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No. 4087. AGREEMENT’ FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENTOF THE REPUBLIC
OF FRANCE CONCERNING CIVIL USES OF ATOMIC
ENERGY. SIGNED %AT WASHINGTON, ON 19 JUNE
1956

PREAMBLE

Whereas the peacefuluses of atomic energy hold greatpromise for all
mankind; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand the Govern-
mentof theRepublicof Francedesireto cooperatewith eachotherin the develop-
ment of suchpeacefulusesof atomicenergy;and

Whereasreactors are useful in the production of researchquantitiesof
radioisotopes,in medical therapyand in numerousother researchand experi-
mentalactivities andat the sametime area meansof affording valuabletraining
andexperiencein nuclearscienceandengineeringuseful in the developmentof
other peaceful uses of atomic energy including civilian nuclear power; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the Republic of Francedesiresto pursuea
researchanddevelopmentprogramlooking towardtherealizationof thepeaceful
andhumanitarianusesof atomicenergyanddesiresto obtain assistancefrom the
Governmentof the United Statesof America and the United Statesindustry
with respectto this program;and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof America, represented
by the United StatesAtomic EnergyCommission,desiresto assistthe Govern-
ment of the Republicof Francein sucha program;

The Parties therefore agreeas follows:

Article I

Forpurposesof this Agreement:

A. “Commission” meansthe United StatesAtomic EnergyCommission.

B. “Commissariat”meanstheFrenchCommissariata l’EnergieAtomique.

1
Cameinto force on 20 November1956, the dateon which eachGovernment received from

theotherGovernmentwrittennotification that it hadcompliedwith all statutoryandconstitutional
requirementsfor the entry into force of the Agreement,in accordancewith articleII.
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C. “Equipment and devices” and “equipment or device” means any
instrument, apparatus,or facility and includes any facility, exceptan atomic
weapon, capableof making use of or producingspecialnuclear material, and
componentparts thereof.

D. “Person”meansanyindividual, corporation,partnership,firm, associa-
tion, trust, estate,public or private institution, group, governmentagency or
governmentcorporation but does not include the Parties to this Agreement.

E. “Reactor” meansan apparatus,other thananatomic weapon,in which
a self-supporting fission chain reaction is maintainedby utilizing uranium,
plutonium, or thorium, or any combinationof uranium,plutonium or thorium.

F. “RestrictedData” meansall dataconcerning(1) design,manufacture,
or utilization of atomicweapons;(2) the productionof specialnuclearmaterials;
or (3) the use of specialnuclearmaterial in the production of energy,but shall
not includedatadeclassifiedor removedfrom the categoryof RestrictedDataby
the appropriateauthority.

G. “Atomic weapon” meansany deviceutilizing atomicenergy,exclusive
of the meansfor transportingor propelling the device (wheresuch meansis a
separableanddivisible partof the device),theprincipal purposeof which is for
use as,or for developmentof, a weapon,a weaponprototype,or a weapontest
device.

H. “Special nuclearmaterial” means(1) plutonium, uranium enrichedin
the isotope233 or in the isotope235, andany other materialwhich the Com-
missiondeterminesto bespecialnuclearmaterial;or (2) any materialartificially
enrichedby anyof the foregoing.

I. “Source material” means(1) uranium, thorium, or any other material
which is determinedby the Governmentof the Republicof Franceor the Com-
missionto besourcematerial;or (2) orescontainingoneor moreof the foregoing
materials,in such concentrationas the Governmentof the Republicof France
or the Commissionmay determinefrom time to time.

J. “Parties” meansthe Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand
the Governmentof theRepublicof France,including the Commissionon behalf
of the Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Commissariaton
behalfof the Governmentof the Republicof France. “Party” meansoneof the
above “Parties.”

No. 4087



346 United Nations — Treaty Series 1957

Article II

This Agreementshall enterinto force on the day on which eachGovern-
ment shall receivefrom the other Governmentwritten notification that it has
complied with all statutory and constitutionalrequirementsfor the entry into
force of such Agreementand shall remain in force for a period of ten years.

Article III

A. RestrictedDatashall not becommunicatedunder this Agreement~and
no materialsor equipmentand devicesshall be transferredand no services
shall be furnishedunder this Agreementif the transferof any such materials
or equipmentand devicesor the furnishing of any such serviceinvolves the
communicationof Restricted Data.

B. Subjectto theprovisionsof this Agreement,theavailability of personnel
and material, and the applicable laws, regulationsand license requirements
in force in their respectivecountries, the Partiesshall assisteachother in the
achievementof the useof atomicenergyfor peacefulpurposes.

C. This Agreementshall not require the exchangeof any information
which the Parties are not permitted to communicatebecausethe information
is privately ownedor hasbeenreceivedfrom anothergovernment.

Article IV

Subjectto the provisionsof Article III, information in the specific fields
set outbelow shallbe exchangedbetweentheCommissionandthe Commissariat
‘with respectto the application of atomic energy to peacefuluses, including
researchand developmentrelating to such uses,and problemsof health and
safetyconnectedtherewith:

A. The development,design,construction,operationand useof research,
experimentalpower, andpower reactors;

B. Healthandsafetyproblemsrelatedto theoperationanduseof research,
experimentalpower, andpowerreactors;

C. The useof radioactiveisotopesandradiationin physicalandbiological
research,medical therapy,agricultureand industry.
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Article V

The applicationor use of any information (including designdrawingsand
specifications)and any material, equipment,and devices,exchangedor trans-
ferred betweenthe Parties under this Agreement shall be the responsibility
of the Party receiving it, andthe otherParty doesnot warrantthe accuracyor
completenessof such information and doesnot warrant the suitability of such
information,materials,equipment,anddevicesfor any particularuseor applica-
tion.

Article VI

A. ResearchMaterials

Materials of interest in connectionwith defined researchprojects related
to the peacefulusesof atomicenergyas providedby Article IV andunder the
limitations set forth in Article III, including sourcematerials, specialnuclear
materials,by-productmaterial, other radioisotopes,and stableisotopesWill be
exchangedfor researchpurposesin such quantitiesand undersuchterms and
conditionsas may beagreedwhensuchmaterialsarenot availablecommercially.
In no case,however,shall the quantity of specialnuclearmaterialsunder the
jurisdiction of eitherParty, by reasonof transferunder this Article, be, at any
one time, in excessof 100 grams of containedU-235, 10 grams of plutonium,
and 10 gramsof U-233.

B. ResearchFacilities

Subjectto the provisionsof Article III, andundersuchtermsandconditions
asmaybeagreed,andto theextentasmaybeagreed,specializedresearchfacilities
andreactormaterialstesting facilities of the Partiesshallbe madeavailable for
mutual useconsistentwith the limits of space,facilities, andpersonnelconven-
iently available,when such facilities are not commerciallyavailable.

Article VII

It is contemplatedthat, as providedin this Article, private individuals and
private organizationsin either the United Statesor France may deal directly
with private individuals and private organizationsin the other country. Ac..
cordingly, with respectto the subjectsof agreedexchangeof information as
providedin Article IV, personsunder thejurisdiction of eitherthe Government
of the United Statesor the Governmentof the Republic of France will be
permitted to make arrangementsto transfer and export materials, including
equipmentanddevices,to andperform servicesfor the other Governmentand
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such personsunderits jurisdiction as areauthorizedby the other Government
to receive and possesssuch materialsand utilize such services,subject to:

‘(a) The limitations in Article III;

(b) Applicable laws, regulationsand licenserequirementsof the Government
of the United Statesandthe Governmentof the Republic of France.

Article VIII

A. The Commissionwill sell to the Governmentof the Republicof France
uranium enriched in the isotope U-235 subject to the terms and conditions
provided herein,as and when required as initial and replacementfuel in the
operationof defined research,experimentalpower, andpower reactorprojects
which the Governmentof the Republic of France, in consultationwith the
Commission,decidesto constructor authorizeprivateorganizationsto construct
in France,andas required in experimentsrelatedthereto.

B. The sale of the uranium enrichedin the isotope U-235 under this
Article shall be in such form as may be mutually agreed,and at such charges
and on such terms and conditions with respectto shipmentand delivery as
may be mutually agreed,and subjectto the other terms andconditionsof this
Agreement.

C. 1. Exceptasprovidedin paragraph2 below,the quantityof uranium
enrichedin the isotopeU-235 transferredby the Commissionunder this Article
and in the custodyof the Governmentof the Republicof France shall not at
any time be in excessof forty (40) kilograms of containedU-235 in uranium
•enrichedup to a maximumof twenty percent(20%) U-235 plus suchadditional
quantityas,in the opinionof the Commission,is necessaryto permit the efficient
andcontinuousoperationof the reactoror reactorswhile replacedfuel elements
are radioactivelycooling in Franceor while fuel elementsare in transit, it being
the intent of the Commissionto makepossiblethe maximumusefulnessof the
forty (40) kilograms of said material.

2. The Commission may, upon request and at its discretion, make a
portion of the foregoingmaterialavailable as materialenrichedup to 90% for
use in a materialstesting reactor,capableof operatingwith a fuel load not to
exceedsix (6) kilograms.

3. It is understoodand agreedthat although the Governmentof the Re-
public of France will distribute uranium enrichedin the isotope U-235 to
authorizedusers in France,the Governmentof the Republic of France will

No. 4087



352 United Nations — Treaty Series 1957

retain title to any uranium enrichedin the isotopeU-235 which is purchased
from the Commissionuntil suchtime asprivate usersin the United Statesare
permittedto acquiretitle in theUnited Statesto uraniumenrichedin the isotope
U-235.

D. It is agreedthat whenany sourceor specialnuclearmaterialreceived
from the United Statesrequires reprocessing,such reprocessingshall be per-
formed at the discretion of the Commissionin either Commissionfacilities,
or in facilities acceptableto the Commission, on terms and conditionsto be
later agreed;and it is understood,exceptas may be otherwiseagreed,that the
form and contentor the irradiatedfuel elementsshall not be alteredafter their
removalfrom the reactorandprior to deliveryto the Commissionor thefacilities
acceptableto the Commissionfor reprocessing.

E. With respect to any special nuclear material produced in reactors
fueledwith materialsobtainedfrom the United Stateswhich are in excessof
France’sneedfor suchmaterialin its programfor the peacetimeusesof atomic
energy, the Governmentof the United Statesshall haveand is herebygranted
(a) a first option to purchasesuch material at prices then prevailing in the
United Statesfor specialnuclearmaterialproducedin reactorswhich arefueled
pursuantto theterms of an agreementfor cooperationwith the United States,
and (b) the right to approvethe transferof such material to any other nation
in the eventthe option to purchaseis notexercised.

Article IX

As may be necessaryand as may be mutually agreedin connectionwith
the subjectsof agreedexchangeof information as provided in Article IV, and
under the limitations set forth in Article III, and under such terms and con-
ditions as may be mutually agreed,specific arrangementsmay be madefrom
time to time betweenthe Partiesfor lease,or sale and purchase,of quantities
of materials, other than special nuclear material, greater than thoserequired
for research,when such materialsare not available commercially.

Article X

The Governmentof the United Statesandthe Governmentof the Republic
of France emphasizetheir common interest in assuringthat any material,
equipment,or device made available to the Governmentof the Republic of
Francepursuantto this Agreementshallbe usedsolely for civil purposes.

A. Exceptto the extentthat the safeguardsprovidedfor in thisAgreement
are supplanted,by agreementof the Partiesasprovidedin Article XII, by safe-
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guards of the proposedinternational atomic energyagency,the Government
of the United Statesof America, notwithstandingany otherprovisionsof this
Agreement,shallhavethe following rights:

1. With the objectiveof assuringdesignand operationfor civil purposes
andpermitting effective applicationof safeguards,to review the designof any

(i) reactorand
(ii) otherequipmentanddevicesthedesignof which the Commissiondetermines

to be relevantto the effectiveapplicationof safeguards,

which are to be madeavailableto the Governmentof the Republic of France
or any personunder its jurisdiction by the Governmentof the United States
of Americaor any personunder its jurisdiction, or which are to use, fabricate
or processany of the following materialsso madeavailable : sourcematerial,
special nuclear material, moderatormaterial, or other material designatedby
the Commission;

2. With respectto any sourceor specialnuclearmaterialmadeavailable
to theGovernmentof the Republicof Franceor anypersonunderits jurisdiction
by the Governmentof the United Statesof America or any personunder its
jurisdiction and any source or special nuclear material utilized in, recovered
from, or producedas a result of theuseof any of the following materials,equip-
ment,or devicessomadeavailable

(i) source material, special nuclear material, moderator material, or other
materialdesignatedby the Commission,

(ii) reactors,
(iii) any other equipmentor device designatedby the Commissionas an item

to be madeavailable on the conditionthat the provisionsof this subpara-
graphA2 will apply,

(a) to require the maintenanceandproduction of operatingrecordsandto
requestand receive reports for the purposeof assistingin ensuring
accountabilityfor suchmaterials;and

(b) to require that any such material in the custody of the Government
of the Republicof Franceor any personunderitsjurisdiction besubject
to all of the safeguardsprovidedfor in this Article andthe guaranties
set forth in Article XI;

3. To requirethedepositin storagefacilitiesdesignatedby theCommission
of any of the specialnuclear material referredto in subparagraphA2 of this
Article which is not currently utilized for civil purposesin Franceandwhich is
not purchasedpursuantto Article VIII, ParagraphE (a) of this Agreement,
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transferredpursuantto Article VIII, ParagraphE (b) of this Agreement,or
otherwisedisposedof pursuantto an arrangementmutually acceptableto the
Parties;

4. To designate,after consultationwith the Governmentof the Republic
of France,personnelwho, accompanied,if either Party so requests,by per-
sonnel designatedby the Governmentof the Republic of France,shall have
accessin Franceto all placesand datanecessaryto accountfor the sourceand
specialnuclearmaterialswhich aresubject to subparagraphA2 of this Article
to determinewhether there is compliancewith this Agreementand to make
suchindependentmeasurementsas may be deemednecessary;

5. In the event of non-compliancewith the provisions of this Article,
or the guarantiesset forth in Article XI, and the failure of the Government
of the Republic of Franceto carry out the provisionsof this Article within a
reasonabletime, to suspendor terminatethis Agreementandrequirethe return
of any materials,equipment~anddevicesreferredto in subparagraphA2 of this
Article;

6. To consultwith the Governmentof the Republic of France in the
matterof healthandsafety.

B. The Governmentof the Republic of France undertakesto facilitate
the applicationof the safeguardsprovidedfor in this Article.

Article XI

The Governmentof the Republicof Franceguaranteesthat:

A. Safeguardsprovidedin Article X shallbe maintained.

B. No material, including equipment and devices, transferred to the
Governmentof the Republic of France or authorizedpersonsunder its juris-
diction pursuantto this Agreement,by lease,sale or otherwise,and no special
nuclear materialproducedas a result of suchtransferwill be usedfor atomic
weaponsor for researchon or developmentof atomicweaponsor for any other
military purposes,andthat no suchmaterial, including equipmentanddevices,
will be transferredto unauthorizedpersonsor beyondthe jurisdiction of the
Governmentof the Republic of Franceexcept as the Commissionmay agree
to such transferto anothernation andthen only if in the opinion of the Com-
mission such transferfalls within the scopeof an agreementfor cooperation
betweenthe United Statesandthe othernation.
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Article XII

A. TheGovernmentof the United Statesof Americaandthe Government
of the Republicof Franceaffirm their commoninterestin the establishmentof an
internationalatomic energyagencyto fosterthe peacefulusesof atomic energy.
In the eventsuchaninternationalagencyis created:

1. The Parties will consultwith each other to determinein what respects,
if any, they desireto modify the provisionsof this Agreementfor Coopera-
tion. In particular, the Parties will consult with eachother to determine
in what respectsandto what extentthey desireto arrangefor the administra-
tion by the internationalagencyof thoseconditions,controls,andsafeguards
including those relating to health and safety standardsrequired by the
international agency in connectionwith similar assistancerenderedto a
cooperatingnation under the aegisof the internationalagency.

2. In the event the Parties do not reach a mutually satisfactoryagreement
following the consultationprovidedin paragraphA of this Article, either
Party may by notification terminatethis Agreement. In the event this
Agreementis so terminated,the Governmentof the Republic of France
shall return to the Commissionall source and special nuclear materials
receivedpursuantto this Agreementandin its possessionor in thepossession
of personsunderits jurisdiction.

B. It is recognizedthat efforts are being made in Western Europe to
integratethe atomicenergyprogramsof a groupof natIons. If the Government
of the Republic of Francebecomesa memberof suchan integratedgroup and
if an agreementfor cooperationon atomicenergyis madebetweenthe group of
nationsand the Governmentof the United Statesof America, the latter would
be preparedif so requestedby the Governmentof the Republic of France to
arrangefor the integratedgroup to assumethe rights and obligations of the
Governmentof the Republic of France under this Agreement,provided the
integratedgroup can, in the judgmentof the Governmentof the United States
of America,effectivelyandsecurelycarryoutthe undertakingsof this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Partiesheretohavecausedthis Agreementto be
executedpursuantto duly constitutedauthority.

DONE at Washington,in duplicate, in the English and Frenchlanguages,
this nineteenthday of June,1956.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:
C. Burke ELBRICK

W. F. LIBBY

For the Governmentof the Republicof France:
M. COUVE DE MURVILLE
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