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No. 4167. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND
LEBANON CONCERNINGTHE UNITED NATIONS EMER-
GENCY FORCE POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS. GAZA,
21 DECEMBER1957AND 5 FEBRUARY1958,AND BEIRUT,
20 JANUARY 1958

I

HQ UNEF ME

GAZA, EGYPT

21 Dec. 57
Sir,

I havethe honour to refer to my conversationswith the Prime Minister of
Lebanonon 29 October 1957 concerningfacilities for the use of the Beirut Inter-
national Airport as a transshipmentpoint for UNEF personnel, supplies and
mail, and to my Aide-Mémoire2delivered to your Ministry on the samedate.
I shouldlike at this time to proposefurther arrangementsconcerningthehandling
of UNEF mail.

As you undoubtedlyknow UNEF hasup to the presenttime maintaineda
BasePost Office in Naplesand the Italian postaladministrationhasactedas the
“administration of origin” for UNEF outboundmail and the “administration of
destination”for UNEFinboundmail. On approximately1 February1958,however,
the regular flights of UNEF aircraft betweenNaplesand UNEF’s areaof opera-
tions will come to an endandit will be necessaryto closethe UNEF Base Post
Office in Naples. At that time it is desiredto put into effect arrangementsfor
Lebanonto replaceItaly as the “administration of origin and destination” for
UNEF mails, and to handle such mails through Beirut in accordancewith the
enclosedsummary. I understandthat the LebanesePostalAdministration is in
principle willing to takeover the functionswhich haveup to this time beenper-
formed by the Italian Postal Administration, and I would appreciatehaving
confirmation of your Government’sacceptance.

~ Cameinto force on 20 January1958 by the exchangeof thesaid letters.
~ Seep. 192 of this volume.
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Since it will be necessaryto give sufficient notice to the ParticipatingStates
andto the UniversalPostalUnion, I would appreciatehavingyour reply at the
earliestpossibleopportunity.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

E. L. M. BURNS

Major-General
Commander,UNEF

His Excellencythe Minister for ForeignAffairs
Ministry of ForeignAffairs
Beirut, Lebanon

SUMMARY OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE HANDLING OF MAIL OF THE
UNITED NATIONS EMERGENCYFORCE

The following arrangements,basedon presentpracticewith respectto UNEF mails,
asacceptedby thegovernmentsandpostalauthoritiesconcerned,areproposedin order(a)
to ensureprompt and effectiveprocessingandtransmissionof correspondenceaddressed
to membersof UNEF andof mail by them, and (b) to grantthe free mailing privilege for
private correspondencesentby membersof UNEF. This free mailing privilegeextends,
at present,only to letter-mail, postcardsand similar forms of correspondence.

1. BASIS or ARRANGEMENTS

(i) All mail addressedto or emanatingfrom membersof UNEF will be channelled
through a UNEF Base Post Office which will be establishedat Beirut, Lebanon, As
betweenthis Base Post Office and anotherUNEF Base Post Office establishedin the
area o/ operationsof UNEF in theMiddle-East,mail shall betransportedby UNEF air
shuttle.

(ii) In accordancewith arrangementsto be madewith the LebaneseGovernment,
theLebanesepostaladministrationwill forwardto UNEF BFOat Beirutall mail addressed
to UNEF andwill acceptto forwardto theParticipatingcountries(i. e. countriesproviding
military contingentsto UNEF) mail emanatingfrom UNEF andtransmittedby UNEF
BPOBeirut.~(TheLebanesepostaladministrationwill become,thus, the “Administration
of origin” for UNEF outboundmail andthe “Administration of destination”for UNEF
inboundmail).

All inboundand outboundmail, including all typesof parcels,shall be treatedas mail in
transitandassuchshallbeexemptfrom Lebaneseregulationsconcerningc~stonis,censorshipand
currencycontrol.

“Outboundmail” asusedhereinrefersto mail despatchedtrom the TJNEFarea; “inbound
mail” asusedhereinrefersto mail despatehedto theUNEF area.

No, 4107
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(iii) The postal administrationof eachParticipating governmenthasacceptedto
deliverto addressesin the letter’sterritoriesthroughnormal postalchannels,UNEF mail
received under these arrangements. The postal administration of each Participating
governmenthasdesignatedfor this purposea “central postaladdress”.1

All outboundUNEF mail shall be addressedto and deliveredto the “central postal
address”of eachParticipatingcountry. Mail originating in Participatingcountriesand
addressedto membersof UNEF will carry theaddressesstatedin paragraph2A below.

(iv) OutboundUNEF mail destinedto addresseswithin countriesotherthanPartici-
pating countrieswill be forwardedto UNEF BPO, Lebanonand will be mailed under
internationalpostalratesat UNEF expense. The Lebanesepostalstampswill be affixed
in accordancewith arrangementswith theLebanesepostaladministration.

2. DETAILS OF IMPLEMENTATION

A. Particulars for handling inboundmail

Inbound mail addressedto UNEF personnelshall consist of all normal classesof
mail acceptedby the various postaladministrationsin the countriesof origin and shall
be addressedandhandledasfollows:

(i) mail originating in a Participatingcountry and addressedto a memberof the
military contingentof suchcountry shall be addressedin suchmanneras the various
Participatingcountriesshall decide. This mail shallbetransportedin closedbagsthrough
channelsof thepostaladministrationof origin with a despatchlabel addressed

From (nameof country)
ToUNEF BasePostOffice

Beirut, Lebanon

(ii) all other mail shall be transportedthrough normal civil postal channelsand
shall beaddressed

Rank,nameandservicenumber
Military unit (followed by nameof country)
UNEF BasePostOffice
Beirut, Lebanon

B, Particularsfor handling outboundmail
(i) All outbound free mail shall be in conformity with regulationsprescribedby the

United Nationsas to theweightandtypesof paperandmail envelopesandshall bearon
theupper left hand margin of the envelopethe return addressof thesenderas follows

Rank,name,andservicenumber
Military unit
UNEF (andnameof country)

~ Theseaddressesare presentlyasfollows
Rio deJaneiro,Brazil Copenhagen,Denmark
Bogota,Colombia Oslo,Norway
Montreal,Canada Malmo, Sweden

At presentIndia andYugoslaviawill route their mail throughCairo insteadof the UNEF
BasePostOffice,Beirut.

No. 4167
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(ii) all outboundfree mail shall be collectedat theBPOin theUNEF Area of oper-
ationsandthestampimprint shall be affixed in the upperright handcorneror otherwise
conspicuouslyin aspacecustomarilyused for postagestamps. This “franking” cancel-
lation shall appearasfollows with an imprint of theUnitedNationsSeal:

United Nations Emergency Force
(Date cancellation)

~iii) after cancellation,this mail shall be placed in bagsaccordingto Participating
countriesof destination;thesebagsshall be closedandaddressedto the “central postal
addresses”for eachof the Participatingcountries.

(iv) Outboundmail shall be transportedto theBPO,Beirut, Lebanonaccompanied
by thenormal internationalmanifestformsidentifying thebagsandweights. TheBPO
at Beirut shall transferUNEF outbound mail to the Lebanesepostaladministrationfor
delivery throughnormal air mail channelsto the Participatingcountriesof destination.

II

REPUBLIQUE LIBANAISE

MINIST~RE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES ET DES LIBANAIS D’OUTRE-MER

LE MINISTRE
1

1054/5/61/3
Beirut, January20, 1958

Major-GeneralE. L. M. Burns
Commander,UNEF
Gaza,Egypt

Sir:

I havethe honour to refer to your letter of December21st, 1957, and to the
conversationsyou had with the Prime Minister of Lebanonon October29, 1957,
concerningfacilities for the useof the Beirut InternationalAirport asatransship-
ment point for the UNEF personnel,suppliesand mail.

I take note of the UNEF’s intention to put into effect arrangementsfor
Lebanonto replaceItaly as the “Administration of origin and destination” for
the UNEF mails, to establishin Beirut a UNEF basePost Office in lieu of Naples
andto havethesemails handledby the LebanesePostalAdministration.

Confirming the Governmentof Lebanon’s agreement in principle to these
arrangementsconveyedon my behalfby my representative,Mr. Edward Ghorra,
to your representativesat theconclusionof their meetingon the26thof December,

~ LebaneseRepublic.
Ministry of ForeignAffairs andthe LebaneseOverseas.
TheMinister.

No. 4167
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1957, I wish herebyto inform you that the “Ministère desPosteset Télégraphes”
has alreadytaken the necessarystepsto implementour agreementon or about
the first of February,1958.

It is our understandingthat the above arrangementshall be carriedout by
both partiesaccordingto the obligationsemanatingfrom Lebanon’smembership
in the UniversalPostalUnion. It is also our understandingthat the UNEF will
pay the LebanesePostalAdministration all expensesdefrayedby it in the exe-
cution of this arrangementand that payment shall be madein Beirut in United
StatesDollars at the official rate of the dollar establishedby U.P.U.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

CharlesMALIK
Ministerfor ForeignAffairs

III

UNEF HEADQUARTERS

GAZA

5 February1958
Sir,

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceipt of your letter No. 1054/5/61/3of
20 January 1958, in which you expressyour agreementto the proposalsin my
letter to you of 21 December 1957 concerningUNEF postalarrangementswith
your Government, I am pleasedto confirm the understandingsset forth in the
final paragraphof your letter, subject to the clarification which hasbeen made
with your postal authorities that the expensesto be chargedto UNEF are the
transit chargesonly on “UNEF free mail” accordingto UniversalPostal Union
schedules.

May I take this opportunity to expressmy sincereappreciationfor the co-
operationandassistancewhichhavebeenreceivedfrom the officials of your Govern-
ment enablingthe smooth transferof our postal facilities from Naplesto Beirut.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

E. L. M. BURNS

Lieutenant-General
Commander,UNEF

His ExcellencyDr. CharlesMalik
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Beirut, Lebanon
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