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No. 4047. ASSISTED MIGRATION AGREEMENT’ BE-
TWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM

OF THE NETHERLANDS AND THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. SIGNED
AT THE HAGUE, ON 1 AUGUST 1956

The Governmentof the Kingdomof the Netherlands(hereinafterreferred
to as the NetherlandsGovernment)and

The Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia(hereinafterreferred
to as the CommonwealthGovernment);

Being willing to co-operatein order to foster the emigration from the
Netherlandsto Australia of Netherlandsnationals in such numbersas may
from time to time be mutually agreedupon;

And being preparedto carry out the schemeset out in this Agreement
(hereinaftercalled “the scheme“);

Herebyagreeas follows

I

The NetherlandsGovernmentshallbe responsiblefor paymentof the cost
of transportingeachmigrant who leavesunderthe schemebut shallbe entitled
to receivethe following contributionsthereto,namely

(a) from the CommonwealthGovernmenta sum equivalent to one hundred
United Statesdollars or such other sum as may be mutually agreedupon
from time to time;

(b) from themigrant a sumupon a basisto befixed by the NetherlandsGovern-
ment in consultationwith the CommonwealthGovernment;

(c) from any internationalor other organisationsuchsum as that organisation
may be preparedto grant and may be approvedby both Governments.

2

The cost of passagesfor migrants selectedunder the schemeshall be kept
~atthe lowest possiblefigure.

~ Cameinto force on 20 May 1957, the date of receiptby the Governmentof Australiaof a
notification from the Governmentof the Netherlandsthat the approvalconstitutionally required
in the Netherlandshad been obtained,with retroactiveeffect from 1 April 1956, in accordance
with clause24.
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3

Neither Governmentshall chargeto the otherany portion of the expenses

incurred by it in carryingout its obligationsunder this Agreement.

4

The procedurefor the selectionof migrants underthe schemeshall be as
follows subject to such variations as may be agreedupon from time to time

(a) Application forms shall be preparedby the CommonwealthGovern—
ment, in consultationwith the NetherlandsGovernment,andshallbe distributed
by the NetherlandsEmigrationServiceto prospectivemigrants.

(b) Such application forms shall be completedin duplicateby applicants
andreturnedto the NetherlandsEmigrationService,togetherwith suchcertifi-
catesof tradeproficiencyandcharacteras mayberequiredby theCommonwealth
Government.One copy of each form and certificate shall be delivered to a
CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativeappointedpursuantto paragraph
(e) hereof.

(c) The NetherlandsEmigration Service shall check the application and
accompanyingcertificatesandshall arrangefor a medicalexaminationof those
applicantsconsideredto be eligible pursuantto clause7 of this Agreement.
Suchmedical examinationshall be carriedout by a Medical Officer approved
by the CommonwealthGovernmentand shall be in accordancewith the pro-
visions of a Medical Examination Form approved by the Commonwealth
Government.The completedMedical Examination Form shall be delivered
to the Commonwealth Government representative. The Commonwealth.
Governmentshall havethe right to have applicantsfurther examinedby its
own medical officers before they are finally approved.The cost of medical
examinationshallbe borneby the applicantor by the NetherlandsGovernment~
exceptwhen it is conductedby a CommonwealthMedical Officer.

(d) TheCommonwealthGovernmentin collaborationwith the Netherlands
Government shall arrange, where necessary, for selection representatives
appointedby it to travel to centresin the Netherlandsfor the purposeof inter-
viewing, examining and finally selectingapplicants brought forward by the
NetherlandsGovernment.The location of such centres shall be decided by
arrangementbetween the Chief Migration Officer of the Commonwealth
Governmentin the Netherlandsand the NetherlandsEmigration Service.

(e) The CommonwealthGovernmentshall have the final responsibility
for deciding the suitability of eachapplicant for settlementin Australia and
shall appoint its own representativeor representativesto undertakethe final
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selectionof applicantsandsuchother dutiesas are specifiedin this Agreement.
The NetherlandsGovernmentshall afford every assistanceandco-operationto
such CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativesto enablethem to assessthe
suitability of applicantsfor settlementin Australia, andshall facilitateandassist
them in making the final examinationandselection of the applicants.

(f) Having completedthe final examinationandselectionof applicants,the
CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativesshall notify to the Netherlands
Emigration Servicethe namesof the applicantswho havebeenselected.

5

Thefollowing obligationsshall be assumedby the CommonwealthGovern-
ment in regardto the scheme,namely

(a) To selectas migrantsunderthe schemeonly suchpersonsas shallbe
brought forward by the NetherlandsGovernmentand to admit them into the
Commonwealthof Australia.

(b) Upon arrival of selectedmigrantsin Australia

(i) to accommodatethem temporarily at an Immigration Reception and
Training Centreduring the period while they are awaitingemployment;
and, where necessary,to provide accommodationwithout cost to the
migrantsfor a periodof seventhys aftertheir arrival in Australia;provided,
however, that as from the eighth day after arrival, when normally an
unemployment or special social service benefit will commence to be
payable, there shall be deductedfrom any such benefit an amount in
dischargeof thecost of boardandlodging for the migrant andhis depen-
dants,until such time as suitable employment has been found for him;
and that when employmenthas been offered to the migrant, he shall
thereuponbecome responsiblefor the paymentof his own board and
lodging as from the date on which he is due to commenceemployment
and shall also be primarily responsiblefor the paymentof board and
lodging for his dependants,at the weekly ratesapplicableat the time for
accommodationprovidedby the CommonwealthGovernmentin Immigra-
tion Holding Centres;

(ii) in the case of a family unit for whom the breadwinnercannotarrange
private accommodationwhen he has been placed in employment, to
accommodatehis dependantsat an Immigration Holding Centresituated
as near to the place of employmentas circumstanceswill permit. The
breadwinnershall be primarily responsiblefor the paymentof weekly
chargespayablefor dependants,which chargesshall commencefrom the
dateon which he is due to start employmentandshall be at ratesdeter-
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mined by the CommonwealthGovernmentfor the accommodationof
dependantsin such centres. Notwithstandingthe foregoing provisions
of this subclausewhere practicableandsubject to accommodationbeing
available for complete family units in Commonwealth Government
Workers Hostels, the family units will be placed in such hostels. The
accommodationchargespayablein respectof such family units shall be
thoseapplicableat the time at suchhostels;

(iii) in the event of the migrant and/or his dependantsbeing offered accom-
modationby an employer, to ensurethat the standardof accommodation
thusoffered andthe chargestherefor shallbe the sameas thoseapplying
to Australian workers of the samecategoryin the samearea;

(iv) to arrangetransportfree of costto migrants

(1) from ship’s side to an Immigration Receptionand Training Centre;

(2) from the Immigration Receptionand Training Centreto the initial
place of employment;

(3) for dependantsfrom the Immigration ReceptionandTraining Centre
to an Immigration Holding Centre;and

(4) for dependantsfrom the Immigration Holding Centre to the first
privateor other accommodationfound by or arrangedfor the bread-
winner, provided that such accommodationis in the State of the
Commonwealthin which the breadwinneris initially allocated to
employmentor in the State in which he is subsequentlypermittedby
the CommonwealthGovernmentto acceptemployment;

(v) to arrangefree of cost to migrants who are proceedingfrom ship’s side
to approvedprivately-arrangedaccommodation,transportto suchaccom-
modation;

(vi) to render every assistancethrough the medium of the Commonwealth
EmploymentService in placing migrants in employment;

(vii) to arrangefor the paymentof normal social servicebenefitsto migrants,
suchsocial servicebenefitsto includeunemploymentandsicknessbenefit
(payablefrom andincluding the seventhday after the day on which the
migrantbecomesunemployedor makesa claim for unemploymentbenefit
or becomesincapacitated)and child endowment, maternity allowance,
hospitalbenefit andpharmaceuticalbenefit;

(viii) to provideafter-carefor migrants,in that the CommonwealthDepartment
of Immigration and associatedvoluntary welfare andafter-careorganisa-
tions will advise them on and assist them in solving any assimilation
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problems which they may haveduring their initial period of settlement
in Australia;

(ix) to ensurethat the amountof personalor householdeffectsthat is carried
free by the ship on which the migrants travel to Australia or by any
subsequentship as providedfor in clause17 of this Agreementshall be
carriedat the expenseof the CommonwealthGovernmentfrom the place
of disembarkationto theinitial placeof privateaccommodationin Australia.
Should a migrant bring with him an amount of personalor household
effectsover andabovethat carriedfree by the ship on which he travels,
then the migrant shall be responsiblefor seafreight, storagechargesand
movementin Australia of all personaland householdeffects that exceed
the amount carriedfree by the ship.

(c) To communicateto the NetherlandsGovernmentas soonas possible
before the dateof departureof ships or aircraft, the ports or airports of dis-
embarkationreferredto in clause6, paragraph(c) of this Agreement,provided
alwaysthat wherethe CommonwealthGovernmentconsidersthat an emergency
has arisen,it shall have the right to vary the nominatedports or airports of
disembarkationasnecessitatedby theemergencyandto notify the Netherlands
Governmentaccordingly.

(d) Upon receiptof accountsfrom the NetherlandsGovernmentpursuant
to clause6, paragraph(g) of this Agreement,to payto the NetherlandsGovern-
ment or to an accountagreedupon by the two Governmentsthe amount due
as the contribution of the CommonwealthGovernmentunder clause1 of this
Agreement.

6

The following obligationsshall be assumedby the NetherlandsGovern-
ment in regardto the scheme,namely

(a) To permit any of its nationalswho desireto emigrateto Australia to
apply for assistedpassagesunder the Agreement.

(b) To attendto initial selection,medicalexaminationanddocumentation
of applicantsandprovide andoperateall necessaryestablishmentsandfacilities
for these purposes,and for final selection by CommonwealthGovernment
representatives,andfor the assemblyandembarkationof selectedmigrants.

(c) To procure the necessarytransport for migrants and arrange to
disembarkthem at thoseports or airportsin Australianominatedby the Com-
monwealth Government,after consultationwith the NetherlandsGovernment,
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and accordingto schedulesof departuresperiodically agreedupon by the two
Governments.

(d) To arrangefor selectedmigrants to be movedfrom their normalplace
of residenceto embarkationpoints at dateswhich will enablethem to join the
ship on which they will departfor Australiaandto maintainthem while at the
placeof assembly,it being agreedthat a CommonwealthGovernmentrepresen-
tative shall be notified of the time and place of all embarkationsand shall be
entitled to be presentthereat.

(e) Immediatelyafter migrantshavebeenembarkedon any ship or aircraft,
to arrangefor nominalrolls of suchmigrantsto be deliveredto a Commonwealth
Governmentrepresentativefor transmissionto the Secretary,Departmentof
Immigration, Canberra.

(f) To attendto paymentof the claims of the shippingor airline companies
or othertransportorganisationconcernedin respectof the passagesof migrants
embarked.

(g) After having made the paymentsreferredto in paragraph(f) of this
clause,to renderto the CommonwealthGovernmentat Canberraat the endof
eachperiod of threemonths from the commencementof the scheme,or such
other period as may be agreedupon, an accountof the sums payableby the
Commonwealth Governmentin that period pursuant to clause 1, of this
Agreement.

(h) If it should be found necessaryto chartertransportfor the purposeof
carryingmigrantsunderthe scheme,to consultthe CommonwealthGovernment
prior to any suchchartering.

7

Persons eligible for selection under the scheme shall be Netherlands
nationalsresidentin the Netherlandswho

(a) areableto comply with the medicalandotherselectioncriteria requiredfor
entry into Australia for indefinite residence,and

(b) comewithin the following agegroups

(i) 18 to 45 for single men;
(ii) 18 to 35 for singlewomen;

(iii) 18 to 45 for childless marriedcouples;
(iv) 18 to 50 for married menwith wives andchildren.

In the caseof a marriedmanin class(iv), hiswife andchildren,irrespective
of age, shall also beeligible for assistedpassagessubjectto their complyingwith
the medical and other criteria hereinbeforespecified.
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In specialcasesthe CommonwealthGovernmentmayacceptpersonsunder
the schemeeventhough they do not comewithin the foregoing agegroups.

8

Assistanceunderthe schemeshallbe given only to thoseselectedmigrants
who actually departfrom the Netherlandsto Australiaduring the operationof
the scheme.

9

All official documentscoveringtravelling formalities, including passports
andvisas, shallbe suppliedfree of chargeor at a nominal chargeto migrants
selectedunder the scheme.

10

The CommonwealthGovernmentshall provide the NetherlandsGovern-
ment with information concerningconditions generallyin Australia, including
conditionsof andopportunitiesfor employment,for the guidanceof all prospec-
tive migrants who may desireit. No official pamphletrelating to the scheme
shall be issuedwithout the concurrenceof the two Governments.The Nether-
lands Government shall provide the Commonwealth Government with
information relating to conditions which might affect emigration from the
Netherlandsto Australia.

1~1~

The CommonwealthGovernmentshall have the right to return to the
Netherlandsany migrant underthe schemewho may becomedeportableunder
any law of the Commonwealthof Australia.

12

In order to assist the settlementin Australia of selectedmigrants, the
NetherlandsGovernmentshall facilitate the transferof reasonablefunds from
the Netherlandsby them. The Commonwealth Governmentshall likewise
facilitate the transferto the Netherlandsby migrants, of reasonablefunds for
the supportof their dependantrelatives.
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13

Migrants aged 16 yearsor more shall not be embarkedfor Australiauntil
they haveenteredinto the following undertakingsin writing, namely

(a) to remainin employmentapprovedby the CommonwealthGovernmentfor
a period of two yearsafter their arrival in Australia;

(b) in the event of departurefrom Australia for any reasonwithin two years
from the dateof arrival, to repay to the CommonwealthGovernmentprior
to suchdeparture,the amountcontributedby it pursuantto clause1 of this
Agreement;

(c) to useeveryendeavourto learnthe Englishlanguageandto attendregularly
the night classeswhich are conductedfor all migrantsat the Commonwealth
Government’s expense for the purpose of teaching them the English
language.

14

The documentcontainingtheundertakingsreferredto in the lastpreceding
clauseshall be drawn up in the English and Netherlandslanguages,and be
signedin duplicateby the migrantandwitnessedby a CommonwealthGovern-
mentrepresentative,who shallretainonecopyandhandtheotherto the migrant;
and suchdocumentshall set out, for the information of the migrant

(a) that employment in Australia will be at award wages and upon general
conditionssuchas are enjoyedby Australiansengagedin the sametype of
employment;

(b) that he will be informed upon allocation to employment in Australia of
the rate of wagesandgeneral conditionsapplicableto that employment.

15

In order to ensurethe efficient operationof the scheme,the Netherlands
Governmentshall renderall assistancepossibleto the CommonwealthGovern-
mentin securingat reasonablecostsuitableoffice accommodationandequipment
and living accommodationfor its representativesin the Netherlandsengaged
upon dutiesin connectionwith this Agreement.Where necessary,the Nether-
lands Governmentshallmakeavailableinterpretersandminor clericalassistance
for CommonwealthGovernmentrepresentativesengagedin the selectionof
migrants.
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16

The CommonwealthGovernmentshallhavethe right to appointan officer
or officers to accompanyeachship carrying migrantsfrom the Netherlandsto
Australiain order to advisethem concerningAustralianconditionsandgenerally
to attendto their welfare during thevoyage.TheNetherlandsGovernmentshall
likewise havethe right to appoint an officer who shall co-operatewith any such
CommonwealthGovernmentofficers.

17

Any selectedmigrant not proceedingdirectly to private accommodation
in Australia who wishesto bring with him householdeffects for the purpose
of establishinga homein Australia, shall arrangefor sucheffects to be stored
until heobtainsprivateaccommodationin Australia.Whensuchprivate accom-
modationhas beenobtainedthe NetherlandsGovernmentshall, if sucheffects
arestoredin the Netherlands,arrangewith the shippingcompanyby which the
migranttravelled,or suchothercompanyas maybedecideduponby theNether-
lands Government,to transportfree of chargeto the migrant an amount of
householdeffects equal to that which, in addition to the migrant’s personal
effects, would havebeentransportedfree of chargehadthe householdeffects
accompaniedthe migrantin the first instance.

18

The Netherlands Commissioner for Emigration shall produce to the
Secretary,Departmentof Immigration, Canberra,or his representativeandthe
Secretary,Departmentof Immigration, Canberra,shallproduceto the Nether-
lands Commissionerfor Emigration or his representative,any documentsor
accounts,whetherin the Netherlandsor in Australia, relatingto casesin which
contributionshavebeen made if such documentsor accountsare requiredto
be producedto either Governmentfor audit or other purposes.

19

The Agreementshall operatefor a period of five yearscommencingupon
the 1st day of April, 1956,andmay be continuedthereafterby mutualarrange-
ment. In the event, however, of conditions arising at any time either in the
Netherlandsor in Australia which may render it advisableto terminate the
Agreement,eitherparty may give to the othersix monthsnoticeof its intention
to terminatethe Agreementupon the expirationof which periodthe Agreement
shall ceaseto operate.

N’ 4047
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20

The presentAgreement,which may be referredto as the Netherlandsj
AustraliaMigration Agreement,hasbeendrawnup in the EnglishandNether-
lands languages,both texts being equally authentic.

21

As far as the Netherlandsare concerned,this Agreementshall apply to~
the territory of the Kingdom in Europe only.

22

The number of migrants to arrive in Australia under the schemefor the
twelve monthsendingon the 30thof Juneof eachyear shallbe the subjectof
negotiationbetweenthe two Governmentsprior to the commencementof such
periodsof twelve months.

23

The NetherlandsMinister of Social Affairs and Public Health and the
Commonwealth Minister for Immigration or officers authorised by those
Ministersmay agreeupon any arrangementswhich arenecessaryfor the imple-
mentationof this Agreementor are in the interestsof migrationgenerallyfrom
the Netherlandsto Australia.

24

After the approval constitutionally required in the Netherlandshas been
obtained,the presentAgreementshall enter into force, with retroactiveeffect
as from the datementionedin clause19, on the dateof receiptby the Common-
wealthGovernmentof a relevantnotification from the NetherlandsGovernment.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedby their
respectiveGovernments,havesigned the presentAgreement.

DONE at The Hague,this first day of August onethousandnine hundred
and fifty-six, in two copies, in the NetherlandsandEnglish languages.

For the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlands

(Signed) J. W. BEYEN

(Signed) J. LTJNS
(Signed) J. G. SUURHOFF

For the Governmentof the Commonwealthof Australia:.
(Signed) J. MCEWEN

(Signed)H. A. MCCLURE-SMITH
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