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[TRA1~SLATION — TRADUCTIONI

No. 4476. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF NORWAY AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS ON MEA-
SURES FOR REGULATING THE CATCH AND CON-
SERVINGSTOCKSOF SEALSIN THE NORTH-EASTERN
PART OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. SIGNED AT OSLO,
ON 22 NOVEMBER 1957

The Governmentof Norway andthe Governmentof the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics,

Desiring to establish internationalco-operationwith a view to achieving
the optimum productivity of stocks of sealsin the waters of the north-eastern
part of the Atlantic Ocean,sothat the sizeof thesestocksmay be increasedand
maintainedat a level ensuringthe maximum sustainedcatch,and

Desiringto extendandco-ordinatescientificresearchwith a view to studying
the condition of the sealstocks in that area, and

Desiring to take effectivemeasuresto achievetheseends,
Have resolvedto conclude this Agreement and have appointedas their

plenipotentiaries

The Governmentof Norway: Nils Lysø, Minister,

The Governmentof the Soviet Union : Aleksandr Akimovich Ishkov,
Minister,

who,havingcommunicatedtheir full powers,found in good anddueform, have
agreedas follows:

Article I

1. The areato which this Agreementapplies shall include the watersof
the north-easternpart of the Atlantic Oceaneast of CapeFarewell in which
the nationals of the two countries hunt seals, namely, the Greenlandand
NorwegianSeas,theDenmarkStrait andthe areaof JanMayenIsland,andalso
the BarentsSea.

2. This Agreementapplies to the Greenlandseal (Phoca groenlandica),
the hooded seal (Cystophoracristata) and the walrus (Odobaenusrosmarus).

Caineinto forceon 27 June1958by theexchangeoftheinstrumentsof ratification atMoscow,
in accordancewith article XII.
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3. At the proposalof the Commissionreferredto in articleIII below,this
Agreementmay be extendedto apply to the beardedseal(Erignathusbarbatus),
theringedseal(Phocahispida)andthe white polar bear(Ursusarctos), in accord-.
ancewith the provisions of article VII.

4. Noneof the provisionsof this Agreementshall be deemedto limit in
any way the sovereignrights of the ContractingPartiesin their territorial and
internal waters.

Article II

I. In order to achievethe purposeof this Agreement,the Contracting
Partieshaveagreedupon the measuressetforth in the annex~to the Agreement,
regulating the taking of Greenlandseals,hoodedsealsand walruses.

2. The annexis an integraland inalienablepart of this Agreement. All
referencesto this Agreementshallbe deemedto include the annexin its present
form or asamendedin accordancewith articlesIV and VII.

Article III

1. The ContractingPartiesshall set up a Commission,consistingof not
morethan threerepresentativesfrom eachcountry. Furthermore,the delega-
tions of both countriesshallbe entitled to invite to meetingsof the Commission
any advisersor observersthey may deemnecessary.

2. Unless the Commission decidesotherwise, it shall hold a regular
annualmeetingalternatelyin eachof the two countries.

3. Meetings shall be presidedover by a representativeof the country in
which the meetingis being held.

4. Each country shall have one vote in the Commission. Unanimity

shallbe a prerequisitefor all valid decisions.

Article IV

The Commission’sfunctionsshallbe as follows:

(a) On the basisof scientific andpractical research,to submit proposalsto they
two Governmentsconcerning the regulation of the hunting operations
andamendmentsor additionsto the annexreferredto in article II above;

(b) To submit proposalsto the two Governmentsconcerningscientific research
conductedindependentlyorjointly by theContractingPartiesandconcerning
the co-ordinationof suchresearch;

(c) If it is deemednecessary,to submit proposals to the two Governments
concerningcontrol over the implementationof the regulations governing
hunting operationsset forth in the annexto this Agreement.
1
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Article V

The ContractingParties undertake,so far as is feasible, to supply the
Commissionwith any statistical, practical and scientific information that the
Commissionconsidersnecessaryfor its work.

Article VI

1. EachContractingPartyshallbearthe costsof its own scientific research
and of its participationin the Commission.

2. Expenditureon any researchcarriedout in common and other joint
expenditureshallbe sharedbetweenthe ContractingPartiesin accordancewith
the Commission’sproposals.

Article VII

I. TheCommission’sproposalsconcerningscientific research,regulations
governinghuntingoperationsandcontrolover their implementation,the sharing
of expenditureon any researchcarriedout in commonandotherjoint expendi-
ture, andtheextensionof the Agreementto otherspeciesof animalsin accordance
with article 1, paragraph3 above, shallbe submittedto the two Governments
for approvalandshall becomebinding if such approvalis granted.

2. Regulationsgoverningthe hunting operationsand measuresfor the
control of their implementationproposedby the Commissionshall, oncethey
havebeenapproved,be put into effect by the ContractingPartiesnot later than
two monthsafter they becomebinding, unlessthe ContractingParties agree
otherwise.

Article VIII

Each Contracting Party undertakesto carry out such measuresas may
be necessaryto ensurethe observanceof this Agreement.

Article IX

1. EachContractingParty shall be entitled, notwithstandingthis Agree-
ment, to issueto its nationalslicencesfor the taking of themarine mammalsto
which this Agreementapplies,for the following purposes:

(a) For scientific research;
(b) For the local indigenousinhabitantsandfor expeditions,providedthat the

raw materials are used for food, animal feed and other local domestic
purposes.

2. The ContractingPartiesshall inform the Commissionof the issuance
of all suchlicences.

No. 4476
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Article X

1. Statesinterestedin co-operatingin the regulationof huntingoperations
andthe conservationof stocksof the speciesof animalsto which this Agreement
appliesmay, with the consentof the ContractingParties,becomepartiesto the
Agreement.

2. Applications for accessionto this Agreementshall be sent through
diplomaticchannelsto the Governmentof Norway andthe Governmentof the
Soviet Union.

Article XI

Either ContractingParty maynotify the other in writing that it doesnot
wish in the future to be boundby one or more provisionsof the annexto this
Agreement. Unless the Contracting Parties agreeon anothertime-limit, the
provision or provisions concernedshall ceaseto be binding on the expiry of
twelve months from the receipt of the notification by the other Contracting
Party.

Article XII

1. This Agreementis subjectto ratification andshallenterinto force on
thedateof the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification, which shalltakeplace
at Moscowas soonas possible.

2. Threeyearsaftertheentryinto force of thisAgreement,eitherContract-
ing Party maydenounceit by notifying the otherContractingParty in writing.
The Agreementshallexpireeighteenmonthsafter receiptof such notification
by the other ContractingParty.

DONE at Oslo on 22 November1957 in duplicate, in the Norwegianand
Russianlanguages,both texts beingequally authentic.

Nils L~sø A. IcHKov

ANNEX

In accordancewith article II of the Agreement,1the following regulations,which
shallbe bindingupon nationalsof the two countriesfrom thedateof theentryinto force
of the Agreement,havebeenestablishedto governthe catch.

1. The huntingareasset forth in this Annex comprisethe following:

JanMayenhuntingarea (Vesterisen):The areaof the shelficeoff theeasterncoast
of Greenland,between770 north latitude anda line drawnfrom CapeNord (Horn) in

Seep. 280 of this volume,
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Icelandwestwardto a point 66°28’ north latitude and3Q0 west longitude,thencein a
straight line to the middle of Storfjord in Greenland.

Northernhuntingarea (Nordisen): The areaof the shelfice off thenorthernpart of
theGreenlandSea,northof 770 north latitude,boundedon theeastby the20thmeridian
east.

Easternhuntingarea (østisen):Theareaof theshelficeof theBarentsSea,eastof the
20thmeridian east.

DenmarkStrait huntingarea: The ice packeastof Greenland,southof the above-

mentionedline drawnfrom CapeNord (Horn) in Iceland to Storfjord in Greenland.

2. In the hunting areasdefinedin paragraphI above, the taking of Greenland
sealsandhoodedsealsis prohibitedat all timesof the yearexceptthe following:

JanMayenhuntingarea (Vesterisen):7 a.m.on 20 March to midnight on 5 May.

Northern hunting area (Nordisen): 7 a.m. on 20 March to midnight on 5 May.

Easternhuntingarea (østisen):7 a.m. on 1 March to midnight on 10 May.

Greenwichmeantime.

3. In the DenmarkStrait, Norwegianvesselswhich havebeenengagedin sealing
in this areafor one or moreyearsbetween1952 and 1956 are temporarilyauthorizedto
hunt from 7 a.m. on 15 Juneto midnight on 15 July(Greenwichmeantime).

4. The taking of walrusesis prohibited in all areasthroughoutthe year.
The competentauthoritiesof the ContractingPartiesmay issue special licences

for thetakingof alimited numberof adultmalewalruses,exclusivelyfor theneedsof the
local populationandfor expeditions,with theexpressprovisothat theraw materialsthus
obtainedshall be usedfor food, animal feedand other local domesticpurposes.

5. The takingof marineanimalsby the useof poisonoussubstancesis prohibited.
Meansand methodsof taking or huntingmarine mammalswhich involve substantial
lossesof woundedanimals arealsoprohibited.

6. Animalsfoundin thewatersbetweenicefloesor in theopenseasmaybehunted
from vesselsonly by meansof harpoonguns.

7. In taking marine mammalson coastalrookeries,the pollution of the rookeries
with the carcassesand the remainsof slaughteredanimals and the lighting of bonfires
in the rookeriesareprohibited.

8. EachContractingParty shall lay down more detailed provisionsconcerning
coastalhunting operationsby the local population.

No. 4476


