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No. 4014. PARCEL POST AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND ITALY. SIGNED AT
PRETORIA, ON 30 OCTOBER 1953, AND AT ROME, ON
20 DECEMBER 1953

Agreementmadebetweenthe Postmaster-Generalof the Union of South
Africa, Pretoria,of the onepart, andthe Director-Generalof Postsand Tele-
graphsof Italy, Rome, of the other part.

Wherebyit is agreedto effect a regulardirect exchangeof parcelsbetween
the Union of SouthAfrica andItaly as follows:

Article 1

CONDITIONS OF EXCHANGE

1. Parcelsunder the designationof postal parcels,may be exchanged
between the contracting administrations,either direct or through the inter-
mediaryof one or more other administrations.

2. Parcelsmay be forwarded in eitherclosedmails or in opentransit and
shallbe re-forwardedby the mostrapid landandsearouteswhich areused for
their ownmailsby the countriesundertakingthe transit.

3. The parcels shallbe despatchedin bags,boxesor baskets,and mails
shall only be madeup on such offices of exchangeas may be mutually agreed
upon by the administrationsconcerned.

4. Unless specially provided for in these arrangements,the conditions
asto posting,transmissionanddeliveryof parcels(includingthe levy of Customs
duty and other charges)and redirection within the limits of the country
of destinationshall be governedby the regulationsof the country concerned.

Article 2

WEIGHTS AND DIMENSIONS

The maximumweight of eachparcel shall not exceedelevenpoundsand
the maximum dimensionsshall not ordinarily exceedthree feet six inches in
lengthor six feet in lengthandgirth combined. Nevertheless,administrations,
should they so desire, may, after obtaining the consentof the intermediary
administration, exchangeparcels of slightly greater dimensions than those
abovespecified.

1 Caine into force on I January1954, in accordancewith article 21.
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Article 3

POSTAGE RATES

1. Prepaymentof postageon all parcelsis obligatory exceptin thecaseof
redirectedparcels.

2. The postageratesshallbe composedonly of the sumof the territorial

andmaritime ratesof origin, transit anddestination.

Article 4

TERRITORIAL AND MARITIME RATES

1. The territorial andmaritime chargesfor eachcountryof origin, transit
or destinationwill be at suchratesas may be agreedupon from time to time by
the contractingparties.

2. Theadministrationof origin undertakesto payto eachof theadministra-
tions taking part in the transportation,including that of destination,all costs
connectedwith the conveyanceof the mails, exceptingchargesfor redirection
mentionedin article 13.

Article 5

RESPONSIBILITY

1. Unlessspecialagreementexists, administrationsarenot responsiblein
principle, for the loss, spoliation or damage of parcels. Administrations,
however,will examinein all good faith claims which aresubmittedto them in
this connection.

2. The senderof a parcel shall be responsiblefor ensuringthat it is
securelypackedin sucha manneras to protect the contentsfrom damage.

Article 6

PROHIBITIONS

1. Parcelsmay not contain substancesof a dangerous,destructive,ex-
plosive or offensive nature, or contrabandarticles or substances,or liquids
(unlesssecurelypackedin proper cases)nor maythey contain a letter or any
article, the transmissionof which by parcel post is prohibited by the country
of destination.

2. Administrationsshall furnish to all contractingparties a list of the
articlestheimportationof whichis prohibited in their country.

3. Any parcel,the contentsof which arefoundto be prohibitedin terms
of the foregoing,shallwithout further formality be returnedto the administra-
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tion of origin. Exceptionally, dangerous,explosiveor offensive articlesshall
be disposedof in accordancewith the internal regulationsof the countrycon-
cerned.

4. If a parcel be found to contain a letter, suchletter shallbe surcharged
with doublethe letter rate of postageandthe amountof surchargeshall accrue
to the country of destination.

Article 7

CANCELLATION OF CUSTOMS AND OTHER NON-POSTAL CHARGES

1. Administrationsundertaketo use their influence with the competent
authorities of their respectivecountriesin order to obtain the cancellationof
customsand other non-postalchargeson parcels returnedto the country of
origin, abandonedby the senders,destroyedor forwarded to a third country.

2. Similar action is undertakenin respectof parcelslost,rifled or damaged
in their service.

Article 8

ADDRESSING OF PARCELS

1. Every parcelshallbear the nameand addressof the personfor whom
it is intended,givenwith suchcompletenessaswill enabledeliveryto beeffected.

2. Addressesin pencil shallnot be allowed, providedthat parcelsbearing
addresseswritten in copying pencil on a surfacepreviously dampedshall be
accepted.

3. Theaddressesshallbe Writtenon theparcelitselfor on a labelso firmly
attachedto it that it cannotbecomedetached.

4. The senderof a parcel shallbe advisedto enclosein the parcel a copy

of the addresstogetherwith a noteof his own address.

Article 9

CUSTOMS DECLARATIONS

1. Everyparcel shallbe accompaniedby oneor more CustomsDeclara-
tions duly completedtogetherwith a DespatchNote when one is requiredby
the country of destination.

2. Administrationsshall inform eachotherof their requirementsin respect
of CustomsDeclarationsand DespatchNotes.

Article 10

PARCEL BILLS

1. Parcelsexchangedbetweenadministrationsshall be enteredby the
despatchingoffice of exchangeon parcel bills in themanneragreedupon by the
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administrationsconcerned. The parcelbills shallbe forwardedwith the parcels
to the office of exchangeof the countryof destination.

2. Theparcelbills despatchedby eachoffice of exchangeshallbenumbered
consecutively,commencingwith No. 1 for the first despatchof eachcalendar
year, and thesenumbersshall be termedparcel bill numbers.

The entries on eachparcel bill shall also be numbered consecutively,
commencingwith No. 1 for eachparcelbill, andthesenumbersshallbe termed
the entry numbers.

Article 11

ERRORS AND IRREGULARITIES

Every error, irregularity or discrepancybetween a parcel bill and the
parcelsenteredthereon,which maybedetectedupon the arrival of a mail at the
receivingoffice of exchangeshallbe recordedin a verification note, which shall
be forwardedby return mail to the despatchingoffice of exchange. The non-
receipt of a verification note within a reasonableperiod shallbe takenas an in-
dication that the mail has beenreceivedin order.

Article 12

MISSENT PARCELS

1. Missent parcelsshall be forwarded to destinationby the most direct
route at the disposalof the office re-transmittingthem. Whenthis re-trans-
mission involves the return of parcelsto the office from which they were re-
ceived,the ratescreditedin theparcelbill from that office shallbe cancelledand
the re-transmittingoffice of exchangeshall simply record the parcels on the
returnparcelbill andcall attentionto the error by meansof a verification note.

2. In other casesthe rates shall be allowed to stand and if the amount
creditedis insufficientto coverthe expenseof re-transmission,the re-transmitting
office shall recoverthe differenceby increasingthe amountenteredto its credit
on the parcel bill of the despatchingoffice of exchangeand shall notify that
office by meansof a verification note.

Article 13

RE-DIRECTION

1. Postalparcels re-directedin consequenceof a mistake by the sender
or of the removalof the addresseefrom onecountry to anotherto which postal
parcelsaresentshallbe subjectedby the deliveringadministrationto a charge,
to be paid by the addressee,representingthe ratesdueto the latter administra-
tion, to the re-directingadministrationandto each intermediacyadministration,
if there be any. The re-directing administrationshall recover its quota by
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chargingit to the first intermediaryadministrationor to the administrationof
the new destination. But if the amount chargeablefor the further conveyance
of a re-directedparcel be paid at the time of its re-direction, the parcel shallbe
dealt with as if it hadbeen addresseddirect from the re-transmittingcountry
to the country of destination,and deliveredwithoutany chargeto theaddressee
for postage.

Article 14

UNDELIVERABLE PARCELS

I. The senderof a parcel may requestat the time of posting that if the
parcel cannot be delivered as addressedit may be either

(a) treated as abandonedor
(b) tenderedfor deliveryat a secondaddressin the countryof destination.

No other alternative is admissible.

2. If the senderavailshimself of this facility his requestmustbeindicated
in the appropriateplacein the despatchnoteon the parcel,andmustbe in one
of the following forms:

“If undeliverable as addressed,abandon“.

“If undeliverableas addressed,deliver to ...“

3. In the absenceof a definite requestfor abandonment,a parcel which
is undeliverableat the original address,or at the alternativeaddressif one is
furnished, shall be returnedto the senderwithout previous notification andat
his expense.

4. Parcelswhich cannotbe delivered, returnedto the sender,or other-
wise disposedof, or which havebeenabandonedby the senders,shall not be
sentbackto thecountryof origin, but shallbe dealtwith in accordancewith the
regulationsof the country of destination.

5. Any parcel, the addresseeof which has left for a country to which
postal parcelscannot be forwarded from the country of original destination,
shall be dealt with as ‘undeliverable’.

Article 15

DETERIORATION OF CONTENTS

Wherethe deteriorationor imminentcorruption of thecontentsof a parcel
is feared they may be sold immediately, without previous notice or judicial
formality, for the benefitof the right party, or they may be disposedof in such
othermannerasprovidedfor by the regulationsof the countryconcerned.

No. 401



304 United Nations — Treaty Series 1957

Article 16

PARCELS RETURNED TO SENDER

Parcelswhich have to be returnedto the sendershall be entered in the
parcelbill with the addition of the word ‘undeliverable’in the columnfor re-
marks. Chargesdue shall be recoveredin a like mannerto that prescribed
for re-directedparcelsin Article 13.

Article 17

RETURN OF EMPTY RECEPTACLES

Exceptwhere special arrangementsexist for reciprocal use,empty recep-
tacles must be returned to the administrationto which they belong by the
earliest convenientmail. No territorial or maritime transits are payable in
respectof thesereturned “ Empties” andthey must, as far as possible,follow
the route usedon the forward journey.

Article 18

GOVERNMENT PARCELS

Governmentparcelsshall be subjectin all respectsto the conditions ap-
plicable to ordinary parcels.

Article 19

CORRESPONDENCEBETWEEN ADMINISTRATIONS

In ordinary mattersrelatingto the preparation,transmissionor correction
of parcel bills (which can be dealt with by meansof verification notes), the
offices of exchangeshall be the offices of correspondence,but mattersinvolving
accounts,andquestionsotherthanthoseof detail,shallbesettledin communica-
tion betweenthe chiefoffices of the administrationsconcerned.

Article 20

SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Accountsbasedon the chargesdue in terms of Article 4 and the details
reflected in the relative parcel bills shall be preparedat intervals and under
conditionsmutuallyagreeduponby the Administrationsconcerned. Settlement
of the balancesresultingshall also be effectedby mutual arrangement.
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Article 21

ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE AGREEMENT

This Agreementshall be consideredas having come into force on the
1st January,1954, and shall remain in force until terminatedby eitherparty
giving to the otherparty notice in writing to terminatethe same.

EXECUTED in duplicateand signedat Pretoriathis thirtieth day of October
1953.

(Signed) L. C. BURKE

Postmaster-Generalof the Union of South Africa

At Rome this twentieth day of December 1953
(Signed) Romolo DE CATERINI

Director-Generalof Postsand Telecommunications,Italy
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