaaanno:

Poit EL BRASILI

FREITAS-VALLE

December 31st, 1956

Fost BULGARIA:

P~URLA BULGARIE:

Ba Bwirapa~:

Pon BULGARIA:

FOR THE UNION OF Buu~t&:

PouR L’UNION BIRMANE:

~J~i

Ba BHpMaHCEH~ Coma:

Post LA UNIoN BIRMANA:

FOR THE BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC:

PoustLA REPUBLIQUE SOCIALISTE SOVIETIQUE DE BIELORUSSIE:

3a Be.mopyccayio CoBercicylo Cogua.uscm~ecstyioPecnyô.rmsty:

POR LA REPi~’iBLICA SOCIALISTA S0WErIcA DE BIELORRUSIA:

L~CHINLY

Fon CAMBODIA

Poun LE CAMB000E:

3a ltast6o~iicy:

POst CAMBOJA:

No. 3850



1957 Nations Unies — Recueildes Traités 73

FossCANADA:

POUR LE CANADA:

Ba Rana~y:

PostEL CANiWA:

Fon CEYLON:

POUR CEYLAN:

3a II~e~JIoR:

POR CEuA14:

Fon CmuI:
Poutsin Cmii:

Ba
tIst.m:

Post Cmist:

R. S. S. GUNEWARDENE

FOR CHINA:

Poun LA CHINE:

Ba Itwra~:

Post LA CHINA:

Fou COLOMBIA:

PoutsLA COLOMBIE:

Ba RoJxyM6mo:

Pon COLOMBIA:

Fon COS~rARiCA:

PounLE COSTA-RICA:

Ba Rocra-Pmty:

Post COSTA RICA

Yu-chi HSUEH

4 December 1956

Alberto VENEGAs-T~iv~.&Yo
16 Ju1y~1956
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FossCUBA:
Poust CUBA:

Ba Ryóy:

POR CUBA:

Uldarica M~AS
Silvia SHELTON

FoR CZECHOSLOVAKIA:

Poun LA TCUECOSLOVAQUTE:

Ba qexocEoBaRmo:

Post CHECOESLOVAQUIA:

Foss DENMARK:

POUR LE DANEMARK:

Ba ,l~amsm:

Poll DINAMARCA:

Ernst MEINSTORP
28 December 1956

FORTHE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC:

PoustLA REPUBLIQUEDOMINICAINE:

Ba ~OIninflstallcKyIoPeclxy6Ailay:

Post LA REPfIBLICA DOMINICANA:

R. 0. GALvAN

FossECUADOR:

POUR L’EQUATEIJR:

Ba Baaa~op:

Post EL ECUADOR:

José V. TRUJILLO

FossEGYPT:

PoutsL’EGYPTE:

Ba ErmieT:

PostEGIPT0:
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FOR EL SALVADOR:

Point LE SALVADOR:

Ba Ca.in~sa~op:

PossEi~SALvADoR:

FOR ETHIOPIA:

PouisL’ETmopsE:

Ba B~1Eonnst~:

PossEnoPL4:

FossFINI~m:
Point LA FINLANDE:

Ba n~nn:
Post FIPUAIWIA:

M. Rafael URQUIA

Fost FRANCE:

PounLA FRANCE:

3a ~pam~nm:

Post FRANCi&:

Louis DE GUIRINGAUD
5 septembre 1956

FossTUE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY:

POUR LA REPUBLIQUE FEDERALE D’ALLEMAGNE:

3a4~e)IepaTIrnHy1oPecny5~rnicyPepstaasrn:

Pon LA REPOBLICA FEDERAL DE ALEMANIA:

Post GREECE:

PoustLA GstEcn:

3a Fpe~mo:

Poll GREGIA:

Arthur BilLOW

Hans H. WALLICHS

Christian PALAMAS
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FossGUATEMALA:

Point LE GUATEMALA:

3aPBaTeMaay:

POR GUATEMALA:

FOR HAITI:

Poun HAITI:

3a ra~:
PossIIAEFI:

Jacques LI~Gnss

21 décembre 1956

FossHoNDURAS:

Point LE HormuIsA.s:

BaFoH~ypae:

PonHONDURAS:

FossHUNGARY:

PoustLA H0NGRIE:

3a Bem’pmo:

POR Hur’JGRIA:

FossICELAND:

Point L’ISLANDE:

Ba HcEaHp~mo:

Post ISLAN3MM

FossINDIA.

PointL’INDE:

Ba Hn~mo:

Post LA INDIA:
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‘

FossINDONESIA:

POURL’INDONÉs:E:

Ba HwxoReamo:

Post INDONESIA:

Foss IIUI4:

Pont L’IRAN:

Ba lipan:

Post IRAiJ:

FossIRAQ:

PoustL’IRAK:

Ba lipaic:

Post IstAx:

Foss IRELAND:

POUR L’IstxsrmE:

flM:
Ba Hpaai~wm:

Post IRLANDA:

FossISRAEL:

Point IssuilL:

Ba Hapawm:

Post ISRAEL:

Fon ITALY:

Point L’ITALIE:

Ba Ilrastno:

POR ITAI,n:
• —

F ~‘

Leonardo VITTETI

10 agosto 1956

H. COHN
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FOR JAPAN:

PouR LE JAP0N:

El *:
Ba ~Tnornuo:

POR EL JAPÔN:

FORTHE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN:

POUR LE ROYAtJME DE LA JORDANIE IJACHEMITE:

Ba XameMm~cEoeRopoJIeBcTBoHop~aim~:

POR EL REINO BE JoRDANJA HACHIMrFA:

FOR THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA:

PouR LA REPUBLIQUE DE ConER:

Ba Kope~cicyioPecuy6~im~y:

POR LA REPERLICA BE COREA:

FOR LAOS:

POUR LE LAOS:

Ba Jlaoc:

POR LAOS:

FOR LEBANON:

POUR LE LIBAN:

Ba .JJHBSH:

POR EL LIBANO:

FOR LIBERIA:

POUR LE LIBERIA:

Ba .3h~6epHro:

Pon LIBERIA:
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FossLIBYA:

Poust LA LIBYE:

*~JJl~
Ba .Jlnsmo:

PostLIBIA:

Fost LIECHTENSTEIN:

POUR LE LIECHTENSTEIN:

3a .7IuxTeHr1rre~B:

POR LIECHTENSTEIN:

Foss~riinGRAND DUCHY OF LUXEMBOURG:

Pont in GRAND-DUCHE DE LUXEMBOURG:

Ba Beassicocrep~oremo.hnrcestóypr:

Post EL GstAr8 DucADo DR LUXEMBURGO:

FossMsxICo:

PoussLE MEXIQUEI

Ba MeEcRIy:

PostMExsco:

FossMONACO:

Poust MONACO:

3a Monasto:

PostMONACO:

Foss MOROCCO:

POUR LE MAROC:

Ba Mapostico:

Post MARRUE1OS:

Luciano JOUBLANC RIvAS

Marcel PALMARO
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FOR NEPAL:

Pont LE NEPAL:

Ba Henaa:

PostNEPAL:

FossTilE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS:

PoussLE ROYAUME DES PAYS~BAS:

Ba Ropo~xeacraoHB~epJiauj~oB:

Post EL Rstino DE LOS PAISESBAjos:

P. J. DR KANTER

P. EIJSSEN

FossNEW ZEALAND:

Pouss LA NOUVELLE.ZELANDE:

3a HOByIO Beaawwio:

PostNUEVA ZELAND:A:

FOR NICARAGUA:

PoussLE NICARAGUA:

Ba Hmcaparya:

POR NICARAGUA:

FOR THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY:

PoussLE ROYAIJME DR NORVEGE:

Ba KOPOJICBCTBOHopaerrm:

Post EL REIN0 DE NORUEGA:

FossPAKISTAN:

Pout LE PAKISTAN:

Ba Ilasacian:

Post EL PAKISTAN:
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FossPAN~4i1A:

Poustin PAN~tA:

Sa ilanaMy:

Post PANAMA:

FossPARAGUAY:

Po~inLE PARAGUAY:

Ba l1aparBa~:

Post EL PARAGUAY:

FoR PERU:

Pont LE PERou:

Ba ilepy:

Post EL PEsts~:

FossTHE PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC:

PoustLA REPUBLIQUE DES PHILIPPINES:

Ba ‘I’iuninrmstcstyio Pecny6~msty:

Post LA REPI~BLICA DE FILIPINAS:

FOR POLAND:

POUR LA POLOGNE:

Ba llo.ii~my:

PossPOLONIA:

Foss PORTUGAL:

PoussLE PORTUGAL:

Ba llopryra~imo:

PossPORTUGAL:

Mauro M~rDEz
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FossROMA1NIA:

POUR LA R0uMANIE:

Ba Pyithmmo:

Post RUMANIA:

FoR SAN MAsur~o:
POUR S1tnT-MAIUN:

Ba Can-Mapmio:

FossSAN MARINO:

FossSAUDI ARABIA:

Point L’ARABJE SAOUDITE:

Ba Cay~oBcstyg~Aparnuo:

Post ARABIA SAUDITA:

FossSPAII’:
Pont L’ESPAGNE:

Ba IJcnaumo:

PostESPA1~A:

FossTHE SUDAN:

POUR LE SOUDAN:

Ba Cyi~an:

Post EL SUDAN:

Foss SWEDEN:

Poust LA SUEDE:

Ba fflaei~mo:

Pon SUECIA:

Gunnar JARRING
December4, 1956
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FossSWITZERLAND:

PoussLA SUISSE:

3afflne~h~apmo:

Post SUIZA:

FossSYstIA:

PoustLA SYRIE:

Ba ORplilo:

PostSRIIA:

Foss THMI~D:

Pont LA THAILANDE:

Ba Pastaassj~:

PostTAn~r*wIA:

Fost TUNISIA:

Point LA TUNISIE:

Ba Tyimo:
PostTI~NEZ:

FossTURKEY:

POUR LA TURQUIE:

Ba Typi~mo:

P0R TURQuIA:

FossTHE UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC:

PoussLA REPUBLIQUE SOCIALISTE SOVIETIQUE D’UKRAINE:

Ba Yicpamicicym CosercEymCoi~ssa.sHcTss4ecKyIoPeciiy6~imty:

Post LA REPUBLICA SOCIALISTA S0vIETIcA DR UcRAraA:

N’ 3850
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FossTUE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA:

Pouss L’UNIoN SUD.AFRJCAINE:

3a uo-A~pststancItu~CoIo3:

Post LA UNION SUDAFRICANA:

FossTHE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS:

Pc~~nL’UNION DES REPUBLIQUES SOCIALISTES SOVIETIQUES:

tfl~:
BaCoxoaCOBOTCRHX Con.staJmcTnqecstHxPecsry6~mn:

PostLA UNION DE REPI~BL:CASSOCIALISTAS SOWETICAS:

FossTHE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND:

Pcun LE ROYAUME.UNI DR GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET D’IRLANDE DU NORD:

Ba Coe~ststemsoeICopoaeaeTBoBeamtoópssrassim0 Ce~epstoAHpaauj~og:

Post EL REINO UNIDO DE GRAN BRETA~A E IRLANDA DEL NORTE

FostTUE UroTED STATES OF AMERICA:

PoustLES ETATS.UNIS D’AMERIQUE:

3a Coc~smemthIeUlr~mAssepmtn:

Post LOS ESTADOS UNmos DE AMERICA:

FossURUGUAY?

PounL’URUCUAY:

3a YpyrBa~:

Post EL URUGUAY:

FOR VATICAN CITY:
PoustLA CITE DU VATICAN:

3a BaTostass:

Post LA CIUDAD DEL VATICANO:

Edward E. SWANSTROM

Aloysius J. WYCISLO
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FossVENEZUELA:

Poust I.E VENEZUELA:

Ba Benecya.ixy:

Post VENEZUELA:

Foss VIST-N~u~l:

Point I.E VIETNAM:

3a BaOTE8M:

Post Vissm~:

FOR YEMEN:

P~ustLE YEMEN:

3a I~eMeB:

Post EL YEMEN:

FossYUGOSLAVIA:

PoustLA Youcosi.Ayx~

3a IOro~3IaBRI0:

Post YUGOESLAVIA:

BRILEJ ~

31st of Dec. 1956
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