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No. 4435. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
NETHERLANDS AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND CONCERNING CUSTOMS PRIVILEGES
ACCORDED TO DIPLOMATIC STAFF AND CONSULAR
OFFICERS AS WELL AS TO CLERICAL PERSONNEL.
THE HAGUE, 19 OCTOBER 1953

I

BRITISH EMBASSY

THE HAGUE

No. 245
October19, 1953

Your Exceflency,

On the instructionsof Her Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom,
I have the honour to addressthe foUowing communicationto Your Excellency.

Subjectto anassuranceof reciprocityHer Majesty’s Governmentare prepared
to accordthe customsprivilegesat presentenjoyedby the diplomaticstaff of the
NetherlandsEmbassy in London to any Consuls-General,Consuls and Vice-
Consuls (not being honoraryconsularofficers) of the Netherlandsin the United
Kingdom, to clerks employed in the NetherlandsEmbassyin London, and to
clerksemployedon thestaffsof theconsularofficersin question,provided,however,
that only those personsshall be entitled to benefit who arenot citizens of the
United Kingdom and Colonies, who arenot engagedin private occupationfor
gainin theUnited Kingdomandwho arepermanentemployeesof theirGovernment,
or, if not permanentemployeesthereof,werenot ordinarily residentin the United
Kingdom at the time of their appointmentto such diplomatic or consularpost,
andprovided also that their appointmentsshallhavebeenduly notified to Her
Majesty’sGovernmentthroughthediplomaticchannelwith aview to the necessary
stepsbeing takento ensurefor themthe specialtreatmentwhich this arrangement
contemplates.

Cameinto forceon 15 December1953, the date on which the Governmentof the Nether-
landsnotified theGovernmentof theUnited Kingdom that the requiredconstitutionalapproval
hadbeenobtained,in accordancewith theprovisionsof thesaidnotes.
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I havethe honourto suggestthat if an arrangementin this senseis acceptable
to the NetherlandsGovernment,this Note andYour Excellency’sreply thereto
in similar termsshall be regardedas placingon recordthe understandingreached
betweenthe two Governmentsconcerningthis matter, andthat the arrangement
shallcomeinto force on the dateon which the Governmentof the Kingdom of the
NetherlandsshallnotifyHer Majesty’sGovernmentthat the requiredconstitutional
approvalhasbeenobtained.

I avail myself of this opportunityto renewto Your Excellencythe assurance
of my highestconsideration.

(Signed) Nevile BUTLER

His ExcellencyMr. J. W. Beyen
etc.,etc.,etc.

II

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

No. 128657
The Hague,19 October1953

Sir,

In receipt of Your Excellency’snote of today’s datewe havethe honour to
inform you of thefollowing

On a basisof reciprocity the NetherlandsGovernmentare preparedto accord
the customsprivileges at presentenjoyedby the diplomatic staff of the British
Embassyat The Hague to any Consuls-General,Consulsand Vice-Consuls(not
being honorary consularofficers) of the United Kingdom in the Netherlands,
to clerksemployedin the British Embassyat The Hague,andto clerksemployed
on the staffs of the consularofficers in question, provided, however, that only
thosepersonsshallbe entitled to benefit who are not Netherlandssubjects,who
are not engagedin private occupationfor gain in the Netherlandsandwho are
permanentemployeesof their Government,or, if not permanentemployeesthereof,
werenot ordinarily residentin the Netherlandsat the time of their appointment
to such diplomatic or consularpost, and provided also that their appointments
shallhavebeenduly notified to the NetherlandsGovernmentthrough the diplo-
matic channelwith aview to thenecessarystepsbeing taken to ensure for them
the specialtreatmentwhich this arrangementcontemplates.

We agreeto the suggestionthatYour Excellency’snoteandthis reply shall
be regardedas placing on record the understandingreachedbetweenthe two
Governmentsconcerningthe matter, and that the arrangementshall come into
force on the date on which the NetherlandsGovernmentshall notify Her
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Britannic Majesty’s Governmentthat the required constitutional approvalhas
beenobtained.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof our highest consideration.

(Signed) J. LUNS (Signed) J. W. BEYEN

His ExcellencySir Nevile M. Butler
AmbassadorExtraordinaryandPlenipotentiary

of Her Majestythe Queenof GreatBritain
andNorthernIreland
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