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No. 4029. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND FRANCE RELATING TO THE ES-
TABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF A RAWINSONDE
OBSERVATION STATION ON GUADELOUPE ISLAND
IN THE FRENCH WEST INDIES. PARIS,23 MARCH 1956

I

The American Chargé d’Affaires ad interim to the French Minister for Foreign
Affairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

No. 325
Paris,March23, 1956

Excellency:
I havethe honorto refer to conversationswhich havetakenplacebetween

representativesof the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Americaandrepre-
sentativesof the Governmentof Franceregardingthe desirabilityof establishing
a cooperativeprogram for the establishmentand operationof a rawirisoride
observationstation on the island of Guadeloupein the French West Indies.

The purposeof such a program is to provide essentialmeteorological
informationfor researchinto theorigin, development,structure,andmovement
of hurricanesand for the preparationof hurricanewarnings. The ultimate
object is to achievegreateraccuracyand timelinessin forecastsof hurricanes
and in warningsof accompanyingdestructivewinds, tides andfloods.

In view of the mutualbenefit to our countrieswhich is likely to result, the
Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America desiresto invite the Government
of Franceto participatein a cooperativemeteorologicalobservationprogram,
in accordancewith the following principles

1. CooperatingAgencies

The cooperatingagenciesshall be
(1) for theGovernmentof theUnitedStatesof America,theWeatherBureau,Department

of Commerce,hereinafterreferredto asthe UnitedStatesCooperatingAgency and

~Cameinto force on 18 June 1956, thedate of signatureof a memorandumof arrangement
embodyingtechnicaldetails, in accordancewith theprovisionsof thesaidnotes.
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(2) for the Governmentof France,the MeteorologieNationaleof France,hereinafter
referredto asthe FrenchCooperatingAgency.

2. General Purposes

The generalpurposesof the presentagreementshall be as follows:

(a) To provide for the establishment,operationand maintenanceof a rawinsonde
stationat or in the vicinity of Pointe-à-Pitre-Raizet,Guadeloupe,the exact location
to be selectedby mutual arrangementbetweenthe two CooperatingAgencies,for
securingreportsof regularly scheduledand specialrawinsondeobservations;and

(b) To provide for the daily exchangeof rawinsondeobservationreports betweenthe
two CooperatingAgenciesfor the use of the respectivecountries, in addition to
otherexchangespreviously established.

3. Title to Property

For the durationof theproject title to all propertypurchasedwith fundssupplied
by theUnited StatesCooperatingAgencyshall remainvestedin thatAgency, andtitle
to all propertysuppliedby theFrenchCooperatingAgencyshall remainvestedin that
Agency.

4. Expenditures

All expendituresincurredby the United StatesCooperatingAgencyshall be paid
directlyby theGovernmentof theUnitedStatesof America,andall expendituresincident
to the obligations assumedby the French CooperatingAgencyshall be paid directly
by theGovernmentof France.

5. Duty-free entry of equipmentand supplies

All equipmentandsuppliesshippedfrom the UnitedStatesof America for usein
the cooperativeprogramshall be admitted into Guadeloupeduty free.

6. Term

The agreementshall remainin effect throughJune30, 1959, andmay be continued
in force for additional periodsby written agreementto that effect by the two Govern-
ments, but either Governmentmay terminatethe presentagreementby giving to the
other Governmentnotice in writing sixty daysin advance.Participationon thepart of
either Governmentin theprojectcontemplatedby thepresentagreementshall besubject
to theavailabilityof fundsappropriatedby the legislativebodiesof therespectiveGovern-
ments.

If theaboveprinciples meetwith the approval of the Governmentof France,
I should appreciatereceivingYour Excellency’sreply to that effect as soonas
possible in orderthat the technicaldetailsmay bearrangedby officials of the two
Cooperating Agencies.
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I suggestthat this noteandyour reply theretoacceptingtheaforementioned
principlesbe consideredasconstitutingan agreementbetweenour two Govern-
mentsconcerningthis matter, such agreementto enterinto effect on the date
whenrepresentativesof the two CooperatingAgenciesof our Governmentssign
the Memorandumof Arrangementembodyingthe aforementionedtechnical
details. It is understood,however, that the Memorandumof Arrangement
maybe amendedat anytime by concurrenceof the two CooperatingAgencies.

I avail myselfof thisopportunityto renewto Your Excellencythe assurances
of my highestandmost distinguishedconsideration.

TheodoreC. ACHILLES

Chargéd’Affaires ad interim

His Excellency Christian Pineau
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Paris

II

TheFrenchDirector ofAdministrativeand SocialAffairs to the AmericanChargé
d’Affairesad interim

[TRANSLATION
1

— TRADUCTION
2

J

LiBERTY—EQUALITY—FR TERNITY

FRENCH REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Officeof the Director of Administrative andSocial Affairs
International Unions

Paris,March23, 1956

Mr. Chargéd’Affaires:

In a notedatedMarch23, 1956, you weregood enoughto inform me that
the American Governmentintendsto expandits rawinsondeprogramwith a
view to studying the origin, formation, and developmentof cyclones in the
West Indies area.

Translation by the Government of the UnitedStatesofAmerica.2
Traduction du Gouvernementdes Etats-Unis d’Amérique.
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To that end the AmericanGovernmentwould like to concludewith the
French Governmentan agreementwordedas follows:

in view of themutual benefit to their countriesthat should resulttherefrom,the
Frenchand American Governmentshave decidedto preparea joint meteorological
observationprogramon the following bases:

1. The agencieschargedwith implementingthis programshall be, for theGovern-
ment of theUnitedStates,theWeatherBureau,andfor theFrenchGovernment,Mete-
orologie Nationale.

2. The generalpurposesof the presentagreementshall be as follows:

(a) The installation of a rawinsondestation at Pointe-à-Pitre-Raizet,the exact
location to be determinedby agreementbetweenthe WeatherBureauandMeteorologie
Nationale;

(b) The daily exchangebetweenthesetwo agenciesof information gatheredby the
Stationfor theuseof their respectiveGovernments.

3. For the duration of the project, the WeatherBureaushall retain title to all
property purchasedwith funds supplied by the Bureau. Likewise, MeteorologicNa-
tionale shall retainownershipof purchasesmadewith its fundsduring thesameperiod.

4. All expensesincurred by the WeatherBureau shall be paid directly by the
Governmentof the United States,andall expensesincident to theobligationsassumed
by MeteorologicNationaleshall be paid directly by the FrenchGovernment.

5. EquipmentandsuppliesimportedfromtheUnitedStatesfor theimplementation
of theprogramshall be admittedinto Guadeloupeduty-free.

6. The agreementshall remainin effect until June30, 1959andmay be extended
for additional periodsby anexchangeof notesbetweenthe two Governments;but either
Governmentmayterminateit by written noticegiven60 daysbeforetheaforementioned
date. Financialparticipationof the two Governmentsin theprojectcontemplatedshall
be subject to the availability of the necessaryfunds appropriatedby their respective
legislativeassemblies.

I havethe honor to inform you that the provisionsof this agreementmeet
with the approval of the French Government.

I avail myself of this occasionto renew to you the assurancesof my very
high consideration.

Philippe MONOD

[sEAL]
Mr. Theodore C. Achilles
Chargéd’Affaires of the United States
Paris
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