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No. 4109. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND SAUDI ARABIA CONCERNING UNITED
STATES RIGHTS AT DHAHRAN AIRFIELD AND RE-
LATED MATTERS. WASHINGTON, 2 APRIL 1957

I

The Secretaryof State to the SaudiArabianAmbassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

April 2, 1957

Excellency:

I havethe honor to refer to the discussionswhich havetakenplacebetween
His Majesty King Saudand PresidentEisenhowerand representativesof our
two GovernmentsbetweenJanuary30 and February 8, 1957, concerningthe
relationsbetweenthe two countriesandtheir commoninterestin promotingand
consolidatingtheir cooperation. The Governmentof the United Statesis now
pleasedto confirm its understandingof the general agreementreachedduring
thesediscussions.

1. The United StatesGovernmentacknowledgesthe commentsof His Majesty
King Saud to PresidentEisenhowerand recognizesthat Saudi Arabia has a need to
strengthenits armedforcesfor the purposesof the defenseof the Kingdom, including
the defenseof the DhahranAirfield.

2. In this connection,the UnitedStatesGovernmentwill, within its constitutional
processes,continue its cooperationwith the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by providing
military equipmenton a reimbursablebasisin accordancewith the exchangeof notes
betweenthe two Governmentsof June18, 1951,2which provides that the equipment
shall be used to “ foster internationalpeaceand securitywithin the frameworkof the
Charterof the United Nations.” Equipmentto be providedwill be in accordancewith
understandingsreachedduring the foregoingmentioneddiscussions. The two Govern-
mentsfurtheragreethat the equipmentto beprovidedwill be usedby SaudiArabia for
the purposeof defendingthe independenceand territorial integrity of Saudi Arabia
andfor the maintenanceof internalsecurity. It is understoodthat the two Govern-
mentswill arrangeappropriatetermsof paymentfor such equipment.

3. The United StatesGovernmentagreesto provide at no cost to the Saudi

Arabian Governmentcertain additional constructionat DhahranAirfield designedto

‘Came into force on 2 April 1957 by the exchangeof thesaid notes.
2 United Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. 141, p. 67, and Vol. 212, p. 335.
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improvecivil aviation facilities. TheUnitedStatesGovernmentagreesalsoto providea
programof training for the Saudi Arabian Air Force,to augmentthepresentadvisory
training programfor the SaudiArabian Army and to train Naval personnel. Details
of these serviceswill be as agreed.

4. In the samespirit and re-assertingtheclosecooperationbetweenthe two coun-
tries, the United StatesGovernmentis pleasedto be ableto continuethe use of the
facilities grantedat the DhahranAirfield in accordancewith the Agreementof June18,
1951,1 which is extendedfor a periodof five yearsfrom the dateof this exchange.

5. To facilitateandimprovetheimplementationof theDhahranAirfield Agreement
and relatedagreements,the two Governmentsagreeto hold further discussionsin Saudi
Arabia looking toward possibleadditionalunderstandings.

6. The United StatesGovernment,in consideringthe economicneedsof Saudi
Arabia,is preparedto assistin mutuallyagreedprojects. in this connection,the expan-
sion of the Dammam port will receive primary consideration. It also agreesto the
provisionof someengineeringand technicalassistance,as well aslendingits goodoffices
to assistin establishingcredit arrangementsfor economicprojects. Thesematters
will be discussedbetweenthe competentrepresentativesof the two Governmentsand
confirmedby subsequentunderstandings.

7. Theseforegoingmeasureswill beundertakenin accordancewith duelegislative
processesof bothcountries.

If theforegoingis acceptableto theGovernmentof SaudiArabia, the Gov-
ernmentof the United Statesagreesthat this noteandYour Excellency’sreply
concurring in its contentwill constitutefirm agreementbetweenthe two Gov-
ernments.

Accept, Excellency, the assurancesof my highest consideration.

For the Secretaryof State:

Robert MURPHY
Deputy Under Secretaryof State

His ExcellencySheikh Abdullah Al-Khayyal
Ambassadorof SaudiArabia

‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 102, p. 73.
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[ENGLISH TEXT OF THE FOREGOING NOTE]

ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA

WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

Excellency:

I havethe honorto inform Your Excellencythat I havereceivedyour note
datedtoday, thetext of which is as follows:

[See note I]

I have been authorizedto inform Your Excellency that my Government
acceptsthe contentsof Your Excellency’sforegoingnote.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

ABDULLAH AL-KHAYYAL
Ambassadorof SaudiArabia

The HonorableJohn Foster Dulles
Secretaryof State

Washington,D. C.
Ramadan2, 1376H.
(Correspondingto April 2, 1957 A.D.)
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