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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTIONI

No. 4274. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE KINGDOM OF
BELGIUM AND THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHER-
LANDS AMENDING THE REGULATIONS SIGNED AT
ANTWERP ON 20 MAY 1843, CONCERNING PILOTAGE
AND JOINT SUPERVISIONON THE SCHELDT. SIGNED
AT BRUSSELS,ON 24 OCTOBER1957

His Majesty the King of the Belgiansand Her Majesty the Queen of the
Netherlands,recognizing the necessityof making certain new arrangements
concerning pilotage on the Scheldt and its estuary, have for this purpose
designatedas their plenipotentiaries:

His Majesty the King of the Belgians:
His ExcellencyMr. Victor Larock,Ministerof ForeignAffairs;

Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands:
His ExcellencyJonkheerE. Teixeirade Mattos,AmbassadorExtraordinary

andPlenipotentiaryof the Netherlandsat Brussels,

Who, having exchangedtheir full powers,found in good and due form,
haveagreedas follows

Article I

The Regulationson pilotage andjoint supervision,constitutingpart of the
Agreementof 20 May 1843 concludedbetweenBelgiumand the Netherlandsto
give effect to articles9 and10 of the Treaty of 19 April 1839 andto chapterII,
sections1, 2, 3 and4, of the Treaty of 5 November1842,areherebyamendedas
follows

A. Article 27 shall read as follows:

“If a mastertakesaboardmore than one pilot in order to ensuregreater
safetyin thepiloting of hisvessel,thepilotagechargedueundertheseRegulations
shallbe paidfor the servicesof eachof thepilots.

B. An article 28 bis shall be insertedafter article 28 and shall read as
follows:

1 Cameinto force on 1 March 1958, in accordancewith articleIV. Theexchangeof theinstru-
ments of ratification took placeat The Hagueon 27 December1957. This Conventionis not
applicableto theTerritoriesof theBelgianCongo andRuanda-Urundi~
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The commissionersentrustedwith joint supervision shall determine
thebuoysor pointsthat are to be regardedasouterbuoyswithin the meaningof
theseRegulations. They shall also indicatethe geographicalposition of such
buoys.

“The said commissionersshallensurethat this information is madeknown
to shipping.

“If the commissionersareunableto cometo an agreementon the matters
setout in the first paragraph,theposition of theouterbuoysshallbe determined
by commonagreementbetweenthe Governmentsof the two countries.“

C. Article 36 shall readas follows:

Subjectto the specialprovisionsof theseRegulationsin respectof scales,
the pilotage chargeshall be paid in accordancewith the scalesset out in the
annexto theseRegulations.

“The said scales,which are expressedin guilders, include a scaleof sea
pilotagecharges,hereinafterreferredto as scaleZ, anda scaleof inland-waters
pilotagecharges,hereinafterreferredto as scaleB.

Thesescalesare fixed on the basis of the vessel’s draft expressedin
decimetres. Fractionsof half a decimetreor less are disregardedwhile thoseof
morethan half are roundedoff to the next higherdecimetre.

“In scaleB, the distancescoveredin nautical miles, as listed in the annex
to theseRegulations,arealso takeninto account. A nauticalmile is understood
to be a mile comprising 1/60thof a degree(1,852metres).

“Scale Z shall apply to seawardof the Flushing roadstead;scale B shall
apply to landwardof said roadstead.

“The scalefor themost frequentpilotagerun in theinland watersis given
in the annexto theseRegulations.

To obtain the scalesfor pilotage chargesin Belgian currency,the scales
set outin theannexshallbeconvertedon thebasisof theaveragerateof exchange
of the Netherlandsguilder as officially quotedat Brussels,it being understood
that no adjustmentshallbe madein the amountsthus determinedin Belgian
francs unlessthe rate of exchangevariesby more than 1 1/2 per cent from the
rate on which the lastcomputationwasbased;the amountsthus obtainedshall
be roundedoff to thenext highertenif the unitsdigit is five or more,andto the
next lower ten if the units digit is less thanfive.

“The scalesfor pilotage chargesin Belgian currency,as amendedunder
the termsof the precedingparagraph,shallbe declaredin force by thepilotage
administrationsof the two countrieswithin five daysof the dateindicatedin the
tenth paragraph,item (c), of this article.

“The pilotage administrationsof the two countriesshall, by publishing a
schedule,ensurethat the new scalesin Belgian currency are madeknown to
shipping.

N~4214
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This scheduleshall in particularindicate:

(a) The dateon which the scaleswerefixed;

“(b) The time from which the pilotage chargesshall be levied according
to this schedulein Belgian currency;

“(c) The dateof the official quotationat Brusselsandtherate of exchange
on which this scheduleis based.

“In the event that more than one article of this chapter is applicable,
increasesand reductionsin the pilotage chargesbasedon the scalesset out in
the annex or on thoseobtainedby conversionshall be computedaccordingto
the sequenceof the articles in this chapter, it being understoodthat every
subsequentincreaseor reductionshallbe computedon the basisof the amount
already increasedor reduced.

“If, in the eventthat oneof the articlesof this chapteris applicable,the
amountof the pilotage chargesin Netherlandscurrencyincludesdecimals,this
amountshall be roundedoff to the next higherguilder if the decimalis .50 or
more,andto the nextlower guilderif it is less than.50; the amountsobtainedin
Belgian currencyshall be roundedoff as indicatedin the seventhparagraphof
this article.

“If two or more of the articles of this chapter are applicable, the
rounding-offprovidedfor in the precedingparagraphshallnot be effecteduntil
the last computationhas beencompleted.

D. An article 36 bis shall be insertedafter article 36 and shall read as
follows

Thepilotagechargecomputedon the basisof thescalesshall be increased
by 10 percentfor vesselswhich are in tow.

“The scalesfor vesselswhich are in tow shall continueto apply in cases
wherethe pilot, in order to carry out his duties,transfersto the towing vessel.

“ The 10 per cent increasein pilotagechargesshall not apply if towing is
employedonly at the beginningor endof a pilotagerun in enteringor leavinga
harbour,dock or roadstead. This provisionshall also applywhere,for reasons
which could not be foreseenat thebeginning of thepilotagerun, the assistance
of oneor more towingvesselshasto be soughtduring the run, or whereoneor
more towing vesselsescortthe vessel during the run in order to lend it any
necessaryassistance.

E. Article 37 shallreadas follows:

The draft shallbe notedby the pilot in the presenceof the masteror his
representative.

No. 4274
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The chargefor seapilotage and inland-waterspilotageshallbecomputed
on the basis of the draft in the port of arrival or departureor, in the caseof
vesselsboundfor Ghentor anotherport on the Belgiansectionof the Terneuzen
Canal,on the basisof the draft in the Terneuzenlock, provided that:

“(a) In the case of a vessel coming from the sea whose draft changes
beforeor during the inland-waterspilotagerun, the seapilotagechargeshallbe
computedon the basisof the greatestdraft during the seapilotagerun, andthe
inland-waters pilotage charge on the basis of the greatestdraft during the
inland-waterspilotage run;

“(b) In the caseof a vesselgoingout to seawhosedraft changesbeforethe
beginningof the seapilotagerun, theseapilotagechargeshallbe computedon
thebasisof thedraftmeasuredat thebeginningof that run,andtheinland-waters
pilotage charge on the basis of the greatest draft during the inland-waters
pilotage run.

“Any increasein draft resulting from unforeseendamage or accidents
occurringduring thepilotagerun shallbedisregardedin computingthepilotage
charge.”

F. Article 38 shall read as follows:

“If anchoris cast one or moretimes during a pilotagerun—off or within
the estuary,in the roadsteador in inland waters—andthe run is subsequently
resumed,the run shallnot be consideredto havebeenterminatedor interrupted
on conditionthatno goodsareloadedor unloadedandno passengersaretakenon
boardor put ashorewhile thevesselis lying at anchor.

G. Article 39 shall read as follows:

“If, upon arrival, a masteris unableto obtain a pilot before reachingthe
outer buoy but takes one on board after passingthat buoy, the chargefor
piloting thevesselin theestuaryshallbehalfthepilotagechargesetoutin scaleZ.

“If amasterdoesnot employthe servicesof apilot, eventhoughhecould
haveobtainedthem,he mustneverthelesspaythepilotage chargesset out in the
scales.

“If therewas no possibility of obtaining a pilot, no pilotage chargeneed
be paid.

H. Articles 41 and42 shall ceaseto haveeffect.

I. Article 43 shall readas follows:

“If apilot boat, by reasonof badweatheror othercircumstances,is unable
to put on boardoneor morevesselsthe pilots who are to pilot them butnever-
thelessprovidespilotageby travelling in front of them,the pilotage chargeset
out in scaleZ shallbe paidin respectof suchvessel.

N~4274
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“If oneor morevesselswith no pilot on boardarepiloted by anothervessel
aboard which a pilot is on duty, the pilotage charge for each of the first-
mentionedvesselsshallbe half thechargeset out in the scales.

J. Article 44 shallreadas follows:

“In the following casesthe masterof a vessel shall pay the following
additionalcharges:

1. If a pilot is requestedoutsidethe regularoffice hours: 15 guilders,
whetheror not the pilot is available.

“2. If a requestfor a pilot’s servicesis cancelled,or if apilot is obligedto
return without having renderedany services,either becausethe voyage is
postponedor becausethe vessel,insteadof waiting, leavesbeforethe pilot has
timeto comeaboard:15 guilders.

3. If, after the appointedtime for the pilot to be on boardbefore the
departureof the vessel,thereis a delay of morethantwo hours: 8 guildersfor
eachhour or fraction thereofafter the first two hours, up to a maximum of
50 guildersfor the first day anda maximumof 25 guildersfor eachtwelve-hour
periodor fractionthereofon eachof the following days. The sameshallapply
to the casewherethereis a changeof pilot during the pilotage run andthe run
is not resumedwithin two hours,andto any casewherethe vesselhalts for more
than two hours during the pilotage run.

Theforegoingprovisionshallnot apply if the halt results from:

(a) Local weatherconditions;

“(b) Lockageat Terneuzenor upon arrival at Antwerp;

“(c) The stateof the tide;

“(d) Defectsin the ship which ariseduring the pilotagerun.

“4. If, on completion of the pilotage run, the master,while the vesselis
in a roadsteador harbour,keepsapilot on boardso thathe maycontinueto avail
himself of thepilot’s assistanceor havethepilot performservicesconnectedwith
the safety of the ship: 8 guilders for eachhour or fraction thereof up to a
maximumof 50 guildersfor the first day anda maximumof 25 guildersfor each
twelve-hourperiodor fraction thereofon eachof the following days.

5. If a pilot is not put ashoreand the mastertakeshim along to sea,
whetheror notpilotageserviceis or canbe renderedduringsuchseavoyage:50
guildersfor eachday or fraction thereof,countingfrom thetime whenthevessel
leavesthe estuaryin questionto the time when the pilot returnsto his home
station.

6. If the master,wishing to takehis vesselto Belgium via the Scheldt
or theTerneuzenCanal, takesa pilot on boardin a port which is not situatedon
the Scheldt:50 guildersfor eachday or fractionthereof,countingfrom thetime

No, 4274
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whenthe pilot leaveshis homestationto thetime whenthe vesselhe is piloting
arrives at the place wherethe mastercould, undernormalcircumstances,have
takena pilot on board for the Scheldt estuary,whetheror not pilotageservice
wasor could havebeenrenderedduring the seavoyage.

7. If a pilot, asa result of being takenon boarda contaminatedvessel,
mustbe admittedto a placeof observationor a hospitalon land : 50 guildersfor
each day or fraction thereof, counting from the time of his admission, ir-
respectiveof the expensesresulting from such admission.

“Exemption from paymentof the additionalchargesprovidedfor in items
3 and5 maybe grantedif thevesselwashaltedorthepilot waskept on boardfor
reasonsattributableto either of thetwo pilotageadministrations.

“With regard to the conversion, adjustmentand rounding-off of the
amountsof additionalchargesin Belgian currency,the procedureprescribedin
article36 in respectof pilotagescalesshall apply.

Forthepurposesof this article, theterm’ day’ meansaperiodof twenty-

four hours, irrespectiveof when suchperiod begins.”

K. Four new articlesshall be insertedafter article 44 and shall read as
follows

“Article 44 bis. If the mastertakes a pilot along to sea andputs him
ashoreat a Netherlandsor Belgian port not situatedon the Scheldtor at some
other foreignport, the master—irrespectiveof the additional chargesprovided
for in article44, item5—shall, in accordancewith theregulationsof thepilotage
administrationto which the pilot belongs, reimbursethe travel and lodging
expensesincurred by the pilot in proceedingto his homestation from the port
where he wasput ashore.

“Article 44 ter. If themasterof a vessellying in a Netherlandsor Belgian
port not situatedon the Scheldt or in someother foreign port takesa pilot on
boardthereinsteadof doing sooff the Scheldtestuary,themaster—irrespective
of the additionalchargesprovidedfor in article44, item6—shall, in accordance
with the regulationsof the pilotage administrationto which the pilot belongs,
reimbursethetravel andlodging expensesincurredby thepilot in proceedingto
the vesselfrom his homestation.

“Article 44 quater. If special expensesare incurred in taking a pilot
on boardor putting him ashore,suchexpensesshall be paid by themasterof the
vessel concerned.

“Article 44 quinquies. If, during the time the pilot is on board, the
master, for any reasonwhatever, does not provide him with food (breakfast,
lunch or supper), the mastershall be obliged to pay a special charge. The
amount of suchchargeshallbe fixed in accordancewith the regulationsof the
pilotageadministrationto which thepilot belongs.”

N’ 4274
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L. Article 45 shall read as follows:

“If themastertakesa pilot on boardto seawardof the outerbuoy andputs
him ashorewithout going pastthat buoy, a quarterof thepilotagechargesetout
in scaleZ shallbepaid,irrespectiveof whetherthevesselis enteringor leaving.

M. Article 46 shall read as follows:

“If, before reachingthe outerbuoy on a pilotage run out to sea, a vessel
returnsto the roadsteador port of origin or to anotherBelgian or Netherlands
roadsteador port, thepilotagechargefor the distancecoveredin the seapilotage
run, both in leavingand in entering,shallbe the chargeset out in scaleZ, and
the pilotagechargefor the inland-waterspilotagerun shallbe the chargeset out
in scaleB in respectof the total distancecovered,expressedin nauticalmiles.

“If, as provided in the preceding paragraph,the vessel returns to a
Netherlandsport, the pilotage chargebasedon scale B shall be computedas
follows for the inland-waterspilotage run:

“To Terneuzen,as far as the lock or the harbour;
“To Hansweertor Flushing,as far as the roadsteadof eitherport.

“If, on the inland-waterspilotage run, or on the sea pilotage run to
landwardof theouterbuoy, a vesselis forced,asa result of badweather,dragging
of anchors,breakageof anchormachineryor otherunforeseeablecausesof a like
nature,to leaveits anchorageandmove to a saferone,and if the servicesof a
pilot areemployedin sucha case,the pilotagechargeshallbe paid on the basis
of scaleB accordingto the total distancecovered,expressedin nauticalmiles.

N. Article 47 shall read as follows:

“In theeventof floating ice, thepilotagechargecomputedon the basisof
the scalesshallbe increasedby one-half.

“ The term ‘ floating ice’ meansdrift or solid ice which, in the opinion of
the two pilotage administrations,is sufficient to be a serious impedimentto the
pilotage runs.

0. An article 47 bis shall be insertedafter article 47 and shall read as
follows

“If, in the opinion of the pilotage administrationconcerned,a vessel is
difficult to steer,the pilotage chargeset out in the scalesshallbe increasedby
one-half.”

P. Article 48 shall read as follows:

“The masteror commandingofficer, asthecasemaybe,of anyvesselof the
following typesshallnot be requiredto employ theservicesof a pilot:

1’. Vesselsin ballast with a draft of less than twenty-two decimetres;
2. Warships;

No. 4274
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“3. Yachtsandothervesselsbelongingto theRoyalNetherlandsNavy or
the Belgian NavalForces;

“4. Vesselsof the pilotage, buoying and beaconingservice of either
nation;

“5. Fishery inspection vessels belonging to either nation and revenue
cuttersof the customsandexciseserviceof eithernation;

“6. Rescuevessels,hospitalships andchurch ships;
7. Vesselsbelonging to either nation which are used exclusively for

training purposes;

8. Vesselsbelonging to sailing, rowing andyachtingclubs;

“9. Cableships,but only whenbeing employedassuch;

10. Tugboatsand salvagevessels which are constructedas such, on
conditionthat they do not carry goodsor passengers;

1 1. Vesselsused for fishing or shell-fishing or for carrying fresh or
saltedfish or shell-fish from the fishing grounds,on conditionthat such vessels
carry no othergoodsor passengers;

12. Inlandvessels,holdingcertificatesof registry,which arenotproceed-
ing out to seaor returningfrom a seavoyage;

“13. Vesselsequippedfor dredging or for carrying dredging materials,
sandor thelike, but only when beingusedfor thosepurposes;

14. Vessels in special circumstancesto be determined by mutual

agreementbetweenthe commissionersof the two Governments.

Q. Two new articlesshall be insertedafter article 48 and shall read as
follows

“Article 48 bis. A master or commanding officer who, under the
precedingarticle, is exemptfrom the obligation to employ theservicesof apilot
shall not be requiredto pay pilotage charges.

“If he makesuseof suchserviceseventhoughnotobliged to do so, he shall
be requiredto pay pilotage chargesand, where applicable,the additional and
specialchargesprescribedby articles44 to 44 quinquiesinclusive.

“Article 48 ter. The masteror commandingofficer of any vesselof the
following typesshall, evenif he employsthe servicesof a pilot, beexemptfrom
thepaymentof pilotagechargesand,whereapplicable,of the additionalcharges
prescribedby article44:

1. Warshipsbelongingto either nation;

“2. The vesselsreferredto in items3, 4 and7 of article48;
“3. Vesselsin special circumstancesto be determinedby mutual agree-

ment betweenthe commissionersof thetwo Governments.“

R. Article 49 shall ceaseto haveeffect.

N°4274
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S. Article 50 shall read as follows:

“Pilotage chargesand the additional and special chargespayableunder
theseRegulationsshallbepaid by amasterto oneof thecollectorsdesignatedfor
thatpurpose,suchpaymentsto be madewithin onemonthof the dateon which
they becomeduebut in anycasebeforethe vesselnext putsto seaor departsfor a
foreign country, unless,to the satisfactionof the collector,security is deposited
from which the pilotage chargesandthe additionalandspecialchargesaforesaid
canbe recovered.

“ The masterof a vesselputting to seaor departingfor a foreign country
shall in every casepost security for the amount to be paid in respectof the
outwardjourney.

“The customsand exciseserviceshall not issuea releaseto the masteror
clearthe vessel outwardsexceptupon production of a certificateshowing that
paymenthasbeenmadeor securitypostedor of a statementsignedby the col-
lectorof pilotagechargescertifyingthat all pilotageandotherchargeshavebeen
paid. Thesecertificatesandstatementsshallbe suppliedfree of charge.”

T. Article 51 shall read as follows:

Claims concerningpilotage and other chargeswhich allegedly were not
paid or were improperly collectedshall belimited to a periodof five yearsfrom
the dateon which suchchargeswere dueor regardedasdue.

Article II

The Agreementof 19 September1863 concludedbetweenBelgium and
theNetherlandsfor the reductionof pilotagechargeson the Scheldtshall cease
to haveeffect.

Article III

The scaleannexedto the Regulationsreferredto in article I shall ceaseto
have effect and shall be supersededby the scale annexedto the present
Agreement.1

Article IV

ThisAgreementshallbe ratified, andtheinstrumentsof ratificationshallbe
exchangedat The Haguewith all possibledispatch.

After the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification, the Agreementshall
enterinto force on a dateto be fixed by the commissionersentrustedwith joint
supervisionand shall remain in force until the expiry of six monthsfrom the
dateon which noticeof terminationis given by eitherContractingParty.

1 Seep. 228 of this volume.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the respective plenipotentiarieshave signed the
presentAgreementandhavetheretoaffixed their seals.

DONE in duplicateat Brusselson 24 October1957,in the FrenchandDutch
languages,both textsbeing equallyauthentic.

For the Kingdom For the Kingdom
of Belgium: of the Netherlands:

(Signed)V. LAROCK (Signed)E. TEIXEIRA DE MATTOS

N’ 4274
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ANNEXE BIJLAGE ANNEX

T~imtsDES DROITS DE PILOTAGE ~oui~ TARIEvEN DER LOODSGELDEN VOOR DE ScALES OF PILOTAGE CHARGES FOR THE

L’ESCAUT ET SES EMBOUCHURES EN SCHELDE EN HAAR MONDINGEN IN SCHELDT AND ITS ESTUARY IN NETHER-

MONNAIE DES PAYS-BAS NERRLANDSE MUNT LANDS CURRENCY

[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

1. Tarif desdroits de piotage: 1. Loodsgeldtarieven : 1. Scaleof pilotage charges
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Application du tarif B pour desdistances
égalesou supérieuresa 62 milles mat-ins:
de62 a moins de70miles marina:

tarif colonne9 + 1 x tarif colonne 3.
de 70 a momsde78 miles marins:

tarif colonne9 + 2 x tarif colonne 3.
et ainsi de suite, étant entendu que pour
chaque augmentationde 8 miles marina
le dernier tat-if sera toujours augment

6

d’une fois le tarif de Ia colonne3.

2. Tarif pourIa coursedepilotageIa plus
fréquentedansleseauxmaritimesintérieures:

Flessingue-Anversou vice versa: tarif
colonne8.

3. Pour lea bâtiments en provenance
d’Anvers et a destinationde Flessingue,de
Hansweertoud’unportnéerlandaisducanal
de Terneuzenou vice versa, ii est fait
application des tarifs suivants:
10 Anvers-radede Flessingue,tat-if colonne

8;
20 Anvers-radede Hansweert,tarif colonne

6;
~ 30 Anvers-Terneuzen,tat-if colonne 7;
~ 4°Anvers-Sluiskil, tarif colonne7;

50 Anvers-Sasde Gand, tarif colonne 8.

ToepassingvanhetB-tarief voorafstanden
van 62 zeemijiof meer:
van 62 tot minder dan70 zeemijl:

tariefkolom9 + 1 x tariefkolom 3.
van 70 tot minder dan 78 zeemijl:

tarief kolorn 9 + 2 x tarief kolom 3.
en zo vervolgens, met dien verstandedat
voor elke toeneming van 8 zeemijl ook
telkenmale betlaatstgenoemdetarief wordt
vermeerderd met eenmaal hot tarief van
kolom 3.

2. Tarief voor de meest voorkomende
binnenloodsreis:

Vlissingen-Antwerpenofomgekeerd: tarief
kolom 8.
3. Voor schepenkomendevanAntwerpen

met bestemmingVlissingen, Hansweertof
van eenvan deNederlandsehavensaanhet
kanaalvanTerneuzenof omgekeerd,worden
devolgendetarievenberekend:
10 Antwerpen-redevan Vlissingen, tarief

kolom 8;
2°Antwerpen-redevan Hansweert, tarief

kolom 6;
30 Antwerpen-Terneuzen,tarief kolom 7;
40 Antwerpen-Sluiskil, tarief kolom 7;
50 Antwerpen-SasvanGent, tariefkolom 8.

Application of scale B for distancesof
62 nautical miles or more:
From 62 to less than 70 nautical miles:

Scale column9 + 1 x scalecolumn 3;
From 70 to less than 78 nautical miles:

Scalecolumn 9 + 2 x scalecolumn 3;
And so on, it being understoodthat for
each increaseof 8 nautical miles the last
precedingscale shall always be increased
by the amount of the scale in column 3.

2. Scale for the most frequentpilotage
run in inland waters:

Flushing to Antwerp or vice versa:
scale column 8.
3. In the case of vessels proceeding

from Antwerp to Flushing, Hansweert or
a Netherlands port on the Temeuzen
Canal, or in the opposite direction, the
following scalesshall apply:
(1) Antwerp-Flushing roadstead, scale

column 8;
(2) Antwerp-Hansweert roadstead, scale

column 6;
(3) Antwerp-Terneuzen,scale column 7;
(4) Antwerp-Sluiskil, scalecolumn 7;
(5) Antwerp-Sasvan Gent, scalecolumn8.
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