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No. 3874. AGREEMENT1BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND NORWAY TO FACILITATE INTER-
CHANGE OF PATENT RIGHTSAND TECHNICAL INFOR..
MATION FOR DEFENSEPURPOSES. SIGNED AT OSLO,
ON 6 APRIL 1955

The Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Governmentof
Norway,

Having agreedin theMutual DefenseAssistanceAgreementsignedin Wash-
ington on January27, 1950,2 to negotiate,upon the requestof either of them,
appropriatearrangementsbetweenthemrespectingpatentsandtechnicalinforma-
tion;

Desiringgenerallyto assistin the productionof equipmentandmaterialsfor
defense,by facilitating andexpeditingthe interchangeof patent rights and tech-
nical information; and

Acknowledgingthat the rights of private owners of patentsand technical
information should be fully recognizedandprotectedin accordancewith the law
applicableto suchpatentsandtechnicalinformation;

Have agreedas follows

Article I

Each Contracting Governmentshall, wheneverpracticablewithout undue
limitation of, or impediment to, defenseproduction,facilitate the use of patent
rights, and encouragethe flow and useof privately-ownedtechnicalinformation,
as definedin Article VIII, for defensepurposes

(a) through the medium of any existing commercial relationshipsbetweenthe
ownerof suchpatentrights andtechnicalinformation andthose in the other
country having the right to usesuchpatentrights andtechnicalinformation;
and

(b) in the absenceof such existing relationships,through the creation of such
relationshipsby the ownerandthe userin the othercountry,

providedthat, in thecaseof classifiedinformation,sucharrangementsarepermitted
by the laws andsecurityrequirementsof both Governments,andprovidedfurther

Cameinto force on 6 April 1955, upon signatuxe,iii accordancewith article IX (a).
UnitedNations,Treaty Series,Vol. 80, P. 241 ; Vol. 157, p. 366; Vol. 178, p. 388; Vol. 223,

p. 326; Vol. 238, p. 316; Vol. 241, p. 484, and Vol. 266.
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that the termsof all sucharrangementsshallremainsubjectto theapplicablelaws
of the two countries.

Article II

When,for defensepurposes,technicalinformationis suppliedby oneContract-
ing Governmentto the otherfor information only, andthis is stipulatedat the time
of supply, the recipient Governmentshall treat the technicalinformation as dis-
closedin confidenceanduseits best endeavorsto ensurethat the information is
not dealt with in any mannerlikely to prejudice the rights of the ownerthereof
to obtain patentor other like statutoryprotectiontherefor.

Article III

When technical information made available, underagreed procedures,by
oneContractingGovernmentto the other for the purposesof defensedisclosesan
inventionwhich is or may be the subjectof a patentor patentapplicationheld in
secrecyin the countryof origin, similar treatmentshallbe accordeda corresponding
patentapplicationfiled in the othercountry.

Article IV

(a) Whereprivately-ownedtechnical information

(i) hasbeencommunicatedby or on behalfof theownerthereofto theContracting
Governmentof thecountryof which he is a national,and

(ii) is subsequentlydisclosedby thatGovernmentto theotherContractingGovern-
ment for the purposesof defenseandis usedor disclosedby thelatter Govern-
ment without theexpressor implied consentof theowner,

the Contracting Governmentsagreethat, where any compensationis paid to the
ownerby theContractingGovernmentfirst receivingtheinformation,suchpayment
shall be without prejudiceto any arrangementswhich may be madebetweenthe
two governmentsregardingthe assumptionas betweenthem of liability for com-
pensation. The Technical PropertyCommittee establishedunderArticle VI of
this Agreement will discuss and make recommendationsto the Governments
concerningsucharrangements.

(b) When,for the purposesof defense,technicalinformation is madeavailable
by anationalof oneContractingGovernmentto the otherGovernmentat thelat-
ter’srequestanduseor disclosureis subsequentlymadeof that informationfor any
purposewhetheror not for defense,the recipientGovernmentshall, at the owner’s
request,takesuchstepsas may bepossibleunderits laws to provideprompt, just,
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and effectivecompensationfor suchuseor disclosureto the extentthat the owner
may be entitled theretoundersuchlaws.

Article V

WhenoneContractingGovernment,or anentityor agencyownedor controlled
by suchGovernment,owns or hasthe right to granta licenseto use an invention
andthat invention is usedby theotherGovernmentfor defensepurposes,the using
Governmentshallbe entitledto usethe inventionwithout cost,exceptto the extent
that theremay be liability to a private owner with establishedinterests in the
invention.

Article VI

EachContracting Governmentshall designatea representativeto meet with
the representativeof the other ContractingGovernmentto constituteaTechnical
PropertyCommittee. It shallbethe function of this Committee

(a) To considerand makerecommendationson suchmattersrelatingto the
subject of this Agreement as may be brought before it by either Contracting
Government.

(b) To makerecommendationsto theContractingGovernmentsconcerningany
question,broughtto its attentionby eitherGovernment,relatingto patentrights
and technical information which arisesin connectionwith the mutual defense
program.

(c) To assist, where appropriate,in the negotiation of commercial or other
agreementsfor the use of patent rights andtechnical information in the mutual
defenseprogram.

(d) To take note of pertinentcommercialor other agreementsfor the use of
patentrightsandtechnicalinformation in the mutualdefenseprogram,and,where
necessary,to obtain the views of the two governmentson the acceptabilityof such
agreements

(e) To assist,whereappropriate,in the procurementof licensesand to make
recommendations,where appropriate,respectingpaymentof indemnitiescovering
inventionsusedin the mutualdefenseprogram.

(f) To encourageprojects for technical collaborationbetween and among
the armedservicesof the two ContractingGovernmentsandto facilitate the use
of patentrights andtechnicalinformation in suchprojects.

(g) To keepunderreview all questionsconcerningthe use,for the purposesof
the mutualdefenseprogram,of all inventionswhich are,or hereaftercome,within
the provisionsof Article V.

(h) To makerecommendationsto the ContractingGovernments,either with
respectto particular casesor in general,on the meansby which any disparities
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betweenthe laws of the two countriesgoverningthe compensationfor or otherwise
concerningtechnical information madeavailable for defensepurposesmight be
remedied.

Article VII

Uponrequest,eachContractingGovernmentshall,as far aspracticable,supply
to the other Governmentall necessaryinformation and other assistancerequired
for the purposesof

(a) affording the owner of technicalinformation madeavailable for defensepur-
posesthe opportunityof protectingandpreservinganyrights he may havein
the technicalinformation ; and

(b) assessingpaymentsand awards arising out of the use of patent rights and
technicalinformation madeavailable for defensepurposes.

Article VIII

(a) “Technical information” as used in this Agreementmeans information
originatedby or peculiarlywithin the knowledgeof the ownerthereofandthosein
privity with him andnot availableto the public.

(b) The term “national” as usedin this Agreementmeansany personwho is
a citizen or subjectof one of the ContractingGovernmentsor domiciled within
the territory of suchGovernment,or any businessenterpriseor otherorganization
organizedunder the laws of, and having a bona fide and effectivecommercial or
industrialestablishmentwithin the territory of, such Government.

(c) Theterm “use” includesmanufactureby or for a ContractingGovernment..

(ci) Nothingin this Agreementshallapply to patents,patentapplicationsand
technical information in the field of atomic energy.

(e) Nothing in this Agreement shall contravenepresentor future security
arrangementsbetweenthe ContractingGovernments.

Article IX

(a) This Agreementshall enterinto force on the dateof signature.

(b) The termsof this Agreementmay be reviewedat any time at the request
of either ContractingGovernment.

(c) This Agreementshall terminateon the date when the Mutual Defense
AssistanceAgreement terminatesor six months after notice of termination by
either Contracting Government,whicheveris sooner, but without prejudice to
obligationsand liabilities which havethen accruedpursuantto the terms of this
Agreement.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorized thereto by
their respectiveGovernments,havesignedthe presentAgreement.

DONE in duplicateat Oslo this 6th day of April, 1955.

For the Government For the Governement
of the United Statesof America: of Norway

L. Corrin STRONG Halyard LANGE

[SEAL] [SEAL]

AGREED MINUTES TO ARTICLE V

(a) It is understoodthat Article V is not applicableto companiesof share-
holders,corporationsor other entities in which a Contracting Governmentowns
less than 100 % of the sharesor other proprietary interests. EachContracting
Governmentwill, however,useits bestendeavorsto facilitate theuseon reasonable
terms for defensepurposesof any inventions of entities in which it has a
substantialbut less than 100% interest.

(b) It is further understoodthat Article V is not applicable to any patent
which might be expropriatedfrom private ownersby the Governmentof Norway
at therequestof andfor the purposeof defenseuseby theGovernmentof theUnited
States.
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