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No. 3885. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND, CANADA, AUSTRALIA, NEW
ZEALAND, THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, INDIA AND
PAKISTAN AND THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN RELA-
TIVE TO THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH WAR CEME-
TERY IN JAPAN. SIGNED AT TOKYO, ON 21 SEPTEM-
BER 1955

Whereasthe Governmentof Japanmade a Declarationwith respectto the
Treaty of Peacewith Japansignedat the city of San Franciscoon September8,
1951,2 to the effect that it would concludewith the Allied Powersconcernedsuch
agreementsasmight provenecessaryin connexionwith the wargraves,cemeteries
andmemorialsof suchAllied Powersin Japaneseterritory.

Whereasthe spirit embodiedin the above-mentionedDeclarationappliesas a
matterof courseto the wargraves,cemeteriesandmemorialsof India in Japanese
territory, notwithstandingthe fact that India is not a signatoryto the above-men-
tionedTreaty of Peace,and

Whereasthe Governmentof Japanon the onehand,andthe Governmentsof
the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland, Canada,Australia,
New Zealand,the Union of SouthAfrica, IndiaandPakistan(in thepresentAgree-
ment referred to as the “CommonwealthCountries”) on the other hand, being
animatedby acommondesireto honourthe memoryof thosewho havesacrificed
their lives for their countries,havedecidedto makeprovisionswith regardto the
cemeteries,graves and memorials of the membersof the Armed Forcesof the
CommonwealthCountries,who in the war of 1941-45 havefallen on the field of
battleor havediedandareburied in Japaneseterritroy;

The Governmentof Japan and the Governmentsof the Commonwealth
Countrieshaveagreedas follows

Article 1

(1) “Commonwealthcemetery”meansthe cemeteryand gravessituated at
Kariba-cho, Hodogaya-ku,Yokohama-shi,as indicatedin the Maps3 attached

1
Cameinto force on 22 June1956,’one month after the receipt,on 22 May 1956, by the

Governmentof Australia, representingthe CommonwealthCountries, of a note of acceptance
from the Governmentof Japan,in accordancewith article 10.

UnitedNations,Treaty Series,Vol. 136, p. 45 ; Vol. 163, p. 385 ; Vol. 184, p. 358; Vol. 199,
p. 344; Vol. 243, p. 326, and Vol. 260, p. 450.

~ Seeinsertsbetweenpages262 and 263 of this volume.
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to the presentAgreement,in whichareburied the bodiesof membersof theArmed
Forcesof the CommonwealthCountries,who havefallen on the field of battle or
havedied in thewar of 1941-45,andthe memorialswhich areor may be erected
in thesaid cemeteryin their honour.

(2) “The Commission” meansthe Imperial War Graves Commissionincor-
poratedby RoyalCharterof 21stMay, 1917.

Article 2

The Commissionis recognisedby the Governmentof Japanas the soleauthor-
ity chargedon behalfof the CommonwealthCountrieswith the permanentcare
in Japaneseterritory of the Commonwealthcemetery.

Article 3

(1) The Governmentof Japanshallgrant the useof the land (including all
structuresandplantationsthereon)comprising the Commonwealthcemeteryfree
of costto theCommissionsolelyfor the purposesset forth in thepresentAgreement
andfor a periodof 30 years,which shallbe renewedfrom time to timefor as long
as the landis usedfor suchpurposes.

(2) The Governmentof Japanshall ensurethe continuedexistenceof such
meansof accessto theCommonwealthcemeteryasarein existenceatthe timeof the
coming into force of the presentAgreement.

Article 4

Bodies of membersof the Armed Forcesof the CommonwealthCountries
shallnot beexhumedfrom the gravesin which theyrestwithout theconsentof the
Commission.

Article 5

(1) The Governmentof Japanrecognisesthe Commissionas an association
possessingjuridical personalityfor the purposeof ensuringtheupkeepof the Com-
monwealthcemetery.

(2) The Commissionis accordinglyauthorisedat its own cost to encloseand
lay out the Commonwealthcemeteryaccordingto a schemeapprovedby itself,
to erectsepulchralmonumentsor other suitablestructurestherein,to makeplan-
tationstherein,to enactregulationsgoverningvisits to theCommonwealthcemetery,
and to selectpersonswho may be nationalsof the CommonwealthCountriesto
takechargeof and to maintain the Commonwealthcemetery.

(3) Subject to the authorisationgrantedin the precedingparagraph,the
Commissionshall conformto Japaneselaws andregulationsrelatingto cemeteries,
graves,memorialsandotherstructures.
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Article C

(1) A Japanese-CommonwealthJoint Committeeshallbeestablishedto advise
theCommissionon theexerciseof the rightsreservedto thelatterunderthepresent
Agreement.

(2) The Joint Committee referred to in the precedingparagraphshall be
composedof three Commonwealth diplomatic representativeswho shall be
appointedby theCommission,andthreeJapanesememberswho shallbe appointed
by the Commission on recommendationby the Governmentof Japan, such
recommendationto betransmittedthroughdiplomaticchannels.

(3) The membersof the Joint Committeeshall be appointedfor aperiod not
exceedingthreeyearsandshall be eligible for reappointment.

(4) The Commissionshallappointa Secretary-Generalof theJoint Committee.

Article 7

None of the following national and local taxesor chargesof Japanshall be
levied on the Commonwealthcemetery,on the Commission,or on suchstructures
as are or may be erectedwithin the Commonwealthcemeteryandwhich aresolely
anddirectly necessaryfor the maintenanceandcareof the Commonwealthceme-
tery:

(a) RegistrationTax.
(b) PrefecturalandMunicipal InhabitantTax.
(c) Real PropertyAcquisition Tax.
(d) Municipal PropertyTax.
(e) All taxesor chargeswhich maybelevied in the futurein placeof the taxes

mentionelin (a), (b), (c) and (d) above.

Article 8

(1) The Commissionshall be at liberty to import, in reasonablequantity,
into Japaneseterritory free of customsor import dues monuments(including
headstones),stone,marble,or otherbuilding material, tools (including mechanical
appliancessuch as lawn mowers),automobiles(not including passengervehicles),
machineryandplant for water supply,which may be requiredby the Commission
for the direct purposesof constructing,maintaining, repairing,or carrying out
replacementsin, the Commonwealthcemeteryand also (subjectto suchconditions
as the competentJapaneseauthorities may considernecessaryas a safeguard
againstthe introductionof disease)trees,shrubs,plants, seedsandbulbsrequired
for the horticultural embellishmentor maintenanceof the said cemetery. How-
ever,the Commissionshall takesuchmeasuresas arenecessaryto ensurethat the
items which havebeen exemptedfrom customsor import duesare not disposed
of in Japaneseterritory without the prior consentof the competentJapanese
authorities.
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(2) The Governmentof Japanagreesthat in any particular caseunder the
precedingparagrapha certificatesigned by the Secretary-Generalof the Joint
Committee to the effect that the importationis being madefor the purposesas
provided for in the precedingparagraphshall be acceptedby the authoritiesas
sufficient evidenceto thateffect.

Article 9

Detailsof the mannerin which effect will be given to the presentAgreement
shall be agreedupon by consultationbetweenthe Japaneseauthoritiesandthe
Commissionrepresentingthe CommonwealthCountries.

Article 10

The presentAgreementshall enterinto force one month after the date of
receiptby theGovernmentof Australia,representingtheCommonwealthCountries,
of a Noteof acceptancefrom the Governmentof Japan.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly authorisedto that effect, have
signed the presentAgreement.

DONE at Tokyo on the twenty-first day of September,1955, in the Japanese
andEnglish languages,both textsbeing equallyauthentic,in a singlecopy which
shall be depositedwith the Governmentof Japan,and of which certified copies
shall be furnishedto the otherGovernmentspartiesto thepresentAgreement.

For the Governmentof Japan
Mamoru SHIGEMITSU

FortheGovernmentof theUnitedKingdomof GreatBritain
and Northern Ireland

EslerDENING

For the Governmentof Canada
T. C. DAVIS

For the Governmentof Australia:
A. B. JAMIESON

For the Governmentof New Zealand:
R. L. G. CHALLIS

For the Governmentof the Union of SouthAfrica:
EslerDENING

For the Governmentof India
B. R. SEN

For the Governmentof Pakistan:
0. H. MALIK
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