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No. 3957. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND
CANADA CONCERNING THE SERVICE WITH THE
UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCEOF NATIONAL
CONTINGENT PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF
CANADA. NEW YORK, 21 JUNE AND 29 JULY 1957

I

The Secretary-General of the United Nations to the PermanentRepresentativeof
Canadato the United Nations

P0 230 (3)
21 June1957

Sir,

I havethe honourto referto the resolutionsof the GeneralAssemblyrelating
to the United Nations EmergencyForce (UNEF) andparticularly to resolution
1000 (ES-I) of 5 November19562 andresolution1001 (ES-I) of 7 November1956.~
I also havethe honourto refer to our previouscommunicationsconcerningthe
national contingent provided by your Governmentfor servicewith UNEF.

2. It will be recalled that the guiding principles for the organizationand
functioning of the Forceweresetout in paragraphs6 to 9 of the “SecondandFinal
report” of the Secretary-Generalon the plan for an emergencyinternational
United Nations Force (A/3302). They wereapprovedby the GeneralAssembly
in paragraph1 of resolution 1001 (ES-I). By paragraph2 of the sameresolution
the GeneralAssemblyconcurredin the definition of the functionsof the Forceas
statedin paragraph12 of the Secretary-General’sreport.

3. Paragraph7 of resolution 1001 (ES-I) authorizedthe Secretary-General
to issue regulationsand instructionswhich may be essential to the effective
functioning of the Force, following consultationwith the Advisory Committee
establishedby the sameresolution,andto takeall other necessaryadministrative
andexecutiveactions. Pursuantto this resolution I have,on 8 February 1957,
concludedby exchangeof letters an agreementbetweenthe United Nations and

~ Deemedto have taken effect as from 13 November1956, the datethat thenational con-.
tingent provided by the Governmentof Canadadepartedfrom its home country to assume
duties with UNEF, in accordancewith paragraph11.

UnitedNations,Official Recordsof the GeneralAssembly,First EmergencySpecialSession,
SupplementNo. .1 (A/3354), p. 2.

United Nations,Official Recordsof the GeneralAssembly,First EmergencySpecialSession,
SupplementNo. 1 (A/3354), p. 3.
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the Governmentof Egypt concerningthe statusof UNEF in Egypt.’ On the
samedate I submitted a report (A/3526) on this Agreement to the General
Assemblywhich was noted with approvalby resolution A/RES/485 adoptedon
22 February1957.2 Following consultationwith the Advisory Committee,the
participatingStates,andthe Commanderof the Force,I havealso issuedRegula-
tionsfor the United NationsEmergencyForce (ST/SGB/UNEF/1)on 20 February
1957. Copiesof thesedocumentsareattachedas annexesI andII respectIvely~.

4. The Regulations referred to above affirm the international character
of the Forceas a subsidiaryorganof the GeneralAssemblyanddefine the condi-
tions of service for the membersof the Force. National contingentsprovided
for UNEF serveunder theseRegulations.

5. The Regulationsandthe Agreementreferredto in paragraph3 of this
lefter also secureto the Force and its individual members the privileges and
immunitiesnecessaryfor the independentexerciseof its functions. I shouldlike
to direct your attentionto the provisionsof theRegulationsandof the Agreement
whichprovidetheseprivilegesandimmunitiesandparticularlyto Article 34 of the
Regulations(annexII) andto paragraphs10, 11 and12 of my letterto the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Egypt of 8 February 1957 (A/3526, pp. 4 and5—annexI).
It will benotedthat paragraph11 of this letter statesthat “Membersof the Force
shall be subject to the exclusivejurisdiction of their respectivenational States
in respectof any criminal offenceswhich may be committedby them in Egypt”.
This immunity from the jurisdiction of Egyptis basedon the understandingthat
the authorities of the participating states would exercisesuch jurisdiction as
might be necessarywith respectto crimes or offencescommitted in Egypt by
anymembersof theForceprovidedfrom their own military services. It is assumed
that the participatingStateswill act accordingly.

6. I shouldalso like to direct your attentionto Article 13 of the UNEF Re-
gulations(annexII) concerning“GoodOrderandDiscipline”. ThisArticleprovides:

“The Commanderof the UNEF shall have general responsibility for
the good order of the Force. Responsibilityfor disciplinary action in na-
tional contingentsprovided for the Forcerestswith the commandersof the
national contingents. Reportsconcerningdisciplinary action shall be com-
municatedto the Commanderof the UNEF who may consultwith the com-
manderof the national contingent and if necessarythe authoriteis of the
ParticipatingState concerned.”

7. In view of the considerationsset out in paragraphs5 and 6 above, I
shouldappreciateyour assurancethat the commanderof the nationalcontingent

1 United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 260, p. 61.
2 United Nations, Official Recordsof the General Assembly,EleventhSession,Supplement

No. 17 (A/3572), p. 62, resolution 1126 (XI).
~ Seep. 54 of this volume.
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providedby your Governmentwill be in a position to exercisethenecessarydis-
ciplinary authority. I should also appreciateyour assurancethat your Govern-
ment will be preparedto exercisejurisdictionwith respectto any crime or offence
which might be committedby a Memberof such nationalcontingent.

8. The effectivefunctioningof theUnitedNationsEmergencyForcerequires
that some continuity of serviceof units with the Forcebe ensuredin order that
the UNEF Commandermaybe in a position to plan his operationswith knowl-
edgeof what units will be available. I should, therefore,appreciateyour assur-
ance that the national contingentprovided by your Governmentwill not be
withdrawn without adequateprior notification, to the Secretary-General,so as
to avoid the impairment of the ability of the Force to dischargeits functions.
Likewise, should circumstancesrender the service of your national contingent
with the Forceno longernecessary,the Secretary-Generalundertakesto consult
with your Governmentand to give adequateprior notification concerningits
withdrawal.

9. Referenceis also madeto Articles 11 and 12 of the UNEF Regulations
which dealwith “CommandAuthority” and“Chain of CommandandDelegation
of Authority”. Article 12 provides inter al’ia that changesin commandersof
national contingentswhich have beenmadeavailableby participatinggovern-
mentsshouldbe made in consultationbetweenthe Commanderof the United
Nations EmergencyForce and the appropriateauthorities of the participating
government.

10. Finally, I suggestthat questionsinvolving the allocation of expenses
shouldbe dealtwith, in the light of relevantresolutionsof the GeneralAssembly,
in a supplementalagreement. Suchother supplementaryarrangementsconcern-
ing theserviceof your nationalcontingentswith theForcemaybemadeasoccasion
requires.

11. It is the intention that this letter togetherwith your reply accepting
the proposalsset forth hereinshall constitutean agreementbetweenthe United
Nations andCanadaandshall be deemedto havetakeneffect from the date that
the national contingent providedby your Governmentdepartedfrom its home
country to assumedutieswith UNEF. It is also intendedthat it shall remain
in force until suchtime asyour nationalcontingentmay be withdrawn from the
Force eitherin accordancewith the terms of paragraph8 aboveor in the light
of developmentsaffecting the functioning of the Forcewhich may render its
service no longer necessary. The provisions of paragraph 12 relating to the
settlementof disputesshould remain in force until all outstandingclaims have
beensettled.

12. It is also proposedthat all disputesbetweenthe United Nations and
your Governmentconcerningthe interpretationor applicationof this agreement
which are not settled by negotiationor other agreedmode of settlementshall
be referred for final settlementto a Tribunal of three arbitrators.One of the
arbitrators shallbe appointedby the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations,
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oneby your Government,andthe umpireshallbe chosenjointly by the Secretary-
Generalandyour Government. If the two partiesfail to agreeon the appoint-
ment of the umpirewithin one month of the proposalof arbitration by one of
theparties, the Presidentof the InternationalCourt of Justiceshallbe askedby
either party to appoint the umpire. Should a vacancyoccur for any reason,
the vacancyshall be filled within thirty days by the method laid down in this
paragraphfor the original appointment. The Tribunal shall comeinto existence
upon the appointmentof the umpire and at least one of the other membersof
the Tribunal. Two membersof the Tribunal shall constitutea quorum for the
performanceof its functions,andfor all deliberationsanddecisionsof the Tribunal
a favourablevote of two membersshall be sufficient.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General

The PermanentRepresentativeof Canada
to the United Nations

ANNEX I

A/3526

ELEVENTH SESSION

AGENDA ITEM 66

QUESTION CONSIDERED BY THE FIRST EMERGENCY SPECIAL SESSIONOF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM I TO 10 NOVEMBER 1956

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON ARRANGEMENTS CONCERNING THE STATUS OF

THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE IN EGYPT

[For the textof this annexseeUnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 271,No. 3913.]

ANNEX II

REGULATIONS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE

tFor the textof this annex,seeUnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 271, No. 3913.]
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II

The Acting PermanentRepresentativeof Canadato the United Nationsto the Secre-
tary-Generalof the UnitedNations

PERMANENT MISSION OF CANADA TO TUE UNITED NATIONS

New York, N. Y., July 29, 1957
Sir,

I havethe honour to refer to your letter No. P0 230 (3) of June21, 1957,
concerningthe servicewith the UnitedNations EmergencyForceof the national
contingent provided by the Governmentof Canada. In this letter you have
proposedthatmy Governmentandthe UnitedNations shouldenterinto anagree-
ment in accordancewith the terms providedtherein.

My Governmentacceptsthis proposaland agreesthat your letter and this
reply shall constitutean agreementbetween Canadaand the United Nations.
My Governmentalso gives the assurancesrequestedin paragraphs7 and 8 of
your letter.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

G. S. MURRAY

Acting PermanentRepresentativeof Canada
to the United Nations

The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations
United Nations Headquarters,
New York 17, N. Y.
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