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No. 4402. AGREEMENT1 FOR CO-OPERATION BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA
CONCERNING CIVIL USES OF ATOMIC ENERGY.
SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON 11 JUNE 1957

Whereasthe peacefuluses of atomic energy hold greatpromise for all
mankind;and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand the Gov-
ernmentof Nicaraguadesireto cooperatewith eachother in the development
of suchpeacefulusesof atomicenergy;and

Whereasthe designand developmentof severaltypesof researchreactors
are well advanced;and

Whereasresearchreactorsareusefulin the productionof researchquantities
of radioisotopes,in medical therapyand in numerousother researchactivities
and at the sametime area meansof affording valuabletraining andexperience
in nuclearscienceand engineeringuseful in the developmentof otherpeaceful
uses of atomic energy including civilian nuclearpower; and

Whereasthe Governmentof Nicaraguadesiresto pursuea researchand
developmentprogram looking toward the realizationof the peacefuland hu-
manitarian uses of atomic energy and desires to obtain assistancefrom the
Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand United Statesindustrywith
respectto this program;and

Whereasthe Governmentof the United Statesof America,actingthrough
the UnitedStatesAtomic EnergyCommission,desiresto assistthe Government
of Nicaraguain suchprogram,

The Partiesagreeas follows:

Article I

For the purposesof this Agreement:
(a) “ Commission” meansthe United StatesAtomic EnergyCommission

or its duly authorizedrepresentatives.
(b) “ Equipmentand devices” meansany instrument or apparatusand

includesresearchreactors,as definedherein,andtheir componentparts.

1 Came into force on 7 March 1958, the day on which eachGovernmentreceivedfrom the
other Governmentwritten notification that it had compliedwith all statutory andconstitutional
requirementsfor theentry into force of theAgreement,in accordancewith articleXI.
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(c) “ Researchreactor” means a reactor which is designedfor the produc-
tion of neutronsand other radiationsfor general researchand development
purposes,medical therapy, or training in nuclear scienceand engineering.
The term does not cover power reactors, power demonstrationreactors, or
reactorsdesignedprimarily for the production of specialnuclearmaterials.

(d) The terms “ Restricted Data, “ “ atomic weapon,“ and “special
nuclearmaterial” are usedin this Agreementas defined in the United States
Atomic EnergyAct of 1954.

Article II

RestrictedDatashallnot be communicatedunderthis Agreement,andno
materialsor equipmentanddevicesshallbe transferredandno servicesshallbe
furnishedunderthis Agreementto the Governmentof Nicaraguaor authorized
personsunderits jurisdiction if thetransferof any suchmaterialsor equipment
anddevicesor the furnishingof any suchservicesinvolves the communication
of RestrictedData.

Article III

1. Subjectto the provisionsof Article II, the Partieshereto will exchange
information in the following fields:

(a) Design, construction,and operationof researchreactorsand their use as
research,development,andengineeringtools andin medicaltherapy.

(b) Health and safetyproblems related to the operationand use of research
reactors.

(c) The use of radioactiveisotopesin physicaland biological research,medical
therapy,agriculture,and industry.

2. The application or use of any information or data of any kind
whatsoever,including designdrawingsandspecifications,exchangedunderthis
Agreementshallbe the responsibilityof the Partywhich receivesandusessuch
information or data, and it is understoodthat the othercooperatingParty does
not warrant the accuracy,completeness,or suitability of such information or
data for any particular use or application.

Article IV

1. The Commissionwill leaseto the Governmentof Nicaraguauranium
enriched in the isotopeU-235, subject to the terms and conditionsprovided
herein,as may be required as initial and replacementfuel in the operationof
researchreactorswhich the Governmentof Nicaragua,in consultationwith the
Commission,decidesto constructand as required in the agreedexperiments
related thereto. Also, the Commission will lease to the Government of
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Nicaraguauranium enrichedin the isotope U-235, subject to the terms and
conditionsprovided herein,as may be requiredas initial and replacementfuel
in theoperationof suchresearchreactorsas the Governmentof Nicaraguamay,
in consultationwith the Commission,decide to authorizeprivate individuals
or privateorganizationsunderitsjurisdiction to constructandoperate,provided
the Governmentof Nicaraguashallat all timesmaintainsufficient control of the
materialandthe operationof the reactorto enabletheGovernmentof Nicaragua
to comply with the provisionsof this Agreementandthe applicableprovisions
of the leasearrangement.

2. The quantityof uranium enrichedin theisotopeU-235 transferredby
the Commissionunderthis Article and in the custodyof the Governmentof
Nicaraguashall not at any time be in excessof six (6) kilograms of contained
U-235 in uranium enrichedup to a maximumof twenty percent(20%) U-235,
plus suchadditionalquantityas,in the opinion of the Commission,is necessary
to permit the efficient andcontinuousoperationof thereactoror reactorswhile
replacedfuel elementsare radioactively cooling in Nicaraguaor while fuel
elementsare in transit, it being the intent of the Commissionto makepossible
the maximumusefulnessof the six (6) kilograms of said material.

3. When any fuel elementscontainingU-235 leasedby the Commission
require replacement,they shall be returnedto the Commissionand, exceptas
may be agreed,the form andcontentof the irradiatedfuel elementsshallnotbe
altered after their removal from the reactor and prior to delivery to the
Commission.

4. The leaseof uranium enrichedin theisotopeU-235 underthis Article
shall be at suchchargesandon such termsandconditionswith respectto ship-
ment anddeliveryas may bemutually agreedandundertheconditionsstatedin
Articles VIII and IX.

Article V

Materialsof interest in connectionwith defined researchprojects related
to the peaceful uses of atomic energy undertakenby the Governmentof
Nicaragua, including source materials, special nuclear materials, byproduct
material, other radioisotopes,and stable isotopes, will be sold or otherwise
transferredto the Governmentof Nicaraguaby the Commissionfor research
purposesin such quantitiesand under such terms and conditions as may be
agreedwhensuchmaterialsarenot availablecommercially. In no case,however,
shall the quantity of special nuclear materials under the jurisdiction of the
Governmentof Nicaragua,by reasonof transferunderthis Article, be, at any
one time, in excessof 100 gramsof containedU-235, 10 gramsof plutonium,
and 10 grams of U-233.
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Article VI

Subject to the availability of supply and as may be mutually agreed,the
Commissionwill sellor lease,throughsuchmeansasit deemsappropriate,to the
Governmentof Nicaraguaor authorizedpersonsunder its jurisdiction such
reactormaterials,other than specialnuclearmaterials,asare not obtainableon
the commercialmarketandwhich are requiredin the constructionandoperation
of researchreactorsin Nicaragua. The saleor leaseof thesematerialsshall be
on such terms as may be agreed.

Article VII

It is contemplatedthat, asprovided in this Article, private individuals and
privateorganizationsin eitherthe United Statesor Nicaraguamay dealdirectly
with privateindividuals andprivateorganizationsin theothercountry. Accord-
ingly, with respectto the subjectsof agreedexchangeof informationasprovided
in Article III, the Governmentof the United Stateswill permit personsunder
itsjurisdictionto transferandexportmaterials,includingequipmentanddevices,
to and perform servicesfor the Governmentof Nicaraguaand such persons
under its jurisdiction as are authorized by the Governmentof Nicaraguato
receiveandpossesssuch materialsand utilize such services,subjectto

(a) The provisionsof Article II.
(b) Applicable laws, regulationsand license requirementsof the Government

of the United Statesandthe Governmentof Nicaragua.

Article VIII

1. The Governmentof Nicaraguaagreesto maintain such safeguardsas
are necessaryto assurethat the special nuclear materials receivedfrom the
Commissionshall be usedsolely for the purposesagreedin accordancewith
this Agreementand to assurethe safekeepingof this material.

2. The Governmentof Nicaraguaagreesto maintainsuch safeguardsas
arenecessaryto assurethat all otherreactormaterials,including equipmentand
devices,purchasedin the United Statesunderthis Agreementby the Govern-
ment of Nicaraguaor authorizedpersonsunder its jurisdiction shall be used
solelyfor thedesign,construction,andoperationof researchreactorswhich the
Governmentof Nicaraguadecidesto construct and operateand for research
in connectiontherewith, except as may otherwisebe agreed.

3. In regardto researchreactorsconstructedpursuantto this Agreement,
the Governmentof Nicaraguaagreesto maintainrecordsrelatingto powerlevels
of operationand burn-up of reactorfuels and to makeannual reportsto the
Commissionon thesesubjects. If the Commissionrequests,the Government

No. 4402



276 United Nations — Treaty Series 1958

of Nicaraguawill permit Commissionrepresentativesto observefrom time to
timetheconditionanduseof anyleasedmaterialandto observetheperformance
of the reactorin which the material is used.

4. Some atomic energy materials which the Governmentof Nicaragua
may requestthe Commissionto provide in accordancewith this arrangementare
harmful to personsand property unless handledand used carefully. After
deliveryof suchmaterialsto the Governmentof Nicaragua,the Governmentof
Nicaraguashallbearall responsibility,in sofar asthe Governmentof theUnited
Statesis concerned,for the safe handling and use of such materials. With
respectto any specialnuclearmaterialsor fuel elementswhich the Commission
may,pursuantto this Agreement,leaseto the Governmentof Nicaraguaor to
any private individual or private organizationunder its jurisdiction, the Gov-
ernmentof Nicaraguashall indemnify and save harmlessthe Governmentof
the United Statesagainstany and all liability (including third party liability)
from any causewhatsoeverarising out of the production or fabrication, the
ownership,the lease,and the possessionand use of such specialnuclearma-
terials or fuel elementsafter deliveryby the Commissionto the Governmentof
Nicaraguaor to any authorizedprivateindividual or privateorganizationunder
its jurisdiction.

Article IX

The Governmentof Nicaraguaguaranteesthat:
(a) Safeguardsprovidedin Article VIII shallbe maintained.
(b) No material, including equipmentand devices, transferredto the Govern-

ment of Nicaraguaor authorizedpersonsunderits jurisdiction, pursuantto
this Agreement,by lease,sale, or otherwisewill be usedfor atomicweapons
or for researchon or developmentof atomic weaponsor for any other
military purposes,and that no such material, including equipmentand
devices,will be transferredto unauthorizedpersonsor beyondthejurisdic-
tion of the Governmentof Nicaraguaexcept as the Commissionmay agree
to such transferto anothernation and then only if in the opinion of the
Commissionsuch transferfalls within the scopeof an agreementfor co-
operationbetweenthe United Statesandthe othernation.

Article X
It is the hopeandexpectationof thePartiesthat this initial Agreementfor

Cooperationwill lead to considerationof further cooperationextendingto the
design,construction,and operationof powerproducingreactors. Accordingly,
the Parties will consult with each other from time to time concerning the
feasibility of an additional agreementfor cooperation with respect to the
productionof power from atomicenergy in Nicaragua.
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Article XI

1. This Agreement shall enter into force on the day on which each
Governmentshall receivefrom the other Governmentwritten notification that
it has compliedwith all statutory andconstitutionalrequirementsfor the entry
into force of suchAgreementandshall remainin force for aperiodof five years.

2. At the expiration of this Agreementor of any extensionthereofthe
Governmentof Nicaraguashall deliver to the United Statesall fuel elements
containingreactorfuels leasedby the Commissionand any other fuel materials
leasedby the Commission. Suchfuel elementsandsuchfuel materialsshallbe
delivered to the Commissionat a site in the United Statesdesignatedby the
Commissionat the expenseof the Governmentof Nicaraguaand suchdelivery
shall be madeunder appropriatesafeguardsagainst radiationhazardswhile in
transit.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Partiesheretohavecausedthis Agreementto be
executedpursuantto duly constitutedauthority.

DONE at Washington,in duplicate, in the English andSpanishlanguages,,
this eleventhday of June,1957.

Forthe Governmentof the United Statesof America:
R. R. RUBOTTOM Jr.

Lewis L. STRAUSS
Chairman, United StatesAtomic Energy Commission

For the Governmentof Nicaragua:
Guillermo SEVILLA-SACASA
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