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No. 4031. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE NETHERLANDS RELATING TO
THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF RAWIN-
SONDE OBSERVATION STATIONS ON CURA~AOAND
ST. MARTIN ISLANDS. THE HAGUE, 6 AND 16 AU-
GUST 1956

I

The AmericanAmbassadorto the NetherlandsMinister Without Portfolio

AMERICAN EMBASSY

The Hague,August 6, 1956
Excellency:

I have the honor to refer to conversationswhich have taken place
betweenrepresentativesof the Governmentof the United Statesof America
and representativesof the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlands
regardingthedesirability of establishinga cooperativeprogramfor the establish-
mentandoperationof rawinsondeobservationstationsin CuraçaoandSt. Martin
(Sint Maarten).

The purpose of such a program is to provide essentialmeteorological
information for researchinto the origin, development,structure,andmovement
of hurricanesand for the preparationof hurricanewarnings. The ultimate
object is to achievegreateraccuracyandtimelinessin forecastsof hurricanesand
in warningsof accompanyingdestructivewinds, tides, andfloods.

In view of the mutualbenefit to our countrieswhich is likely to result,the
Governmentof the United Statesof Americadesiresto invite the Government
of the Kingdom of the Netherlandsto participatein acooperativemeteorological
observationprogram,in accordancewith the following principles

1. COOPERATING AGENCIES

The cooperatingagenciesshall be (1) for the Governmentof the United Statesof
America, the WeatherBureau, Departmentof Commerce,hereinafter referred to as

Cameinto force on 12 September1956, the dateof signatureof a memorandumof arrange-
ment embodyingtechnical details,in accordancewith the provisionsof the said notes.
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the UnitedStatesCooperatingAgency and(2) for the Governmentof the Kingdomof
theNetherlands,the NetherlandsAntilles MeteorologicalOffice, hereinafterreferredto
as the NetherlandsAntilles CooperatingAgency.

2. GENERAL Pu1~pOsES

The generalpurposesof the presentagreementshall be as follows:
(a) To provide for the establishment,operationandmaintenanceof rawinsondestations

at or in the vicinity of Curaçaoand St. Martin (Sint Maarten), the exact locations
to be selectedby mutualarrangementbetweenthe two CooperatingAgencies,for
securingreportsof regularly scheduledand specialrawinsondeobservations;and

(b) To provide for the daily exchangeof rawinsondeobservationreportsbetweenthe
two CooperatingAgencies for the use of the respectivecountries,in addition to
otherexchangespreviouslyestablished.

3. TITLE TO PROPERTY

For the durationof the projecttitle to all propertypurchasedwith funds supplied
by the United StatesCooperatingAgency shall remain vestedin that Agency, and title
to all propertysuppliedby the NetherlandsAntilles CooperatingAgencyshall remain
vestedin thatAgency.

At theconclusionof theproject, in orderto assisttheNetherlandsAntilles Cooperat-
ing Agencyto continuethe operationof thestationat Curacaoand asa partialconsidera-
tion of servicesrenderedduring the courseof the project by the NetherlandsAntilles
CooperatingAgency in assistingwith the operationof an upper-airreportingfacility
supplying informationthat is not only of valueto the NetherlandsAntilles Cooperating
Agency but of considerablevalue to International Aviation and the United States
CooperatingAgency for use in weather forecastingand warningas well as hurricane
and tropical weatherresearch,the United StatesCooperatingAgency shall transfer to
the NetherlandsAntilles CooperatingAgencytitle to existingfacilities, equipmentand
instrumentsandwhateverothermaterialsmay be at the site at Curaçaofor maintaining
andoperatingthe station.

4. EXPENDITURES

All expendituresincurredby the United StatesCooperatingAgency shall bepaid
directly by the Governmentof the United Statesof America, and all expenditures
incident to the obligationsassumedby the NetherlandsAntilles CooperatingAgency
shall bepaid directly by the Governmentof the NetherlandsAntilles.

5. DUTY-FREE ENTRY OF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

All equipmentand suppliesshippedfrom the United Statesof America for usein
thecooperativeprogram,includingthe householdgoods,automobiles,andotherpersonal
effectsof the UnitedStatescitizen employeesassignedto theprogram,shallbe admitted
into Curacaoand St. Martin (Sint Maarten)duty free.
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6. T~
The agreementshall remain in force for oneyear,as from the dateof its entering

into effect, andmay be continuedin force for additionalperiodsof oneyear by written
agreementto thateffect by the two Governments,buteitherGovernmentmay terminate
the presentagreementby giving to the otherGovernmentnotice in writing sixty days
in advance. Participationon thepartof eitherGovernmentin theprojectcontemplated
by the presentagreementshall be subjectto the availability of funds appropriatedby
the legislativebodies of the respectiveGovernments.

If the aboveprinciplesmeet with the approvalof the Governmentof the
Kingdom of the NetherlandsI should appreciatereceiving Your Excellency’s
reply to thateffect assoonaspossiblein orderthat the technicaldetails maybe
arrangedby officials of the two CooperatingAgencies.

I suggestthat this noteandyour reply theretoacceptingthe aforementioned
principles beconsideredasconstitutingan agreementbetweenour two govern-
mentsconcerningthis matter, such agreementto enter into effect on the date
whenrepresentativesof thetwo CooperatingAgenciesof our Governmentssign
the Memorandumof Arrangementembodying the aforementionedtechnical
details. In the eventthat thesesignaturesarenot simultaneous,the agreement
will enterinto effect on the dateon which the latter signatureshall havebeen
affixed to the Memorandum. It is understood,however,that the Memorandum
of Arrangementmay be amendedat any time by concurrenceof the two Co-
operatingAgencies.

I avail myself of this opportunityto renewto Your Excellency the assur-
ancesof my highestand mostdistinguishedconsideration.

H. FreemanMATTHEWS

His ExcellenceJ.M. A. H. Luns
Minister Without Portfolio
The Hague
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II

The NetherlandsMinister for Foreign Affairs to the AmericanAmbassador

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

WESTERN HEMISPHERE DEPARTMENT

THE HAGUE
No. 109986

The Hague,August 16, 1956
Excellency:

I havethehonour to acknowledgereceiptof Your Excellency’snotedated
August 6, 1956, addressedto my colleagueMr. Luns, and readingas follows:

{Seenote J]

I havethe honour to inform Your Excellencythat the Governmentof the
Kingdom of the Netherlandsaccept the aforementionedprinciples and will
regardYour Exellency’snoteandthe presentreplyasconstitutingan agreement
betweenour two Governmentsconcerningthis matter, suchagreementto enter
into force in the mannerindicatedin Your Excellency’snote.

Pleaseaccept,Excellency,therenewedassurancesof my highestconsidera-
tion.

J. W. BEYEN

His ExcellencyH. FreemanMatthews
United StatesAmbassador
The Hague
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