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No. 4311. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING’ BE-
TWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
ITALY REGARDING WAR DAMAGE CLAIMS. SIGNED
AT ROME, ON 29 MARCH 1957

With referenceto Articles 78 and83 of the Treaty of Peacewith Italy’ the
Governmentof the United Statesof Americaandthe Governmentof Italy have
enteredinto the following understandingin order to achievesettlementand
paymentof all American war damageclaims againstItaly within oneyear.

1. The claims to be settled by the new procedureestablishedby this
Memorandumshallbethosedescribedin thespeciallist initialled by theAmerican
Embassyin Romeandthe Italian Ministry of the TreasuryanddatedMarch4,
1957.’ Said list includesthe following claims submittedthroughthe American
Embassyin Romeor directly to the Governmentof Italy:

(a) the claimsin whichthe Governmentof Italy hasnotnotified the claimant
of an offer or of a rejection;

(b) the claims in which the offer by the Governmentof Italy hasnot been
acceptedby the claimant;and

(c) other claims whose inclusion in this Memorandumhas been agreed
upon by thetwo Governments.

2. For the purposeof settling all of the claims included in the above
mentionedspecial list the Governmentof Italy agreesto pay the sum of nine
hundredand fifty million lire (950,000,000lire), within threemonthsfrom the
coming into force of this Memorandumto the Italian-United StatesConciliation
Commission, an autonomous international body, established pursuant to
Article 83 of the Treaty of Peace. This sum is to be definitively paid by the
Italian Governmentinto a special bank account which will be openedin the
nameof the Joint Secretariatof the Italian-United StatesConciliation Com-
mission. If the total of the awardsmadeto the claimantsunderthe newproce-
dureshallbemorethanor lessthanthesumstatedin this paragraphanagreement
shallbemadebetweenthetwo Governmentsfor the adjustmentof thedifference.

1
Cameinto forceon 22 October1957, the dateon which thetwo Governmentsnotified each

otherthat theformalitiesrequiredby their respectivelawsfor theentry into forceoftheMemoran-
dwn of Understandinghadbeencompliedwith, in accordancewith paragraph10.
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3. The United StatesAgent and the Italian Agent shall jointly makea
recommendationof the amountto be paid in eachclaim. This shall be done
in a prompt, equitablemannerusing the criteria derivedfrom experiencein
settling claims up to now, the evidencepresentedby the claimants,and, if
available,findings of investigationspreviously made by the Italian authorities
and information which may be obtainedby the two Agents. The Government
of Italy shall makeavailableto the two Agentsthe information it hasgathered
in eachclaim, and,on the requestof thetwo Agents,it shallundertakefurther
investigationsin particular claims. The Italian Agent shall immediately com-
municate eachrecommendationto the Italian Ministry of the Treasury. If
a substantiveobjection is notreceivedby him within 15 daysthereafter,it shall
be presumedthat the Ministry of the Treasuryapprovesthe recommendation.

4. The UnitedStatesAgentshallinform eachclaimantof therecommenda-
tion in hisclaim andasktheclaimantto submitanacceptanceor arejectionwithin
30 days.

5. The two Agents,after the expiration of the 30 days shall submit their
recommendationin eachclaim to the Italian-United StatesConciliation Com-
mission,informing it of the claimant’sacceptanceor rejectionor failureto reply.
In eachclaim in which the Agents’ recommendationhas beenacceptedby the
claimant,the Commissionshallmakean awardon the basisof the recommenda-
tion andthe acceptance. In eachclaim in which the Agents’ recommendation
has beenrejectedor unacceptedby the claimant,or in which the Agents have
disagreed,the Commissionshall makesuch award as it may deemappropriate
after giving the claim dueconsideration.

6. The Joint Secretariatof the Italian-United StatesConciliation Com-
missionshallpayeachawardwithin 60daysby a checkdrawnon thebankaccount
referredto in paragraph2 of this Memorandum.

7. The Governmentof Italy shallnot be obligatedto acceptfrom United
Statesnationalsany additional claims under Article 78 of the Treaty of Peace
subsequentto June28, 1957. The Governmentof Italy shall settleeachclaim
presentedto it by a United StatesnationalunderArticle 78 which hasnot been
included in this Memorandumwithin one year from the presentationof the
duly documentedclaim.

8. The claims not includedwithin this Memorandumshallbe settled by
the procedureusedheretofore.

9. The Governmentof Italy shall continueto pay its shareof theexpenses
of the UnitedStatesAgent’s office asheretofore.
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10. This Memorandumof Understandingshall enter into force as soon
as the two Governmentshavenotified eachother that the formalities required
by their respectivelaws havebeencompliedwith.

DONE in duplicateat Romethis 29th day of March, 1957, in the English
andItalian languages,bothtextsbeing equallyauthoritative.

For the Government For the Government
of the United States of America: of Italy:

J. D. ZELLERBACH Vittorio BADINI
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