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No. 4294. AGREEMENT1 FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUB-
LIC OF CUBA CONCERNING CIVIL USES OF ATOMIC
ENERGY. SIGNEDAT WASHINGTON, ON 26 JUNE 1956

Whereasthepeacefulusesof atomicenergyholdgreatpromiseforall mankind;
and

WhereastheGovernmentof theUnited Statesof AmericaandtheGovernment
of the Republicof Cubadesireto cooperatewith eachother in the development
of suchpeacefulusesof atomicenergy;and

Whereasthe design and developmentof several types of researchreactors
arewell advanced;and

Whereasresearchreactorsareuseful in the productionof researchquantities
of radioisotopes,in medical therapy and in numerousother researchactivities
andat the sametime are a meansof affordingvaluabletraining andexperiencein
nuclearscienceandengineeringuseful in the developmentof other peacefuluses
of atomic energyincludingcivilian nuclearpower; and

Whereasthe Governmentof the Republicof Cubadesiresto pursuearesearch
and developmentprogram looking toward the realization of the peacefuland
humanitarianuses of atomic energy,for which purpose,by DecreeNo. 177 of
June22, 1955, it hascreatedthe NuclearEnergyCommissionof Cuba,andfurther
desiresto obtain assistancefrom the Governmentof the United Statesof America
andUnited Statesindustry in connectionwith this program;and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof America,actingthroughthe
United StatesAtomic Energy Commission,desiresto assist the Governmentof
the Republicof Chinain sucha program;

The Partiesagreeas follows

Article I

For the purposesof this Agreement

(a) “Commission” meansthe United StatesAtomic Energy Commissionor
its duly authorizedrepresentatives.

1 Cameinto force on 10 October1957, the dayon whicheachGovernmentreceivedfrom the
other Governmentwritten notificationthat it had compliedwith all statutory andconstitutional
requirementsfor theentry into force of the Agreement,in accordancewith articleXI.
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(b) “Equipmentanddevices”meansany instrumentor apparatusandincludes
researchreactors,as definedherein,andtheir componentparts.

(c) “Researchreactor” meansa reactorwhich is designedfor the production
of neutronsand otherradiationsfor generalresearchanddevelopmentpurposes,
medical therapy,or training in nuclearscienceand engineering. The term does
not cover power reactors, power demonstrationreactors, or reactors designed
primarily for the productionof specialnuclearmaterials.

(d) The terms “Restricted Data,” “atomic weapon,” and “special nuclear
material” are used in this Agreementas defined in the United StatesAtomic
EnergyAct of 1954.

Article II

RestrictedData shall not be communicatedunder this Agreement,and no
materialsor equipmentand devicesshall be transferredandno servicesshall be
furnished under this Agreementto the Governmentof the Republic of Cubaor
authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction if the transferof any such materialsor
equipmentanddevicesor the furnishingof anysuchservicesinvolvesthe commun-
ication of RestrictedData.

Article III

1. Subject to the provisionsof Article II, the Partiesheretowill exchange
information in the following fields

(a) Design, construction,and operationof researchreactorsand their use
as research,development,andengineeringtools and in medicaltherapy.

(b) Health andsafetyproblemsrelatedto the operationanduse of research
reactors.

(c) The useof radioactiveisotopesin physicalandbiological research,medical
therapy,agriculture,andindustry.

2. Theapplicationor useof any information or dataof anykind whatsoever,
including design drawings and specifications,exchangedunder this Agreement
shall be the responsibilityof the Party which receivesandusessuchinformation
or data, andit is understoodthat the other cooperatingParty doesnot warrant
the accuracy,completeness,or suitability of such information or data for any
particularuse or application.

Article IV

1. The Commissionwill leaseto the Governmentof the Republic of Cuba
uraniumenrichedin theisotopeU-235,subjectto thetermsandconditionsprovided
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herein, as may be requiredas initial and replacementfuel in the operationof
researchreactorswhich the Governmentof the Republicof Cuba, in consultation
with the Commission,decidesto constructand as requiredin agreedexperiments
relatedthereto. Also, theCommissionwill leaseto theGovernmentof the Republic
of Cubauraniumenrichedin theisotopeU-235, subjectto thetermsandconditions
providedherein,as maybe requiredasinitial andreplacementfuel in the operation
of such research reactors as the Government of the Republic of Cuba may, in
consultationwith the Commission, decide to authorize private individuals or
private organizationsunder its jurisdiction to constructand operate,provided
the Governmentof the Republic of Cuba shall at all times maintain sufficient
control of the materialandthe operationof the reactorto enablethe Government
of the Republicof Cubato comply with the provisionsof this Agreementandthe
applicableprovisionsof theleasearrangement.

2. The quantityof uraniumenrichedin the isotopeU-235transferredby the
CommissionunderthisArticleandinthecustodyof theGovernmentof the Republic
of Cubashallnot at any time be in excessof six (6) kilograms of containedU-235
in uranium enrichedup to a maximum of twenty percent (20 %) U-235, plus
such additional quantity as, in the opinion of the Commission, is necessaryto
permit the efficient and continuousoperationof the reactor or reactorswhile
replacedfuel elementsare radioactivelycooling in the Republicof Cubaor while
fuel elementsare in transit, it beingthe intent of the Commissionto makepossible
the maximumusefulnessof the six (6) kilogramsof said material.

3. When any fuel elementscontaining U-235 leasedby the Commission
require replacement,they shall be returnedto the Commissionand, except as
may be agreed,the form andcontentof the irradiatedfuel elementsshallnot be
altered after their removal from the reactorand prior to delivery to the Com-
mission.

4. The leaseof uranium enrichedin the isotopeU-235 under this Article
shallbe at suchchargesandon suchtermsandconditionswith respectto shipment
anddeliveryas maybemutuallyagreedandundertheconditionsstatedin Articles
VIII andIX

Article V

Materialsin connectionwith definedresearchprojectsrelatedto the peaceful
uses of atomic energy undertakenby the Republic of Cuba, including source
materials, special nuclear materials, byproduct materials, other radioisotopes,
andstableisotopes,will be sold or otherwisetransferredto the Republicof Cuba
by the Commissionfor researchpurposesin suchquantitiesandundersuchterms
and conditionsas may be agreedwhensuch materialsare not availablecommer-
cially. In no case,however,shallthe quantityof specialnuclearmaterialsunder
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the jurisdiction of the Republic of Cuba,by reasonof transferunder this Article,
be, at any one time, in excessof 100 grams of containedU-235, 10 grams of
plutonium, and 10 gramsof U-233.

Article VI

Subject to the availability of supply and as may be mutually agreed,the
Commissionwill sell or lease,through suchmeansas it deemsappropriate,to the
Governmentof the Republicof Cubaor authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction
suchreactormaterials,other thanspecialnuclearmaterials,as arenot obtainable
on thecommercialmarketandwhicharerequiredin theconstructionandoperation
of researchreactorsin the Republicof Cuba. Thesale or leaseof thesematerials
shallbe on suchtermsas may beagreed.

Article VII

It is contemplatedthat, as providedin this Article, privateindividuals and
private organizationsin either the United Statesor the Republic of Cuba may
deal directly with private individuals and private organizationsin the other
country. Accordingly, with respectto the subjectsof agreedexchangeof infor-
mationasprovidedin Article III, theGovernmentof the United Stateswill permit
personsunderits jurisdiction to transferandexportmaterials,includingequipment
anddevices,to andperformservicesfor the Governmentof the Republic of Cuba
andsuchpersonsunder its jurisdiction as are authorizedby the Governmentof
theRepublicof Cubato receiveandpossesssuchmaterialsandutilizesuchservices,
subjectto

(a) The provisionsof Article II.

(b) Applicablelaws, regulationsand licenserequirementsof the Government
of the United Statesandthe Governmentof the Republicof Cuba.

Article VIII

1. The Governmentof the Republic of Cubaagreesto maintain such sale-
guardsasarenecessaryto assurethat the specialnuclearmaterialsreceivedfrom
the Commissionshall be usedsolely for the purposesagreedin accordancewith
this Agreementandto assurethe safekeepingof this material.

2. The Governmentof the Republic of Cubaagreesto maintainsuch safe-
guardsasarenecessaryto assurethatall otherreactormaterials,includingequip-
ment and devices,purchasedin the United Statesunder this Agreementby the
Governmentof the Republicof Cubaor authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction
shall be usedsolely for the design,construction,andoperationof researchreactors
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which the Governmentof the Republic of Cubadecidesto constructandoperate
and for researchin connectiontherewith, except as may otherwisebe agreed.

3. In regardto researchreactorsconstructedpursuantto this Agreement,
the Governmentof the Republic of Cuba agreesto maintain records relating to
power levels of operation andburnupof reactorfuels andto makeannualreports
to the Commissionon thesesubjects. If theCommissionrequests,the Government
of the Republic of Cuba will permit Commissionrepresentativesto observefrom
time to time the condition and use of any leasedmaterial and to observe the
performanceof the reactorin which the materialis used.

4. Some atomic energy materialswhich the Governmentof the Republic
of Cubamay requestthe Commissionto provide in accordancewith this arrange-
ment are harmful to personsand property unlesshandledand used carefully.
After deliveryof such materialsto the Governmentof the Republicof Cuba, the
Governmentof the Republicof Cubashallbear all responsibility,in so far as the
Governmentof the United Statesis concerned,for the safe handlingand use of
such materials. With respect to any specialnuclearmaterialsor fuel elements
which theCommissionmay,pursuantto this Agreement,leaseto the Government
of the Republicof Cubaor to anyprivateindividual or private organizationunder
its jurisdiction, the Governmentof the Republic of Cuba shall indemnify and
saveharmlessthe Governmentof the United Statesagainstany and all liability
(including third party liability) from any causewhatsoeverarising out of the
productionor fabrication, the ownership,the lease,and the possessionand use
of suchspecialnuclearmaterialsor fuel elementsafter deliveryby the Commission
to the Governmentof the Republicof Cubaor to anyauthorizedprivateindividual
or private organizationunderits jurisdiction.

Article IX

The Governmentof the Republicof Cubaguaranteesthat

(a) Safeguardsprovidedin Article VIII shallbe maintained.

(b) No material, including equipmentand devices, transferredto the Gov-
ernmentof the Republic of Cuba or authorizedpersonsunder its jurisdiction,
pursuantto this Agreement,by lease,sale, or otherwisewill be usedfor atomic
weaponsor for researchon or developmentof atomic weaponsor for any other
military purposes,and that no such material, including equipmentand devices,
will be transferredto unauthorizedpersonsor beyond the jurisdiction of the
Governmentof the Republicof Cubaexceptas the Commissionmay agreeto such
transferto anothernation andthenonly if in the opinion of the Commissionsuch
transferfalls within the scopeof an agreementfor cooperationbetweenthe United
Statesandthe othernation.
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Article X

It is the hope and expectationof the Partiesthat this initial Agreement for
Cooperationwill lead to considerationof further cooperationextending to the
design, construction,and operationof power producing reactors. Accordingly,
the Partieswill consultwith eachotherfrom timeto timeconcerningthefeasibility
of an additionalagreementfor cooperationwith respectto theproductionof power
from atomicenergyin the Republicof Cuba.

Article XI

1. This Agreementshallenterinto force on the day on which eachGovern-
ment shall receive from the other Governmentwritten notification that it has
complied with all statutory and constitutionalrequirementsfor the entry into
force of suchAgreementandshall remainin force for aperiodof five years.

2. At the expiration of this Agreement or of any extensionthereof the
Governmentof the Republic of Cubashall deliver to the United Statesall fuel
elementscontaining reactorfuels leasedby the Commissionand any other fuel
materialsleasedby the Commission. Suchfuel elementsandsuchfuel materials
shall be deliveredto the Commissionat a site in the United Statesdesignatedby
the Commissionat the expenseof the Governmentof the Republic of Cuba and
suchdeliveryshallbe madeunderappropriatesafeguardsagainstradiationhazards
while in transit.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Partiesheretohavecausedthis Agreementto be
executedpursuantto duly constitutedauthority.

DONE at Washington,in duplicate, in the English and Spanishlanguages,
this twenty-sixthdayof June,1956.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America

HenryF. HOLLAND

Lewis L. STRAUSS

For the Governmentof the RepublicofCuba

Miguel ANGEL CAMPA
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