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No. 3918. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND RELATING TO

/ AN ASSISTEDPASSAGEMIGRATION SCHEME. SIGNED
AT LONDON, ON 1 APRIL 1957

AN AGREEMENT madethe First dayof April One thousandninehundredand
fifty-seven betweenHer Majesty’sSecretaryof Statefor CommonwealthRelations
~hereinaftercalled “The Secretaryof State”) of the one part andthe Government
of the Commonwealthof Australia(hereinaftercalled“the CommonwealthGovern-
ment”) of theotherpart.

WHEREAS under the Commonwealthand Empire SettlementActs, 1922 to
1957, the Secretaryof State may co-operatewith the Governmentof any part
of Her Majesty’s dominionsin formulating andcarrying out schemesfor affording
joint assistanceto personswho intend to settlein anypart of HerMajesty’sdomin-
ions overseas

AND WHEREAS the Secretaryof State and the CommonwealthGovernment
are willing to co-operatein the schemefor assistedpassagescontainedhereafter
in this Agreementin order to assistsuitablepersonsin the United Kingdom to
proceedto Australia for permanentsettlement

AND WHEREAS in accordancewith the provisionsof the said Acts the United
Kingdom Treasuryhaveconsentedto the Secretaryof State agreeingto the said
scheme:

Now THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH AS FOLLOWS

1. (a) The assistedpassageschemecontainedin this Agreementshall commence
on the 1st day of April, 1957, and,subject to the provisionsof paragraph(b) of
this clause,shall continueuntil the 31st dayof March, 1962.

(b) This Agreementmay be terminatedby either party giving six months
noticeof terminationto the other party.

2. The Secretaryof State shallmakea contribution at the rate of £150,000a
year in English currency,payablequarterly in arrear, towardsthe cost of move-

‘ Cameinto force on 1 April 1957 by signature.



238 United Nations— Treaty Series 1957

ment from the place of residenceto Australia of migrants selectedunder the
scheme;providedthat the total amountof the contributionsmadeby the Secre-
tary of Stateduring the periodof the said schemeshallnotexceedone half of the
total amount paidby the CommonwealthGovernmentpursuantto paragraph(d)
of Clause5 of this Agreement.

3. The CommonwealthGovernment shall provide passagesfor such selected
migrantsupon the following basis

(a) that personsof 19 years of ageand over at the dateof sailing shall be
chargedthe sum of ten poundsin Englishcurrencytherefor;

(b) that juvenileswho haveattained14 yearsof ageandhavenot attained
19 yearsof ageat the dateof sailingshallbe chargedthe sumof five pounds
in Englishcurrency;and

(c) that children who havenot attained14 yearsof ageat the dateof sailing
shallbe carriedfree of any charge;

providedalwaysthat the CommonwealthGovernmentandthe Secretaryof State
may agreeat any time to vary the amount of the contributionby the migrant.
If the migrant’s contribution is varied, the annualcontribution of the Secretary
of State underArticle 2 of this Agreementmay be variedby agreementbetween
the Secretaryof State andthe CommonwealthGovernment.

4. The CommonwealthGovernmentshall,wherenecessary,provide free travelling
facilities for migrantsfrom the port of disembarkationto the ultimate destination
in Australia.

5. Assistanceunderthe schemeshallbe given to suchpersonswith their depend-
antsasmay bejointly approvedby the Secretaryof Stateandthe Commonwealth
Governmentbeforesailing. The procedurefor the selectionandgrant of assistance
to migrantsunderthe schemeshallbe asfollows:

(a) Formsof applicationfor assistancewill be preparedby the Commonwealth
Governmentin consultationwith the Secretaryof State. No pamphlets
explaining the schemeshall be issued without the concurrenceof the
Secretaryof Stateandthe CommonwealthGovernment.

(b) Application forms when completedwill be forwarded by applicantsto
the Chief Migration Officer, Office of the High Commissionerin London
for the Commonwealthof Australia,who will havethe final responsibility
for deciding as to the suitability on mental,moral andother groundsof
eachapplicantandhis family for settlementin Australia. He will cause
the necessaryinvestigationsto be madethroughan officer of his Depart-
ment or other approved authority and will arrange for the requisite
medical examination.
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(c) The Secretaryof Stateshall haveaccessto the completedforms of appli-
cationandconnecteddocuments.

(d) The CommonwealthGovernmentwill makeall arrangementsfor booking
the passagesof approvedmigrantsandwill pay the claim of the shipping
companies therefor.

6. The CommonwealthGovernmentshallarrangefor the appropriateauthorities
in Australia to make adequateadministrativearrangementsfor the reception,
placementandaftercareof all migrantsupon arrival,andto securetheco-operation
of approvedvoluntary organisationsin this connection.

7. The CommonwealthGovernmentshall arrangefor the payment of normal
social servicebenefitsto migrants,such social servicebenefitsto include unem-
ploymentandsicknessbenefit (payablefrom andincluding the seventhday after
the dayupon which the migrant becomesunemployedor makesa claim for unem-
ployment benefit or becomesincapacitated)and child endowment,maternity
allowance,hospitalbenefit and pharmaceuticalbenefit.

8. The Secretaryof State andthe CommonwealthGovernmentshall bear their

own expensesof administeringthe scheme.

9. In the eventof a migrant not remainingin Australia for a minimum period
of two yearsafter arrival, the CommonwealthGovernmentshall be at liberty to
require him to repay to the Commonwealthof Australia the differencebetween
the costof hispassageandthe amountcontributedbyhim thereto. TheCommon-
wealthGovernmentmay alsorequireeachmigrant,prior to his departurefor Aus-
tralia, to sign an undertakingto makesuchrepaymentif he shoulddepartwithin
the two yearshereinbeforereferredto.

10. The CommonwealthGovernmentundertakesto arrangefor the United King-
dom authoritiesto be associatedwith the representativesof the Commonwealth
Government,to such extent as may be mutally agreed, in the arrangementsfor
the examination and selection of migrants at any time before their departure
from the United Kingdom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the High Commissioner for the Commonwealthof
Australia in the United Kingdom for andon behalfof the CommonwealthGovern-
ment andthe Secretaryof State for CommonwealthRelationshavesignedin du-
plicate this Agreement.

E. J. HARRISON

HOME
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