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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 4352. CONSULAR CONVENTION1 BETWEEN THE
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS AND THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA. SIGNED AT SO-
FIA, ON 12 DECEMBER 1957

The Presidiumof the SupremeSoviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics,on the onehand,andthe Presidiumof the NationalAssemblyof the
People’sRepublicof Bulgaria, on the otherhand,

Being desirousof determiningand regulating consularrelations between
the two States,

Have resolved to concludea Consular Convention and have appointed
as their plenipotentiariesfor this purpose

The Presidiumof the SupremeSoviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics: Mr. Y. K. Prikhodov,AmbassadorExtraordinaryandPlenipotentiary
of the Union of Soviet SocialistRepublicsto the People’sRepublicof Bulgaria,

The Presidium of the National Assembly of the People’s Republic of
Bulgaria: Mr. Zhivko Zhivkov, First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the People’sRepublicof Bulgaria,

Who, having exchangedtheir full powers, found in good anddue form,
haveagreedas follows:

ESTABLISHMENT OF CONSULATES, APPOINTMENT AND ACCEPTANCE OF CONSULS,

CONSULAR STAFF

Article 1

1. Either ContractingParty shallbe entitled to establishconsulatesin the
territory of the other ContractingParty in accordancewith this Convention.

2. The placesof residenceandthe districtsof consulsshallbe determined
by agreementbetweenthePartiesin eachindividual case.

Article 2

Before a consul is appointedthe sendingStateshall obtain, through the
diplomaticchannel,the consentof theother ContractingParty to suchappoint-
ment.

1 Cameinto force on 28 March 1958, the date of theexchangeof theinstrumentaof ratification
at Moscow, in accordancewith article 24.
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Article 3
1. The diplomatic mission of the sendingcountry shall presentto the

Ministry of ForeignAffairs of the receiving country the consularcommission
settingforth the consul’scitizenship,rank, surnameandfirst name,theconsular
districtdeterminedfor him andhis placeof residence.

2. A consul may not enterupon his dutiesuntil the Governmentof the
receivingcountry hasrecognizedhim in that capacity. The said recognition
shallbegrantedin theform of anexequaturafterthepresentationof theconsular
commission.

3. After the consulhas beenrecognized,the authoritiesof the receiving
country shall make the necessaryarrangementsto enable him to perform his
dutiesandto enjoy the exemptionsandprivilegesto which he is entitled under
this Conventionandunderthe laws of the receivingcountry.

Article 4

1. In theeventof theconsul’sabsence,illnessor death,thesendingcountry
may authorizean officer of its diplomatic mission or an officer of the consular
servicestationedat the consulatein questionor at anotherconsulateto take
temporarychargeof the consulate;the officer’s nameshall be communicated
beforehandto the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the receiving country.

2. A personauthorized to take temporarychargeof a consulateshall
enjoythe rights andprivilegesaccordedto consulsby this Convention.

Article 5
1. For the purposesof this Convention, the term “consulate” means

a consulate-general,consulate,vice-consulateor consularagency,and the term
“consul” meansa consul-general,consul,vice-consulor consularagent.

2. The term “consular staff” meansthe consul, consularofficers and
consularemployees.

3. The term “consular officer” meansthe consulatesecretaries,advisers
andtrainees.

4. The term “consularemployees”meanschief clerks, translators,short-
hand-typists,typists,bookkeepers,housekeepers,etc.

RIGHTS, EXEMPTIONS AND PRIVILEGES OF CONSULS,CONSULAROFFICERS AND CONSULAR

EMPLOYEES

Article 6
The consuls,consularofficers andconsularemployeesof the Contracting

Partieswho arecitizensof the sendingcountryshallnot be subjectto the juris-
diction of the receiving State in respectof the performanceof their official
duties.

No. 4352
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Article 7

Consulsshallbe entitled to affix to consulatebuildings shieldsbearingthe
coat-of-armsof their country and the designationof the consulate,and to
fly flags of the sendingcountryat the said buildings and on the vehiclesused
by them (motor vehicles, launches,etc.).

Article 8

Consuls,consularofficers and consularemployeesand their spousesand
minor childrenwho arenationalsof the sendingcountryshall be exempt from
all forms of personalserviceanddirect taxesimposedupon citizens of the re-
ceivingcountry.

Article 9

Immovablepropertyof thesendingcountrywhich is usedfor thepurposes
of consularpremisesor of living quartersfor consulsandothermembersof the
consularstaffshallbe exemptfrom all direct taxes.

Article 10

Subject to reciprocity, consuls,consularofficers and consularemployees
who are citizens of the sendingcountry shall be grantedthe sameexemptions
with regardto customsduties as membersof diplomatic missions.

Article 11

Theprovisionsof article 10 aboveshallapply also to the spousesof consuls
andto their minor childrenwho residewith them.

Article 12

1. Consulsandothermembersof consulatestaffs may be requiredby the
judicial authorities to give evidencebefore the judicial organsof the receiving
country.

2. If consulsor othermembersof the consularstaffshouldbe prevented,
by reasonof their official duties or of illness, from appearingbefore thejudicial
organs,they shall makea depositionat the consulateor at their residence,or,
if permittedto do so by the laws of the receivingcountry, they shall makea
depositionin writing.

3. Consulsandconsularofficers may refuseto makea depositionconcern-
ing mattersconnectedwith their official duties.
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Article 13

1. The official correspondenceof consuls shall be inviolable and shall
not be subjectto examination. This shallapply alsoto telegraphiccommunica-
tions.

2. The offices of consulatesshall be inviolable. The authoritiesof the
receivingcountryshallnot useforce, in any form whatsoever,in the offices or
in the personalliving quartersof consuls.

3. Consulararchivesshall be inviolable in all circumstances. Personal
papersshallnot be kept in consulararchives.

4. In their communicationswith the authoritiesof the sendingcountry,
consulsshall be entitled to usecodesand to usethe servicesof a diplomatic
courier. Consulsshallbechargedatthesameratesasdiplomatic representatives
for the useof ordinarymeansof communications.

FUNCTIONS OF CONSULS

Article 14

1. Consulsshallbe entitled, within their consulardistrict, to protectthe
rights and interestsof their Stateandof the citizens andlegal personsof the
sendingState.

2. In the performanceof their duties,consulsmayapply to theauthorities
of their consulardistrict and may make representationsto them concerning
violations of the rights and interestsof their Stateor of citizensor legal persons
of the sendingcountry.

Article 15

Consulsshall be entitled to representin courtand beforeotherauthorities
of the receivingcountrycitizensandlegal personsof the sendingcountry who,
owingto absenceor someothercause,areunableto protecttheir own rightsand
interestswithin theappropriatetime-limits. Suchrepresentationshall continue
until the personsrepresentedappoint their own agentsor themselvesassume
the protectionof their rights and interests.

Article 16

1. Consulsshallbe entitled to keepa registerof citizensof their country,
and to issue or renew their passportsand other identity documents,and to
carry on any otheractivity connectedwith the registration of citizens of the
sendingcountryandthe delivery of documentsto them.

2. Consuls shall issue the necessaryvisas to their own and to foreign
citizensandto statelesspersons.

No. 4~2
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3. Consuls shall, where authorizedto do so by the laws of the sending
country, be entitledto issuecertificatesof thebirth and deathof citizensof their
countryandto registermarriageswhereboth partiesto the marriageare citizens
of the sending country.

The provisionsof paragraph3 of thearticleshallapplyalso to the registra-
tion of thedissolutionof marriages.

The foregoingshall not, however,exemptthe personsconcernedfrom the
obligation to make the appropriatedeclarationsor to effect the appropriate
registrationas requiredby thelocal laws.

Article 17

Consulsshallbe entitled to carry on the following activities at consulates,
at their residences,at the residencesof citizensof their country andon board
vesselssailing under that country’s flag:

(a) To receiveandcertify declarationsfrom citizens of the sendingcountry,

(b) To drawup, attestandacceptfor safekeepingthe wills and otheruni-
lateral instrumentsand declarationsof citizens of the sendingcountry and to
acceptfor safekeepingthe property and documentsof such citizens;

(c) To draw up or certify agreementsconcludedbetweencitizens of the
sendingcountry, providedthat suchagreementsarenot contraryto the laws of
the receiving country, A consul may not draw up or certify any agreement
concerningthe establishmentor alienation of propertyrights in buildings and
land situatedin the receivingcountry;

(d) To draw up or certify agreementsbetween citizens of the sending
country and citizens of the receiving country provided that such agreements
relate exclusively to interestssituated in the territory of the State which the
consul representsor to transactionsto be carried out in the territory of that
State, and provided that such agreementsare not contrary to the laws either
of thesendingcountryor of the receivingcountry;

(e) To certify the signatureson documentsof all kinds, of citizens of the
country which the consul represents;to legalize documents issued by the
authoritiesor officials of the sendingcountryor the receiving country, and to
certify copiesof such documents;

(f) To certify translations of documentsissued by the authorities and
officials of the sendingcountry or the receivingcountry;

(g) To accept for safekeepingmoney and valuablesfrom citizens of the
sendingcountryor intendedfor suchcitizens;

(h) To perform such otheracts as may be requiredof them, providedthat
suchacts arenot contraryto the laws of the receivingcountry.
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Article 18

The documentsreferredto in article 17 above,copiesor translationsthereof
or extractstherefromwhich havebeendrawnup or certified by a consulshall be
regardedin the receivingcountryasdocuments,copies,translationsandextracts
having the samelegal significanceand validity as evidenceas if they had been
drawn up, translatedor certified by the competentauthoritiesand institutions
of the receivingcountry.

Article 19

1. A consulmay appoint trusteesand guardiansfor citizensof thesending
country. Heshallbeentitledto supervisethe activitiesof trusteesandguardians.

2. If a consul learnsthat the propertyof a citizenof the sendingcountry
is without an administrator,he may appointa trustee.

A consul may not perform the functions referredto in this article unless
he is authorizedto do soby the laws of the sendingcountry.

Article 20

1. A consulmay,personallyor throughhis agents,extendevery assistance
andco-operationto merchantvesselsandwarshipswhich sailunderhis country’s
flag andwhich entera port in his consulardistrict.

2. If the authorities of the receiving country intend to carry out any
measuresof constraint on boardmerchantvesselsof the sendingcountry, the
appropriateconsul shallbe notified in advancesothat he may be presentwhen
the said measuresare carriedout. This provision shallnot apply to customs,
passportandhealthcontrol of the vessel,crew andpassengers.

Article 21

If a vesselsailing underthe flag of oneof the ContractingPartiesis wrecked,
runs agroundor is strandedon the coastof the other ContractingParty, or is
otherwise damaged, the competentauthorities shall immediately notify the
consul of the occurrenceand inform him of the measuresthey havetaken to
savelives, thevesselandthecargo. Theyshallextendthenecessaryco-operation
to the consul in his action in connexionwith thedamageto the vessel.

Article 22

The provisionsof articles20 and21 of this Conventionshallapply mutatis
inutandisto aircraft.
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FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 23

The provisions of this Conventionconcerning the rights and duties of
consulsshallapplyalsoto membersof diplomaticmissionswho performconsular
functions in the country in which they are stationed. The performanceof
consularfunctions by such personsshall not affect their diplomatic privileges
and immunities.

Article 24

This Conventionshall be ratified and shall enter into force on the date
of the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification, which shall take place at
Moscow.

The Conventionshall remain in force until six monthsafter the dateon
which either Contracting Party informs the other Contracting Party that it
wishes to terminatethe Convention.

DONE at Sofia, on 12 December 1957, in duplicate, in the Russianand
Bulgarian languages,both textsbeing equally authentic.

For the Presidium
of the National Assembly
of the People’sRepublic

of Bulgaria:
ZHIvKov

For the Presidium
of the SupremeSoviet
of the Union of Soviet

SocialistRepublics:

PRIKHODOV
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