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No. 3917. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND
NORWAY CONCERNING THE SERVICE WITH THE
UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE OF NATIONAL
CONTINGENT PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF
NORWAY. NEW YORK, 21 JUNE AND 9 JULY 1957

The Secretary-General of the United Nations to the PermanentRepresentative
of Norway to the UnitedNations

P0 230 (3)
21 June 1957

Sir,

I havethe honourto refer to the resolutionsof the GeneralAssemblyrelating
to the United Nations EmergencyForce (UNEF) and particularly to resolution
1000 (ES-I) of 5 November19562andresolution 1001 (Es-I) of 7 November1956.~
I also havethe honour to refer to our previous communicationsconcerningthe
nationalcontingentprovidedby your Governmentfor servicewith UNEF.

2. It will be recalledthat the guiding principles for the organizationand
functioning of the Forceweresetout in paragraphs6 to 9 of the “SecondandFinal
Report” of the Secretary-Generalon the plan for an emergencyinternational
United Nations Force (A/3302). They were approvedby the GeneralAssembly
in paragraph1 of resolution 1001 (ES-I). By paragraph2 of the sameresolution
the GeneralAssemblyconcurredin the definition of the functions of the Forceas
statedin paragraph12 of the Secretary-General’sreport.

3. Paragraph7 of resolution 1001 (ES-I) authorizedthe Secretary-Generalto
issueregulationsandinstructionswhichmaybe essentialto theeffectivefunctioning
of theForce,followingconsultationwith theAdvisory Committeeestablishedby the
sameresolution,andto takeall other necessaryadministrativeandexecutiveac-
tions. Pursuantto this resolution I have,on 8 February 1957, concludedby ex-
changeof lettersanagreementbetweenthe United NationsandtheGovernmentof

Deemedto havetakeneffect asfrom 10 November1956, thedatethat thenationalcontin-
gent provided by the Governmentof Norwaydepartedfrom its homecountry to assumeduties
with UNEF, in accordancewith paragraph11.

2 United Nations,Official Recordso/ the Ge~’seralAssembly,Firsf EmergencySpecialSession,
SupplementNo. 1 (A/3354), p. 2.

2 United Nations, Official Records0/ the General Assembly,First EmergencySpecialSession,
SupplementNo. 1 (A/3354), p. 3.
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Egyptconcerningthestatusof UNEF in Egypt.1 On the samedateI submitteda
report(A/3526)2 on this Agreementto the GeneralAssemblywhichwasnotedwith
approvalby resolution A/RES/485 adoptedon 22 February 1957.~Following
consultation with the Advisory Committee, the participating states,and the
Commanderof the Force, I havealso issuedRegulationsfor the United Nations
EmergencyForce (ST/SGB/UNEF/1) on 20 February 1957.~ Copies of these
documentsare attachedas annexesI andII respectively.

4. The Regulationsreferredto aboveaffirm the internationalcharacterof the
Forceasa subsidiaryorganof the GeneralAssembly anddefinethe conditionsof
servicefor the membersof the Force. National contingentsprovidedfor UNEF
serveundertheseRegulations.

5. The Regulationsand the Agreementreferredto in paragraph3 of this
letter also secureto theForceandits individual membersthe privileges and im-
munities necessaryfor the independentexerciseof its functions. I should like
to direct your attentionto the provisionsof the Regulationsandof the Agreement
which provide theseprivileges and immunities and particularly to Article 34
of theRegulations(AnnexII) andto paragraphs10, 11 and12 of my letter to the
Ministry of ForeignAffairs of Egypt of 8 February 1957 (A/3526, pp. 4 and 5-
Annex I). It will benotedthatparagraph11 of this letterstatesthat “Members of
the Forceshall be subject to the exclusivejurisdiction of their respectivenational
Statesin respectof any criminal offenceswhich may be committedby them in
Egypt.” This immunity from the jurisdiction of Egypt is basedon the under-
standingthat the authoritiesof the participatingstateswould exercisesuch j uris-
dictionasmight benecessarywith respectto crimesor offencescommittedin Egypt
by any membersof the Forceprovided from their own military services. It is
assumedthat the participatingstateswill act accordingly.

6. I shouldalsolike to directyour attentionto Article 13 of theUNEF Regula-
tions (Annex II) concerning“Good OrderandDiscipline.” This Article provides:

“The Commanderof the UNEF shallhavegeneralresponsibilityfor the
good order of the Force. Responsibilityfor disciplinary action in national
contingentsprovidedfor the Forcerestswith the commandersof the national
contingents. Reportsconcerningdisciplinary action shall be communicated
to the Commanderof the UNEF who may consult with the commanderof
the national contingentand if necessarythe authoritiesof the Participating
Stateconcerned.”
7. In view of the considerationssetout in paragraphs5 and6 above,I should

appreciateyour assurancethat the commanderof the nationalcontingentprovided

‘ UnitedNations,Treaty Series,Vol. 260, p. 61. The text of this Agreementis alsoreproduced
in annexI to the presentAgreement,seep. 232 of this volume.

SeeAnnex I to thepresentAgreementonp. 232.
$ United Nations, Official Recordsof the General Assembly,EleventhSession,Supplement

No. 17 (A/3572),p. 62, resolution 1126 (XI).
‘ SeeannexII to thepresentAgreementon p. 232.
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by your Governmentwill be in a position to exercisethe necessarydisciplinary
authority. I should also appreciateyour assurancethat your Governmentwill
be preparedto exercisejurisdiction with respectto any crime or offencewhich
might be committedby a Memberof suchnationalcontingent.

8. The effectivefunctioning of the UnitedNationsEmergencyForce requires
that somecontinuity of serviceof units with the Forcebe ensuredin order that
the UNEF Commandermay be in a position to plan hisoperationswith knowledge
of what units will be available. I should, therefore,appreciateyour assurance
that the nationalcontingentprovidedby your Governmentwill not be withdrawn
without adequateprior notification, to the Secretary-General,so as to avoid the
impairmentof the ability of the Forceto dischargeits functions. Likewise, should
circumstancesrenderthe serviceof your national contingentwith the Force no
longernecessary,the Secretary-Generalundertakesto consultwith your Govern-
mentand to give adequateprior notification concerningits withdrawal.

9. Referenceis also made to Articles 11 and 12 of the UNEF regulations
which deal with “CommandAuthority” and“Chain of Commandand Delegation
of Authority”. Article 12 provides inter alia that changesin commandersof
nationalcontingentswhichhavebeenmadeavailableby participatinggovernments
should be madein consultationbetweenthe Commanderof the United Nations
EmergencyForceandtheappropriateauthoritiesof the participatinggovernment.

10. Finally, I suggestthat questionsinvolving the allocation of expenses
shouldbe dealtwith, in the light of relevant resolutionsof the GeneralAssembly,
in a supplementalagreement. Suchothersupplementaryarrangementsconcerning
theserviceof your nationalcontingentswith the Forcemay be madeas occasion
requires.

11. rt is the intention that this letter togetherwith your replyacceptingthe
proposalssetforth hereinshallconstituteanagreementbetweentheUnitedNations
andNorwayandshallbe deemedto havetakeneffectfrom the datethat thenation-
al contingentprovided by your Governmentdepartedfrom its home country to
assumedutieswith UNEF. It is also intendedthat it shallremain in force until
such time as your nationalcontingent may be withdrawn from the Forceeither
in accordancewith the termsof paragraph8 aboveor in thelight of developments
affectingthe functioning of the Forcewhich mayrenderits serviceno longerneces-
sary. The provisionsof paragraph12 relatingto the settlementof disputesshould
remainin force until all outstandingclaims havebeensettled.

12. It is also proposedthat all disputesbetweenthe United Nations and
your Governmentconcerningthe interpretationor applicationof this agreement
which arenot settledby negotiationor other agreedmodeof settlementshall be
referredfor final settlementto aTribunalof threearbitrators.Oneof thearbitrators
shall be appointedby the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations,one by your
Government,and the umpire shall be chosenjointly by the Secretary-General
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andyour Government. If the two partiesfail to agreeon the appointmentof the
umpirewithin onemonthof the proposalof arbitration by one of the parties, the
Presidentof the InternationalCourt of Justiceshallbe askedby eitherparty to
appoint the umpire. Should a vacancyoccur for any reason,the vacancyshall
be filled within thirty daysby themethodlaid downin this paragraphfor the origi-
nal appointment. The Tribunal shall comeinto existenceupon the appointment
of the umpireandat leastoneof theothermembersof theTribunal. Two members
of the Tribunal shallconstituteaquorumfor the performanceof its functions,and
for all deliberationsanddecisionsof theTribunala favourablevote of two members
shallbe sufficient.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General
The PermanentRepresentativeof Norway

to the United Nations

II

The PermanentRepresentativeof Norway to the United Nations to the Secretary-
Generalof the United Nations

PERMANENT MISSION OF NORWAY TO THE UNITED NATIONS

NEW YORK

9 July, 1957
Sir,

I havethehonourto referto your letterof 21 June1957 concerningthe service
with the United Nations EmergencyForceof the national contingentprovided
by my Government. In this letter you haveproposedthat my Governmentand
the United Nations should enterinto an agreementin accordancewith terms
providedtherein.

My Governmentacceptsthis proposaland agreesthat your letter and this
reply shall constitutean agreementbetweenNorway and the United Nations.
My Governmentalso gives the assurancesrequestedin paragraphs7 and8 of your
letter.

Pleaseaccept,Sir, the assurancesof my highestconsideration.

(Signed) Per VENNEMOE
Acting PermanentRepresentativeof Norway

to the UnitedNations

The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations
United Nations
NewYork, N. Y.
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ANNEX I

A/3526

ELEVENTH SESSION

AGENDA ITEM 66

QUESTION CONSIDERED BY THE FIRST EMERGENCY SPECIAL SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM I TO 10 NOVEMBER 1956

Reportof the Secretary-Generalon arrangementsconcerningthestatusof the United Nations
Emergency Force in Egypt

[For the text of this annex, see f. 144 of this volume]

ANNEX II

REGULATIONSFORTHE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE

[For the text of this annex,see p. 188 of this volume]
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