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No. 3703. AGREEMENT1BETWEENTHE UNITED NATIONS
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THAILAND RELATING
TO THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE ECONOMIC COM-
MISSION FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EAST IN THAI-
LAND. SIGNED AT GENEVA, ON 26 MAY 1954

In view of the desireof the United Nations to establishthe office of the
EconomicCommissionfor Asia andthe Far East in Bangkok,Thailand, and in
order to facilitate the effective dischargeof its functions, the Governmentof the
Kingdom of Thailandandthe United Nations haveagreedas follows

Article I

DEFINITIONS

Section1

In this Agreement
(a) The expression“the ECAFE” means the United Nations Economic

Commissionfor Asia andthe Far Eastincluding its secretariat;
(b) The expression“the Government”meansthe Governmentof Thailand
(c) Theexpression“Executive Secretary”meanstheExecutiveSecretaryof the

United NationsEconomicCommissionfor Asia andthe FarEast or his authorized
representative

(d) The expression“appropriateThai authorities” meansthe officials of the
Thailand Foreign Office, except where otherwiseexpresslyindicated;

(e) The expression“laws of Thailand” includes legislativeacts, anddecrees,
regulationsor orders,issuedby or underauthority of the Governmentor appro-
priateThai authorities

(/) The expression“working site” meansthe areaoccupied by the United
NationsEconomicCommissionfor Asia andthe FarEast~sdefinedin theAnnex2

to this Agreement,including any buildings which are constructedor which may
be constructedtherein

(g) The expression“archives of the ECAFE” meansthe records andcorre-
spondence,documents,manuscripts,still and moving pictures and films, and
soundrecordings,belongingto or held by the ECAFE;

1 Cameinto force on 6 February 1957, the date of its ratification by the Governmentof
Thailand, in accordancewith articleXIV (a).

Seeinsertin apocketat theendof this volume.
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(h) The expression“Officials of the ECAFE” meansall staff membersof the
United Nations Secretariat,otherthanmanualworkers locally recruited,who are
at any time working with theECAFE, andwhosenamesarecommunicatedfrom
time to time to the appropriateThai authorities

(1) The expression“property” as used in this Agreementmeansall property
including funds andassets,belonging to the ECAFE or held or administeredby
the ECAFE in furtheranceof its constitutional functions,and all income of the
ECAFE;

(j) The expression“General Convention” means the Convention on the
Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations as adoptedby the General
Assemblyof the United Nations on 13 February 19461 when accededto by the
Government;

(is) The expression“representativesof governments”shallbedeemedto apply
to delegates,deputy delegates,advisers, technical experts and secretariesof
delegations,andto include the family of residentrepresentatives.

Article II

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY AND CAPACITY

Section2

The United Nationsacting throughthe ECAFE shallhavethe capacity:

(a) To contract;
(b) To acquireand dispose of immovable and movableproperty;

(c) To institute legal proceedings.

Article III

CONTROL OF WORKING SITE

Section.3

The working site shall be inviolable, and shall be under the control and
authority of the ECAFE, as providedin this Agreement.

Section 4

(a) Officers or officials of the Government,whether administrative,judicial,
military or police shallnot enterthe working site to perform any official duties

UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 1, pp. 15 and263 ; Vol. 4, p. 461 ; Vol. 5, p. 413 ; Vol. 6,
p. 433; Vol. 7, p. 353; Vol. 9, p. 398; Vol. 11, p. 406; Vol. 12, p. 416; Vol. 14, p. 490; Vol. 15,
p. 442 ; Vol. 18, p. 382 ; Vol. 26, p. 396 ; Vol. 42, p. 354 ; Vol. 43, p. 335 ; Vol. 45, p. 318; Vol. 66,
p. 346; Vol. 70, p. 266; Vol. 173, p. 369; Vol. 177, p. 324; Vol. 180, p. 296; Vol. 202, p. 320;
\Tol. 214, p. 348; Vol. 230, p. 427; Vol. 231, p. 347; Vol. 247, Vol. 248, Vol. 252, and Vol. 254.
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thereinexceptwith the consentof andunderconditionsagreedto by the Executive
Secretary;

(b) Without prejudice to the provisionsof Article VIII, the ECAFE shall
preventtheworking site from being usedasa refugeby personswho areavoiding
arrestunderany law of Thailand, or who are requiredby the Governmentfor
extraditionto anothercountry, or who areendeavouringto avoid serviceof legal
processor a judicial proceeding;

(c) The archivesof the ECAFE and in generalall documentsbelonging to,

or held by the ECAFE, shallbe inviolable.

Section5

(a) The appropriateThai authorities shall exercisedue diligence to ensure
that the tranquillity of theworkingsiteis not disturbedby theunauthorizedentry
of groupsof personsfrom outsideor by disturbancesin its immediatevicinity, and
shallcauseto beprovidedon theboundariesof the workingsitesuchpoliceprotec-
tion as is requiredfor thesepurposes;

(b) If so requestedby the ExecutiveSecretary,the appropriateThai author-
itiesshallprovideasufficientnumberof policefor thepreservationof law andorder
in the working site, and for the removaltherefromof personsas requestedunder
the authority of the ECAFE.

Article IV

PROPERTY, FUNDS AND ASSETS

Section 6

The United Nations shall in respectof the ECAFE and its property,wher-
ever locatedandby whomsoeverheld, enjoy immunity from every form of legal
processexcept in so far as in any particular casethe United Nations shallhave
expresslywaived its immunity. It is, however, understoodthat no waiver of
immunity shall extendto any measureof execution.

Section 7

The working siteand the propertyof the ECAFE whereverlocatedand by
whomsoeverheld,shallbeimmunefrom search,requisition,confiscation,expropria-
tion and any other form of interference,whetherby executive, administrative,
judicial or legislative action.

Section8

The assets,incomeandotherpropertyof the United Nationsshallbe exempt:

(a) From any form of direct taxation.The ECAFE, however,will not claim
exemptionfrom taxeswhich are, in fact, no more thanchargesfor public utility
services
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(b) From customsduties and from prohibitions andrestrictionson imports
andexportsin respectof articlesimportedor exportedby theECAFEfor its official
use,on the understandingthat articles imported undersuch immunity shallnot
be sold within the country except in accordancewith conditionsto be mutually
agreedupon;

(c) From customsduties andprohibitions andrestrictionsin respectof the
import andexport of its publications.

Section 9

TheUnitedNationsshallbeexemptfrom exciseduties,sales,andluxury taxes
andall other indirect taxeswhenit is making importantpurchasesfor official use
by the ECAFEof propertyon which suchdutiesor taxesare normallychargeable.
However, the ECAFE will not, as a general rule, claim exemption from excise
duties,andfrom taxeson the saleof movableandimmovablepropertywhich form
part of the price to be paid, and cannotbe identified separatelyfrom the sales
price.

Section 10

(a) Without any financial controls,regulationsor moratoriaof anykind,

(i) the ECAFE may holdfunds, gold or currencyof any kind andoperateforeign
currencyaccountsin any currency;

(ii) the ECAFE shall be free to transferits funds, securities,gold or currency
from one country to anotheror within Thailandandto convertanycurrency
held by it into any other currency;

(b) The ECAFE shall, in exercising its rights under this section pay due
regardto any representationsmadeby the Governmentinsofar as effect canbe
given to such representationswithout detrimentto the interestsof the ECAFE.

Article V

COMMUNICATIONS

Section11

The ECAFE shall enjoy for its official communicationstreatmentnot less
favourablethan that accordedby the Governmentto any other government
or organization,including foreigndiplomatic missionsin Thailand.

Section12

The ECAFE shallbe entitled, for its official purposes,to use the transport
facilities of the Governmentunder the sameconditions as may be grantedto
residentdiplomatic missions.
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Section13

(a) No censorshipshall be applied to the official correspondencenor other
communicationsof the ECAFE. Such immunity shallextend,without limitation
by reasonof this enumeration,to publications,still andmoving pictures, films,
and soundrecordings;

(b) The ECAFE shallhavethe right to usecodesandto dispatchandreceive
official correspondenceand without limitation by reason of this enumeration,
publications,documents,still and moving pictures, films, andsoundrecordings,
either by courier or in sealedbagswhich shall havethe sameimmunities and
privileges as diplomatic couriersand bags.

Section 14

(a) The United Nations is authorizedto operateat the working site one
point-to-pointtelecommunicationscircuit in a generallyeasterlydirection andone
point-to-point circuit in a generallywesterlydirection betweenthe working site
andother United Nations radio stations;

(b) Subject to the necessaryauthorizationfrom the GeneralAssembly,the
United Nations may also establishandoperateat the workingsite

(i) its own short-wavesendingandreceivingradiobroadcastingfacilities (including
emergencylink equipment) which may be used on the same frequencies
(within the tolerancesprescribedfor the broadcastingserviceby applicable
Thai regulations)for radiotelegraph,radiotelephone,andsimilar services;

(ii) such other radio facilities as may be specified by supplementalagreement
betweenthe United Nations andthe appropriateThai authorities;

(c) The United Nations shall makearrangementsfor the operationof the
services referred to in this section with the International Telecommunication
Union, the appropriateagenciesof the Governmentandthe appropriateagencies
of otheraffectedgovernmentswith regardto all frequenciesandsimilar matters;

(d) The facilities provided for in this Section may, to the extent necessary
for efficient operation,be establishedand operatedoutsidethe workingsite with
the consentof the Government.

Article VI
REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENTS

Section 15
Representativesof governmentsparticipatingin the work of the ECAFE,

or in anyconferenceswhichmaybe convenedby theUnited Nationsat theworking
No. 3703
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site, shallbe entitled in the territory of Thailandwhile exercisingtheir functions
and during their journey to and from the working site, to the sameprivileges
and immunities as it accordsto membersof diplomatic missionsof comparable
rank.

Article VII

ACCESS AND RESIDENCE

Section 16

(a) The appropriateThai authoritiesshall impose no impedimentto transit
to or from the working site of thefollowing persons

(i) representativesof governmentsparticipatingin the work of the ECAFE;

(ii) officials of the ECAFE, their families andothermembersof their households;

(iii) persons,otherthanofficials of the ECAFE,performingmissionsfor theUnited
Nations, in relation with the ECAFE, and their families;

(iv) other personsinvited to the workingsite on official business;the Executive
Secretaryshall communicatethe namesof such personsto the Government;

(v) representativesof the press,or of radio, film or other information agencies,
who havebeenaccreditedby the ECAFE after consultationwith the Govern-
ment;

(b) ThisSectionshallnotapply to generalinterruptionsof transportandshall
not impair the effectivenessof generallyapplicablelaws relatingto transportation;

(c) Visas which maybe necessaryfor personsreferredto in this Sectionshall
be grantedpromptly andwithout charge;

(d) This section shall not obviate the requirementof reasonableevidence
to establishthatpersonsclaimingtherightsgrantedunderthis Sectionareincluded
in the categoriesdescribedin paragraph(a), or the reasonableapplication of
quarantineandhealth regulations;

(e) Lawsandregulationsin forcein Thailandregardingtheresidenceof aliens
shallnotbe appliedin suchmannerasto interferewith theprivilegesreferredto in
this Section,and, specifically shallnot be applied in such manneras to require
any personsto leave Thailand on accountof any activities performedby them
in their official capacity.
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Article VIII

OFFICIALS OF THE ECAFE

Section17

Officials of the ECAFE shall enjoy within andwith respectto the territory
of Thailandthe following privilegesandimmunities

(a) Immunity from legalprocessin respectof worth spokenor written andall
actsperformedby them in their official capacity;

(b) Exemptionfrom taxation on the salariesand emolumentspaid to them
by the United Nations; and

(c) Immunity, togetherwith their spousesandrelativesdependenton them,
from immigration restrictions and alien registration;

(d) The sameprivileges in respectof exchangefacilities as are accordedto
theofficials of comparableranksforming partof diplomaticmissionsto theGovern-
ment;

(e) The samerepatriation facilities in time of internationalcrisis, together
with their spousesand relativesdependenton them, as diplomaticenvoys;

(t) Immunity from personalarrest or detention;
(g) Immunity from seizure of their personaland official baggage;

(is) Exemption for officials of other than Thai nationality, from any form
of direct taxation on income derived from sourcesoutsideThailand, and the
freedomto maintain within Thailand, or elsewhere,foreign securities,andother
movableand immovableproperty, andwhilst employedby the United Nations
in Thailand,andat the timeof terminationof suchemployment,the right to take
out of Thailand funds in United Statesdollars or other convertiblecurrencies
withoutanyrestrictionsor limitations,providedthatthesaidofficials canshowgood
causefor their lawful possessionof such funds;

(i) The right to import, free of dutyandotherlevies,prohibitionsandrestric-
tionS on imports, their furnitureand effectswithin six monthsafter first taking
up their postin Thailand;the sameregulationsshallapply in the caseof importa-
tion, transferandreplacementof automobilesas are in force for theresidentmem-
bersof diplomatic missionsof comparablerank.

Section18

All officials of the ECAFE shall be provided with a specialidentity card
certifying the fact that they are officials of the ECAFE enjoying the privileges
and immunitiesspecified in this Agreement.
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Section19

(a) The Governmentshall accord to the Executive Secretaryand Deputy
ExecutiveSecretaryof the ECAFE, to the extent permittedunder its constitu-
tionalprecepts,theprivilegesandimmunitiesindicatedin paragraph2 of Article 105
of the United Nations Charter.

(b) For this purpose the Executive Secretaryand the Deputy Executive
Secretaryshallbe incorporatedby the Ministry of ForeignAffairs into the appro-
priate diplomatic categoriesand shall enjoy the customs exemptions granted
to such diplomatic categoriesin Thailand.

Section 20

(a) The privilegesand immunitiesaccordedby this Article aregrantedin the
interestsof the ECAFE andnot for the personalbenefit of the individuals them-
selves.The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations shall waive the immunity
of any official including thosereferredto in Section 19, in anycasewhere,in his
opinion, such immunity would impedethe course of justice and can be waived
without prejudice to the interestsof the ECAFE

(b) The Executive Secretaryshall take every precautionto ensurethat no
abuseof a privilege or immunity conferredby this Agreementshall occur, and
for this purposeshall establishsuchrules andregulationsashe may deemneces-
saryandexpedient,for officials of the ECAFEandpersonsperformingmissionsfor,
or servingon missions, of the ECAFE;

(c) The ECAFE andits officials shall cooperateat all times with the appro-
priate Thai authorities to facilitate the proper administration of justice, secure
the observanceof police regulations,and prevent the occurrenceof any abuses
in connectionwith the privileges and immunities conferred by this Agreement.
Should the Government consider that an abuse has occurred, the Executive
Secretaryshall upon requestconsultwith the appropriateThai authorities.If such
consultationsfail to achievea result satisfactoryto bothparties, the mattershall
be determinedin accordancewith the procedureset out in Article XIII.

Article IX

PERSONS WHO ARE NOT OFFICIALS OF THE ECAFE

Section 21

Thosepersonswho, without being officials of the ECAFE, are performing
missionsfor the United Nations in relation with the ECAFE in Thailand, shall
enjoy the privileges andimmunities specifiedin Section 17 of Article VIII.
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Article X

LAISSEZ-PASSER

Section 22

The Governmentshall recognizeandacceptthe United Nationslaissez-passer
issuedto officials of theECAFEasavalid traveldocumentequivalentto apassport.
Applicationsfor visas from holdersof United Nationslaissez-passershallbedealt
with as speedilyas possible.In addition suchpersonsshallbe grantedfacilities
for speedytravel.

Section 23

Similar facilities to thosespecifiedin Section22 shall be accordedto persons
who, thoughnot the holdersof United Nations laissez-passer,havea certificate
that they are travelling on the businessof the United Nations in relation with
the ECAFE.

Article XI

PuBLIc SERVICES AND DIVISION OF RESPONSIBILITIES CONCERNING

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF WORKING SITE

Section24

(a) The appropriateThai authorities will exercise to the extent requested
by the Executive Secretarythe powerswhich they possesswith respect to the
supplying of public servicesto ensure that the working site shall be supplied
on equitabletermswith the necessarypublic services,including electricity, water,
post, telephone, telegraph, transportation, drainage, collection of refuse, fire
protection, et cetera. In caseof anyinterruption or threatenedinterruptionof any
suchservices,theappropriateThai authoritieswill considertheneedsof theECAFE
as being of equal importancewith the similar needsof essentialagenciesof the

Government,andwill takestepsaccordinglyto ensurethat thework of theECAFE
is not prejudiced;

(b) The Governmentwill be responsiblefor all charges arising out of the
installation, maintenanceand repairs in the working site of all public utility
servicesincluding, but without limitation by reasonof this enumeration,the fol-
lowing : telephoneequipment,wiring andelectricity, water, fire prevention meas-
ures,and postal services

(c) The ECAFE will be responsiblewith the assistanceof the Government
for all arrangementsconcerningthe use of the conferencehall in the working site
for its own meetings. The Governmentwill besimilarly responsiblefor all arrange-
mentsconcerningthe use of the said hall for anyother meetings. Consultations
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will be held betweenthe ECAFE and the Governmentin order to arrive at a
mutually agreeableuse and scheduleof useof the hall.

Article XII

SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENTS

Section25

(a) The Governmentand the United Nations may enter into such supple-
mentary agreementsas may be necessarywithin the scopeof this Agreement;

(b) The provisions of the GeneralConvention and of this Agreement,shall,
wherethey relateto the samesubjectmatter, betreatedwhereverpossibleascom-
plementary,so that the provisions of both shallbe applicableand neithershall
narrow the effect of the other; but in any caseof absoluteconflict, the provisions
of this Agreementshall prevail.

Article XIII

• SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Section26

All differencesbetween the Government and the United Nations arising
out of the interpretationor application of this Agreementor anysupplementary
agreements,or of any question affecting the working site or the relationship
betweenthe ECAFE and the Government, shall be resolved according to the
procedureindicatedin Section30 of the GeneralConvention.

Article XIV

Section 27

(a) This Agreementshall be signed and shall enterinto force on the date
of ratification by the Government;

(b) Consultationswith respect to modifications of this Agreementshall be
enteredinto at the requestof the Governmentor of the United Nations. Any such
modification shall be by mutual consent;

(c) This Agreementshall be interpretedin the light of its primary purpose
to enablethe ECAFE fully andefficiently to dischargeits responsibilitiesand to

fulfill its objectives

(d) Wherever this Agreement imposes obligations on the appropriateThai
authorities, the ultimate responsibility for the fulfillment of suchobligations shall
rest with the Government

No. 3703



56 United Nations— Treaty Series 1957

(e) This Agreementandany supplementaryagreemententeredinto between
the Governmentandthe United Nationswithin the scopeof its termsof reference,
shall ceaseto be in force six monthsafter either of the ContractingPartiesshall
havegivennoticein writing to theotherof its decisionto terminatetheAgreement,
exceptas regardsthoseprovisionswhich may applyto the normalcessationof the
activities of the ECAFE in Thailand and the disposalof its property.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the respectiverepresentativeshavesignedthis Agree-
ment in duplicate in the English Languageon the 26th of May 1954.

For the Governmentof Thailand

WAN WAITIIAYAKON

Krommun NaradhipBongsprabandh

For the United Nations

Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

LETTER FROM THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THAILAND
TO THE SECRETARY-GENERALOF THE UNITED NATIONS

DELEGATION DR THAILANDE
1

26th May, 1954
Sir,

With referenceto the Agreementsigned today2betweenthe United Nations
and the Governmentof Thailand relating to the working site of the Economic
CommissionforAsia andthe FarEast,I havethe honourto confirm theagreement
reachedbetweenus as follows

1. With respectto the Annex3referredto in Section 1 (f) of the Agreement
which definesthe expression“working site”, it is understoodthat the Plan, two
copiesof which were initialled by the negotiatorsat the meetingheld in February
in Bangkok, representthe Annex for the presentpurposes.

2. With regardto the questionof immunity from nationalserviceobligations
andthe questionof the schools,as thesewere mattersleft for further discussion
by the representativesat the meetingsin Bangkok in February,it is understood
that the practicehitherto followedwill be continuedpendingagreement.

1 Delegationof Thailand.
~ Seep. 36 of this volume.
~ Seeinsertin apocketat theendof this volume.
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3. With regardto the supplyof information on foreign currency accounts,
the secretariatof ECAFE is prepared,as a matter of courtesy, to supply the
Governmentof Thailandwith informationon its foreigncurrencyaccountsfor statis-
ticalpurposes,it beingunderstoodthat theECAFEwill notreceivealessfavourable
treatmentthan the ForeignEmbassiesstationedin Bangkok.

Accept, Sir, the assurancesof my highestconsideration.

WAN WAITHAYAKON
Krommtin NaradhipBongsprabandh

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand

The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations
Palais des Nations
Geneva
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