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No. 4023. EUROPEAN CONVENTION’ ON THE EQUIVA-
LENCE OF PERIODSOF UNIVERSITY STUDY. SIGNED
AT PARIS, ON 15 DECEMBER 1956

The Governmentssignatory hereto, being Members of the Council of
Europe,

Having regardto the EuropeanConventionon the equivalenceof diplomas
leading to admissionto universities,signed in Paris on the 11th December,
1953;~

Having regard to the EuropeanCultural Convention, signed in Paris on
the 19th December, l954;~

Consideringthat an importantcontributionwould be made to European
understandingif a largernumberof students,amongothersstudentsof modern
languages,could spenda periodof studyabroadandif examinationspassedand
coursestakenby suchstudentsduring the periodof studycould be recognised
by the home university;

Consideringfurther that the recognitionof periodsof study spentabroad
would contributeto the solutionof the problemraisedby the shortageof highly
qualified scientists,

Have agreed as follows:

‘Came into forceon 18 September1957, the dateof depositof thethird instrumentof ratifica-
tion with theSecretary-Generalof theCouncilof Europe,in accordancewith article9, Following
is a list of Stateswhich depositedthe instrumentsof ratification showing thedatesof depositand
entry into force:

Dateof entry

State Date of deposit into force

Ireland 20 February 1957 18 September1957
Norway 14 March 1957 18 September1957
United Kingdom of GreatBritain and

NorthernIreland(with a declaration)* 18 September1957 18 September1957

Austria 2 October 1957 2 October 1957

*DEC~~TION

“On depositingthis dayon behalfof theGovernmentof the UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain
andNorthernIrelandtheInstrumentof Ratificationof theEuropeanConventionon theEquivalence
of Periods of University Study which was signedat Paris on the 15th of December,1956, I am
directedby Her Majesty’sPrincipalSecretaryof State for ForeignAffairs to inform you that, while
the said Instrumentis in respectof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Ireland
only, the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland interpret
paragraph5 of Article 9 as permitting them to extendtheapplicationof the saidConvention at
any time hereafterto any territory for whoseinternational relationstheyare responsible.”

UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 218, p. 125, andVol. 253, p. 367.
‘United Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. 218, p. 139; Vol. 223, p. 384, and Vol. 228, p. 372.
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Article I

1,. For the purposesof the presentConvention,ContractingPartiesshall be
divided into categoriesaccording to whether the authority competentto deal
with matterspertaining to equivalencesin their territories is

(a) the State;
(b) the university;

(c) the Stateor university as the casemay be.

EachContractingParty shall inform the Secretary-Generalof the Council
of Europewhich is the competentauthority in its territory to deal with matters
pertaining to equivalences.

2. The term “universities” shall denote:

(a) universities,and
(b) institutions regardedas being similar in characterto universities by

the ContractingParty in whoseterritory they are situated.

Article 2

1. ContractingParties falling within category (a) of Article 1, paragraph1,
shall recognisea period of studyspentby a studentof modernlanguagesin a
university of anothermembercountry of the Council of Europeas equivalent
to a similar periodspentin his homeuniversityprovidedthat the authoritiesof
the first-mentioneduniversityhaveissuedto sucha studenta certificateattesting
that be hascompletedthe said periodof studyto their satisfaction.

2. Thelengthof theperiodof studyreferredto in theprecedingparagraphshall
be determinedby the competentauthoritiesof the ContractingPartyconcerned.

Article 3

ContractingParties falling within category(a) of Article 1, paragraph1,
shall considerthe meansto be adoptedin order to recognisea periodof study
spentin a university of anothermembercountryof the Council of Europeby
studentsof disciplinesotherthan modernlanguagesandespeciallyby students
of pure and applied sciences.

Article 4

ContractingParties falling within category(a) of Article 1, paragraph1,,
shallendeavourto determine,by meansof unilateralor bilateral arrangements,
the conditionsunderwhich anexaminationpassedor a coursetakenby a student
during a period of study in a university of anothermembercountry of the

No. 4023
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Council of Europe may be consideredas equivalentto a similar examination
passedor a coursetakenby a studentin his home university.

Article 5

ContractingParties falling within category (b) of Article 1, paragraph1,
shalltransmitthetext of thepresentConventionto theauthoritiesof theuniversi-
tiessituatedin their territoriesandshallencouragethe favourableconsideration
andapplicationby themof the principlesmentionedin Articles2, 3 and4 above.

Article 6

ContractingParties falling within category(c) of Article I, paragraph1,
shallapply the provisionsof Articles 2, 3 and4 in respectof thoseuniversities
for which the Stateis the competentauthority in the mattersdealtwith in this
Convention, and shall apply the provisions of Article 5 in respectof those
universitieswhich are themselvesthe competentauthorities in thesematters.

Article 7

EachContractingParty shall, within ayear of thecoming into forceof the
presentConvention,furnish the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe
with a Written statementon the measurestakento implementArticles 2, 3, 4,
5 and 6.

Article 8

The Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europeshallcommunicateto the
other Contracting Parties the information received from each of them in
accordancewith Article 7 andshall keep the Committeeof Ministers informed
of the progressmadein the implementationof this Convention.

Article 9

1. The presentConventionshallbe open to the signatureof the Membersof
the Council of Europe. It shall be ratified. The instrumentsof ratification
shall be depositedwith the Secretary-Generalof the Council of Europe.

2. The Conventionshall come into force as soon as three instrumentsof
ratification havebeendeposited.

3. As regardsany Signatoryratifying subsequently,the Conventionshall come
into force at the dateof the depositof its instrumentof ratification.

4. TheSecretary-Generalof the Council of Europeshallnotify all the Members
of the Council of Europeof the entry into force of the Convention,the namesof
the ContractingPartieswhich haveratified it andthedepositof all instruments
of ratification which may be effectedsubsequently.

No. 4023
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5. Any ContractingParty may specify the territories to which the provisions
of the presentConventionshall apply by addressingto the Secretary-General
of the Council of Europea declarationwhich shall be communicatedby the
latter to all the other ContractingParties.

Article 10

The Committeeof Ministersof the Council of Europemay invite any State
which is not a Member of the Council to accedeto the presentConvention.
Any Stateso invited may accedeby depositingits instrumentof accessionwith
the Secretary-Generalof theCouncil, who shallnotify all the ContractingParties
thereof. Any accedingState shall be considereda membercountry of the
Council of Europefor the purposesof thepresentConvention. As regardsany
accedingState,the presentConventionshall comeinto force on thedateof the
deposit of its instrument of accession.

No. 4023
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the under-
signed, duly authorised thereto by
their respective Governments, have
signed the presentConvention.

DONE at Paris, this 15th day of
December, 1956, in the English and
French languages, both texts being
equally authoritative, in a singlecopy
which shall remain depositedin the
archives of the Council of Europe.
The Secretary-Generalshall transmit
certified copiesto eachof the signatory
and accedingGovernments.

EN FOI DE QUOI, les soussignés,
düment autorisésa cet effet par leurs
Gouvernementsrespectifs, ont signé
la présenteConvention.

FAIT a Paris, le 15 décembre1956,
en français Ct en anglais, les deux
textes faisant egalement foi, en un
seul exemplairequi sera déposédans
les archives du Conseil de l’Europe.
Le SecrétaireGénéral en communi-
queracopie certifiée conformea cha-
cun des Gouvernementssignataires
et adherents.

For the Government
of the Republic of Austria:

Eduard LUDWIG

26.8.1957

Pourle Gouvernement
dela Républiqued’Autriche:

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Belgium:

P. H. SPAAK

Pourle Gouvernement
du Royaumedo Belgique:

For the Government
of the Kingdom of Denmark:

Pourle Gouvernement
du Royaumede Danemark:

Ernst CHRISTIANSEN

For the Government
of the French Republic:

For the Government
of the Federal Republic

of Germany:

M. FAURE

HALLSTEIN

Pourle Gouvernement
de Ia Républiquefrançaise:

Pourle Gouvernement
de la Républiquefédérale

d’Allemagne:
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For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of theKingdom of Greece: du RoyaumedeGrèce:

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the IcelandicRepublic: de La Républiqueislandaise:

Gudm. I. GUDMUNDSSON

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of Ireland: d’Irlande:

William P. FAY

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the Italian Republic: dela Républiqueitalienne:

G. MARTINO

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the GrandDuchy of Luxembourg: du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg:

BECH

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands: du RoyaumedesPays-Bas:

J. LUNS

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the Kingdom of Norway: du Royaumede Norvége:

HaakonNo1~D

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the Saar: de Ia Sarre:

N’ 4023
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For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the Kingdomof Sweden: du Royaumede Suede:

R. KUMLIN

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the Turkish Republic: de Ia Républiqueturque:

Mustafa B0R0vALI

25.9.1957

For the Government Pourle Gouvernement
of the United Kingdom of Great du Royaume-Unide Grande-

Britain andNorthernIreland: Bretagneet d’Irlande du Nerd:

W. D. ORMSBY GORE
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