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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION~

No. 4075. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE POLISH PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC AND THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST
REPUBLICS ON THE TIME LIMITS AND PROCEDURE
OF FURTHER REPATRIATION FROM THE USSR OF
PERSONS OF POLISH NATIONALITY. SIGNED AT
MOSCOW, ON 25 MARCH 1957

The Governmentof the Polish People’s Republic and the Government
of the Union of SovietSocialistRepublics,

Noting that the majorityof personsof Polishnationalitywho haveexpressed
thedesireto be repatriatedhaveproceededto Polandfrom the USSRin accord-
ancewith earlierPolish-Sovietagreements,

Considering,however,that somepersonsof Polish nationalitydid not avail
themselvesat the time of the right to be repatriated,and

Desiring to strengthenfurther Polish-Sovietfriendship,
Have decided,in accordancewith the Joint Polish-SovietStatementsigned

at Moscowon 18 November1956, to concludethis Agreementandto this end
haveappointedas their plenipotentiaries

The Governmentof the PolishPeople’sRepublic:

Wladyslaw Wicha, Minister of Internal Affairs of the Polish People’s
Republic,

The Governmentof the Union of SovietSocialist Republics:

Nikolai Paviovich Dudorov, Minister of Internal Affairs of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics,

Who, having exchangedtheir full powers,found in good and due form,

haveagreedas follows

Article 1

The following shall havethe right to repatriation:

(a) Personsof Polish nationality who possessedPolish citizenship on 17 Sep-
tember r939;

(b) Personswho were born after 17 September1939andhaveno close relatives
in the Soviet Union but haverelativesin the Polish People’s Republic,or

1 Cameinto force on 10 July 1957, thedateof theexchangeof theinstrumentsof ratification
at Warsaw,in accordancewith article 17.
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whoserepatriationhas been requestedby the Polish authorities, provided
that their parentswereof PolishnationalityandpossessedPolish citizenship
on 17 September1939.

Article 2

Personsserving in the Soviet Army who havethe right to repatriationand
wish to avail themselvesthereofshall be demobilizedand repatriated.

Article 3

Personsheld in placesof detentionwho havethe right to repatriationand
wish to avail themselvesthereof shall be releasedprior to the expiry of their
sentencesand shall be repatriatedor deliveredto the Polish authorities.

Article 4

The Soviet Union shall allow the husbandor wife and the children and
parentsof the personto berepatriatedwho form part of his householdto proceed
to the PolishPeople’sRepublicevenif suchmember of his family did notpossess
Polishcitizenshipon 17 September1939andare notpersonsof Polishnationality.

The Polish People’sRepublic shall extendthe privilegesenjoyed by rcpa-
triates who acquire Polish citizenship to the membersof their families who
retain USSR citizenshipupon arrival in the PolishPeople’s Republic.

Article 5

The ContractingPartieshaveagreedto continuethe repatriationof persons
entitled theretounder this Agreementand also the practiceof permitting the
departureof the personsreferredto in article4 above,subjectto the principle
of voluntary choice.

Article 6

Personswishing to be repatriatedin accordancewith this Agreementshall
submit applicationsfor repatriationto the militia authoritiesin the areawhere
they residetogetherwith documentaryproof that they are of Polish nationality
and are former Polish citizens.

If necessary,the competentorgansof the ContractingParties shall assist
persons wishing to be repatriatedin establishingthe circumstancesentitling
them to repatriation.

Questionsrelating to the repatriationof personswho cannot prove their
right to repatriationshall be examinedby the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republicstogetherwith the Representativefor Repa-
triationAffairs of the Governmentof the PolishPeople’sRepublicat the Embassy
of the Polish People’sRepublicat Moscow.
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Article 7

Repatriationshall be effected in each individual case on the basis of a
specialcertificateissuedby the militia authoritiesin the areawherethe applicant
for repatriationresides. Repatriationcertificatesshall be valid for threemonths
from their dateof issue.

Article 8

(a) Personsdepartingfrom the USSR in accordancewith this Agreement
may take their propertywith them duty-free, provided that it is intendedfor
their personaluseandthat its export from the Soviet Union is not prohibited.

Persons exercising a profession or trade, such as scientists, physicians,
artists,artisans,etc.,shall also havethe right to takewith them duty-freearticles
belonging to them which are required in their professionalactivity.

(b) The personsmentionedin paragraph(a) of this article may disposeof
their property as they see fit in accordancewith the legislationof the USSR.

If necessary,Soviet authorities shall extendto such personsall possible
help in disposingof any houses,structures,etc., owned by them.

Suchpersonsmay authorizethe Embassyof the Polish People’s Republic
at Moscow,the Consulateof thePolishPeople’sRepublicat Kiev or anyindivid-
ual to administertheir property.

(c) Personsdepartingfrom the USSRin accordancewith this Agreement
may deposit their funds in the State Bank of the USSR, to be transferredto
their accountin the Polish National Bank.

The transferof the aforesaidfunds to the PolishPeople’sRepublicshall be
effectedthrough the non-commercial-paymentsaccountof the Polish National
Bank in the StateBank of the USSR.

Article 9

The repatriation of unaccompaniedchildren and disabled,agedand sick
personsshall be effectedwith the assistanceof the Union of the Red Crossand
Red CrescentSocietiesof the USSR and the Representativefor Repatriation
Affairs of the Governmentof thePolishPeople’sRepublicat the Embassyof the
PolishPeople’sRepublicat Moscow.

Article 10

(a) Personsof Polish nationalityrepatriatedin accordancewith this Agree-
ment shall relinquish Soviet citizenshipupon their departurefrom the USSR
and shall acquire Polish citizenship upon their arrival in the Polish People’s
Republic.
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(b) Membersof the families of repatriates,who arenot personsof Polish
nationality andwho possessUSSR citizenship,shall retain or relinquish USSR
citizenshipin accordancewith the wishesthey expressedwhenthey appliedfor
their exit documents. Personsrelinquishing USSR citizenship shall acquire
Polish citizenship upon their arrival in the Polish People’s Republic.

Article 11

Applications for repatriationshall be acceptedup to 1 October 1958,with
a view to completing the repatriation of personsentitled thereto under this
Agreementby 31 December1958.

Article 12

The USSRGovernmentshall extendfull assistancein the dischargeof his
functionsto the Representativefor RepatriationAffairs of the Governmentof the
Polish People’s Republic at the Embassy of the Polish People’s Republic at
Moscow.

Article 13

The USSR Government,with the aid of the Union of the Red Crossand
Red CrescentSocietiesof the USSR,shallmakeevery effort to ascertainthe fate
andwhereaboutsin the territory of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicsof
personssoughtby Polish institutions or by Polish citizens.

Article 14

All the provisionsof this Agreementaffectingpersonsof Polish nationality
shall apply equally to personsof Jewish nationality who were Polish citizens
on 17 September1939.

Article 15

The right to repatriationprovided in this Agreementshall not extendto
personsevacuatedin the years1944 to 1947 from Polandto the SovietUnion in
accordancewith the Agreementof 9 September1944 betweenthePolish Com-
mittee of National Liberation and the Governmentof the Ukrainian Soviet
SocialistRepublicconcerningthe evacuationof Polishcitizensfrom the territory
of the UkrainianSovietSocialist Republicandof the Ukrainian populationfrom
the territory of Poland,the Agreementof 9 September1944betweenthe Polish
Committee of National Liberation and the Governmentof the Byelorussian
Soviet Socialist Republic concerningthe evacuationof Polish citizens from the
territory of the ByelorussianSovietSocialist Republic and of the Byelorussian
populationfrom the territory of Poland, the Agreementof 22 September1944
betweenthe Polish Committeeof National Liberation andthe Governmentof
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the Lithuanian Soviet Socialist Republic concerningthe evacuationof Polish
citizensfrom theterritory of the LithuanianSovietSocialistRepublicandof the
Lithuanian population from the territory of Poland, and the Agreementof 6
July 1945 betweenthe ProvisionalGovernmentof National Unity of the Polish
Republicandthe Governmentof the USSR concerningthe right of personsof
PolishandJewishnationalityresidingin theUSSRto relinquishSovietcitizenship
andtheir evacuationto Poland,andtheright of personsof Russian,Ukrainian,
Byelorussian,Ruthenianor Lithuanian nationality residingin the Territory of
Polandto relinquishPolish citizenshipand their evacuationto the USSR.

Article 16

Representativesof the competentorgansof the ContractingPartiesshall
meetas necessaryat Warsawor Moscowto settlequestionsarisingin thecourse
of the repatriation operations.

Article 17

This Agreementis subjectto ratification and shall enterinto force on the
dateof the exchangeof instrumentsof ratification, which shall take place at
Warsawassoonas may be possible.

DONE at Moscowon 25 March 1957,in duplicate,in the Polish andRussian
languages,bothtexts being equallyauthentic.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the aforesaid plenipotentiaries have signed this
Agreementandhavetheretoaffixed their seals.

For the Governmentof the Polish People’sRepublic
W. WICHA

For the Governmentof the Union of SovietSocialist Republics:
N. DUDOROV

No. 4075


