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No. 3855. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND AUSTRALIA RELATING TO NON-
IMMIGRANT PASSPORTVISAS. CANBERRA, 29 JULY
AND 9, 17 AND 20 AUGUST 1955

I

The American Embassyto the Australian Departmentof External Affairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 12.

The Embassyof the United Statesof Americapresentsits complimentsto
the Departmentof ExternalAffairs andhasthe honor to inform the Department
of the following matter.

In implementationof a directive of the PresidentdatedMay 26, 1954,2 to
facilitate travel to the United States,the Governmentof the United Statesis
preparedto makethe following changesin its immigration regulationsaffecting
theissuanceof non-immigrantvisas:

1. On thebasisof reciprocity,anon-immigrantvisamaybeissuedfor amaximum
validity of four yearsfor any numberof entriesandwith no fee,providedthe
passportis valid.

2. On the basisof reciprocity,anon-immigrantvisa may be revalidatedwithout
formal applicationany numberof times not exceedingfour years from the
dateof original issue,providedthe passportis valid.

3. Such a visa may be revalidatedif it is about to expire or expiresless than
twelve monthsprior to an application for revalidation.

4. Wherea visa valid for a singleentryis required,on the basis of reciprocitya
consularofficer may neverthelessissue a non-immigrantvisa valid for two
entries,providedtwo fees are collected,if fees are required.

5. Whereno feesare required,or the feesare equal, consularofficers mayissuea
combination “ B—i and2” (i. e., to cover a visit, the purposeof which is
both businessand pleasure). Where fees differ, a combination “ B—i
and 2 “ visa maybe issuedif the applicantpaysthe higher fee.

1 Cameinto force on 20 August 1955 by theexchangeof thesaidnotes.
a Not printedby theDepartmentof Stateof theUnited Statesof America.
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6. For countrieswhich feel it necessaryto charge a fee for each entry, the
Departmentof Statewould, on the basisof reciprocity,issueavisa valid for as
many entriesas the applicantdesiresif the fee is multiplied by the number
of intendedentries.

7. The retention of nameson the quota waiting list is permitted when B—2
(for pleasure)and F (student)non-immigrantvisasare issued. Nameswill
beremovedandnotreinstatedif the non-immigrantstatusis abused.

The Embassywould appreciatethe views of the Australian Government
regardingthe foregoingamendmentsand changesin the issuanceof non-immi-
grantvisas to enterthe United Statesandanindicationasto whetherthe Govern-
ment would be willing to acceptthesechangeson a reciprocalbasis whereby
similar treatmentwould be applied equally to American citizens travelling to
Australiain a non-immigrantstatus.

A.F.P.

American Embassy

Canberra,July 29, 1955

H

The Australian DepartmentofExternalAffairs to the AmericanEmbassy

1522/2/1

The Departmentof ExternalAffairs presentsits complimentsto theEmbassy
of the UnitedStatesof Americaandhasthehonourto acknowledgereceiptof the
Embassy’sNote No. 12 of 29th July, settingout the changeswhich the Govern-
ment of the United Statesis preparedto make in its immigration regulations
effecting the issue of non-immigrant visas.

Underthetermsof anagreementalreadyenteredinto with the UnitedStates,
American citizens travelling to Australia other than for permanentresidence,
arealreadygrantedvisas free of charge.

TheAustralian Government,on the basisof thereciprocityproposedin the
Embassy’sNote,is preparedto arrangefor visasfor Australia,valid for four years
andgoodfor anynumberofjourneyswithin thatperiod, to be issuedto American
citizenswho are visiting this countryasbonafide businessand tourist visitors.

The Australian Governmentis also agreeablethat visasalreadygrantedto
suchpersonsmaybeextended,for periodsup to four yearsfrom thedateof issue,
without formal application.

No. 3855
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Theforegoingwill showthat theAustralianGovernmentis preparedto offer
the reciprocity requiredfor the changesproposedby the United StatesGovern-
ment. The Departmentof ExternalAffairs would thereforebe grateful to learn
from the Embassywhenthe United StatesGovernmentintendsto introducethe
new procedureso far as Australia is concerned.

[s~L]
Canberra,(A. C. T.), 9th August, 1955

III

TheAmericanEmbassyto the AustralianDepartmentofExternalAffairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 17.

The Embassyof the United Statesof Americapresentsits complimentsto
the Departmentof ExternalAffairs and,with referenceto the Embassy’sNote
No. 12 of July 29, 1955,andtheNote from the Departmentof ExternalAffairs
No. 1522/2/1of August9, 1955, concerningcertain proposedreciprocalchanges
in the respectiveimmigration regulationsrelating to non-immigrantvisas, has
the honor to inform the Departmentthat the United StatesGovernmentplans
to putinto effectits newnon-immigrantvisaproceduresin relationto Australiaas
of September1, 1955. The following categoriesof non-immigrant visitors
would be affectedby this prospectivechangein United Statesvisaprocedures:

1. Visitors for businesspurposes(B—I)
2. Visitors for pleasure(B—2)
3. Personsin transit to a third ountry (C—i)
4. Crewmen(SeamenandAirmen)(D)
5. Students(F)
6. Representativesof informationmediaandtheir families (I)

It would be appreciatedif theDepartmentof ExternalAffairs could indicate
to the Embassyat what datethe AustralianGovernmentwould expectto put into
effect its own modified proceduresrespectingthe issuanceof non-immigrant
visasto American citizens. If agreeableto the Departmentof ExternalAffairs,
it is suggestedthat a representativeof the Embassydiscusswith the Department
the coordination of appropriatepublicity concerningthese new procedures.

A.B.E.
American Embassy
Canberra,August17, 1955
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IV

The Australian Departmentof External Affairs to the American Embassy

1522/2/1

TheDepartmentof ExternalAffairs presentsits complimentsto the Embassy
of the United Statesof Americaandhas the honour to acknowledgereceiptof
the Embassy’sNote No. 17 of 17th August,settingout the categoriesof non-
immigrant visitors to the United States who will be affected by the
forthcoming changein United Statesvisa procedures. The Departmenthas
takenaccountof the factthat theseprocedureswill enterinto effect on September
1st next.

TheAustralianGovernmentproposesto put its own modifiedproceduresfor
theissueof non-immigrantvisasto Americancitizensinto effecton the samedate.

The Departmenthasthe honourto inform the Embassythat the Australian
authoritiespreferto leave a public announcementregardingthe new procedure
to the Embassy.

[s~L]

Canberra,A. C. T., 20thAugust, 1955
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