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No. 4386. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND
LEBANON CONCERNINGTHE STATUS OF THE UNITED
NATIONS OBSERVATION GROUP IN LEBANON. NEW
YORK, 13 JUNE 1958

I

P0 230 Leb (I)
13 June 1958

Sir,

I havethe honourto refer to the resolution of 11 June 1958,2 by which the
United Nations Security Council decided to dispatch urgently an “observation
group to proceedto Lebanonso as to ensurethat thereis no illegal infiltration of
personnelor supply of arms or othermaterialacrossthe Lebaneseborders”, and
authorizedthe Secretary~Generalto take the necessarystepsto that end.

In view of the specialimportanceanddifficult natureof the functions which
this ObservationGroup will perform, I would proposethat, with the operation
as now envisaged,your Governmentmight agreeto extendto the Observation
Group consistingof threesenior members,the United Nations military observers
and the United Nations Secretariat—overand above the status which they
enjoy under the Conventionon the Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations3—the privileges and immunities, exemptions and facilities which are
enjoyedby diplomaticenvoysin accordancewith internationallaw. Theprivileges
and immunities necessaryfor the fulfilment of the functions of the Observation
Group also include freedom of entry, without delay or hindrance,of property,

Cameinto force on 12 June 1958, the date of arrival of the first membersof the United
NationsObservationGroup in Lebanon,in accordancewith the provisionsof the said letters.
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equipmentand spareparts; freedomof movementof personnel,equipmentand
transport; the use of United Nations vehicleregistrationplates; the right to fly
the United Nations flag on premises,observationposts and vehicles; and the
right of unrestrictedcommunicationby radio, both within the areaof operations
andto connectwith the United Nations radio network, as well as by telephone,
telegraphor othermeans.

It is my understandingthat the LebaneseGovernmentwill provide at its
own expense,in agreementwith the Representativeof the Secretariat,all such
premisesasmaybenecessaryfor theaccommodationandfulfilment of the functions
of the ObservationGroup, including office spaceand areasfor observationposts
andfield centres. All suchpremisesshallbe inviolableandsubjectto the exclusive
control and authority of the ObservationGroup. I likewise understandthat
your Governmentwill in consultationwith the ObservationGroup provide for
necessarymeansof transportationand communication.

If theseproposalsmeet with your approval, I should like to suggestthat
this letter and your reply shouldconstitute an agreementbetweenthe United
NationsandLebanon,to takeeffect from thedateof thearrival of the first members
of the ObservationGroup in Lebanon.

Accept, Sir, the assurancesof my highest consideration.

Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General

His ExcellencyDr. CharlesMalik

Minister for ForeignAffairs

II

PERMANENT MISSION OF LEBANON
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

NEW YORK

13 June1958
Excellency,

I havethe honourto refer to your letter of 13 June 1958 concerningcertain
privileges, immunities and facilities for the ObservationGroup establishedby
SecurityCouncil Resolutionof 11 June1958. I am pleasedto adviseyou in the
nameof my Governmentthat, having in mind the difficult natureof the functions
of theObservationGroup, theGovernrn.entof Lebanonfully agreeswith andhereby
expressesits acceptanceof the termsof your letter.

No. 4886
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The Governmentof Lebanonalso agreesthat your letterandthis replyshould
constitutean agreementbetweenthe United NationsandLebanon,effectivefrom
the dateof the arrival of the first membersof the ObservationGroupin Lebanon.

Pleaseaccept, Excellency, the assurancesof my highest consideration.

Charles MALIK

Ministerfor ForeignAffairs
of the Republicof Lebanon

His ExcellencyMr. Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York, N.Y.

No. 4386
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EXCHANGEOF LETTERSCONSTITUTINGAN AMENDMENT’
TO THE AGREEMENT OF 13 JUNE 19582 BETWEEN
THE UNITED NATIONS AND LEBANON CONCERNING
THE STATUS OF THE UNITED NATIONS OBSERVATION
GROUPIN LEBANON. NEW YORK, 26 AND 30JUNE 1958

I

P0 230 Leb (1)
26 June1958

Sir,

I havethe honourto refer to our exchangeof lettersof 13 June1958~deter-
miningtheprivilegesandimmunitiesto beenjoyedby themembersof, andspecified
personnelassociatedwith, the United Nations ObservationGroup in Lebanon
establishedby the SecurityCouncil in its resolution of 11 June1958.~

In view of the various technical servicesand functions which may prove
necessaryin support of the work of theObservationGroup in Lebanon,I should
like to proposethat the sameprivilegesandimmunitiesaccordedto the categories
of personsmentionedin our exchangeof lettersof 13 Juneshouldalsobe extended
by your Governmentto expertssentto Lebanonto performmissionsin connexion
with the work of the United Nations ObservationGroup in Lebanon.

If this proposalmeetswith your approval, I would suggestthat this letter
andyour reply might be treatedas an amendmentto the agreementeffectedby
our exchangeof lettersof 13 June.

Accept,Sir, theassurancesof my highestconsideration.

Dag HAMMARSKJOLD

Secretary-General

His ExcellencyDr. CharlesMalik
Ministerfor ForeignAffairs
Beirut, Lebanon

‘ Cameinto force on 30 June1958 by the exchangeof thesaid letters.
2 Seep. 272 of this volume.
~ United Nations documentS/4023.
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II

PERMANENT MISSION OF LEBANON
TO THE UNITED N&TIONS

NEW YORK

30 June1958
Sir,

I havethehonourto referto yourletter of 26 June1958,proposingan amend-
ment to the agreementeffectedby ourexchangeof lettersof 13 June1958establish-
ing the privileges and immunities of the United Nations ObservationGroup in
Lebanon.

Havingin mindthenecessityof providingtheObservationGroupwith essential
technicalservices,I am pleasedto advisethat the Governmentof Lebanonaccepts
your proposalandagreesto extendthesameprivilegesandimmunitiesas accorded
in our exchangeof lettersof 13 Juneto suchexpertsasmay be sentto Lebanon
to performmissionsin connexionwith the work of theUnited NationsObservation
Group in Lebanon.

Accept, Sir, the assurancesof my highestconsideration.

CharlesMALIK

Ministerfor ForeignAffairs

His ExcellencyMr. Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York
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