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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 3673. AGREEMENT’ BETWEENTHE GOVERNMENT OF
FINLAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF
SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS CONCERNING CO-
OPERATION FOR THE SAVING OF HUMAN LIVES IN
THEBALTIC SEA. SIGNEDAT HELSINKI, ON 7 DECEM-
BER 1956

The Governmentof Finland and the Governmentof the Union of Soviet
SocialistRepublics,with a view to establishingco-operationandcreatingfavour-
able conditionsfor therescue-of thepassengersandcrewsof vesselsand aircraft
in distressin theBaltic Sea,includingthe Gulf of Finlandandthe Gulf of Bothnia,
irrespectiveof the nationalityof suchvesselsandaircraft,

Have reachedagreementon co-operationas follows

Article 1

The searescueservicesof Finlandandthe USSRshalluse the personneland
equipmentat their disposalfor rescuingthe passengersand crews of vesselsand
aircraft in distressin the Baltic Sea,includingthe Gulf of Finland andthe Gulf of
Bothnia.

If the sea rescueservice of either Contracting Party receivesinformation
that avesselor aircraft is in distressat sea,it shallbe the duty of that serviceto
takesuchstepsfor renderingassistanceas are consideredmostappropriate.If the
placeof the disasteris situatednearerto thecoastof the other ContractingParty
or if for any other reasonit appearsnecessaryto do so, the searescueservice
receivingnewsof thedisastershall get into touch with the searescueserviceof the
otherContractingParty,andthe rescueoperationsshall in suchcasebe organized
as agreedupon betweenthem.

This procedureshall invariably be followed wheneverthe searescueservice
of one ContractingParty is informed that a vesselor aircraft belonging to the
other ContractingParty is in distress.

Rescueoperationsin the territorial watersof Finlandor of the USSRshallbe
carriedout in accordancewith the law of the country concerned.

1 Cameinto force on I January1957, in accordancewith article 9.
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Article 2

Distress signalsshall be receivedby the radio stationsof the Contracting
Partieson a frequencyof 500 kilocycles per second- (600 metres) in accordance
with internationalrules for the transmittingandreceivingof distresssignals.

Radio communicationsbetweenthe searescueservicesshall be established
throughradiostationOHC (Helsinki) in thecaseof thesearescueserviceof Finland
andthroughradio stationUMQ (Kaliningrad) in the caseof the searescueservice
of the USSR.

Radio communicationsbetweenthe searescueservicesshall be established
on a frequencyof 500 kilocyclespersecondandshall subsequentlybe continued,
as regardsOHC, on a transmittingfrequencyof 438 kiocyclespersecondand,as
regardsUMQ, on a transmitting frequencyof 441 kilocyclesper second.

Article 3

In individual cases,the Swedishradio stationSDJ (StavsnäsRadio) may be
usedfor radio communicationsbetweenthe searescueservicesof the Contracting
Parties. The two ContractingPartiesshallin this connexionseekthe consentof
the Governmentof Swedenso that such communicationmay be organized.

Article 4

In conductingrescueoperations,vesselsof the searescueservicesshall com-
municateby radio with eachother andwith thevesselor aircraft in distressover
station OHC or UMQ, as the casemay be, or, if possible,directly on a frequency
of 500 kilocycles persecondor 2,182 kilocycles per second(137.5metres).

Radiocommunicationshall be carriedon accordingto the InternationalCode
of Signalsor, if possible,in plain languagein English.

Article 5

The searescueservicewhich first dispatchesits rescueequipmentto render
assistanceor which first institutes rescueoperationsmay, if necessaryfor the
saving of humanlife, call upon the searescueserviceof the other Contracting
Party to render joint assistance.

The searescueservicereceivingsucha call shalldo its utmostto dispatchthe
requestedrescueequipmentto the position given.

The searescueservice receiving the call shall in all casescommunicateits
decisionas soonaspossible.
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Article 6

At the requestof the sea rescueservice of one Contracting Party, the sea
rescueserviceof the other ContractingPartyshall renderassistancein searching
for vesselsand aircraft lost without trace in the areato which this Agreement
applies.

Article. 7

EachContracting Party undertakesto give its searescueserviceandother
appropriateagenciesdetailedinstructionsfor complying with the provisions of
this Agreement.

Article 8

The provisionsof this Agreementshallnot supersedethe InternationalCon-
vention for the Unification of Certain Rules of Law respectingAssistanceand
Salvageat Sea, signedat Brusselson 23 September1910,1 or the International
Conventionfor the Safetyof Life at Sea,signedin LOndon on 10 June 1948.2

Article 9

This Agreementshallbevalid for a periodof threeyearsandshall comeinto
force on 1 January 1957. Unlessit is denouncedby eitherContractingParty not
later than six monthsbefore the expiry of the periodof validity, the Agreement
shallremainin forceuntil suchtime asit is denouncedby eitherContractingParty
at leastsix monthsbeforethe endof the currentcalendaryear.

DONE at Helsinkion 7 December1956,in duplicatein the FinnishandRussian
languages,both textsbeing equallyauthentic.

For the Governmentof Finland: -

Osmo ORKOMIES

For the Governmentof the Union of SovietSocialist Republics:

A. FROLOV

British and Foreign StatePapers,Vol. CIII, p. 441 ; and Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,
Vol. CCV, p. 220.

2 United Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. 164, p. 113; Vol. 167, p. 338; Vol. 172, P. 409 ; Vol. 173,
P. 416; Vol. 175, p. 374; Vol. 183, p. 372; Vol. 187, p. 464; Vol. 191, p. 406; Vol. 193, p. 361;
Vol. 198, p. 404; Vol. 200, p. 326; Vol. 202, p. 339; Vol. 210, p. 335 ; Vol. 212, p. 351 ; Vol. 218,
p. 390 ; Vol. 230, p. 438; Vol. 250, Vol. 252 and Vol. 253.
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