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No. 4480. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF MOROCCO
CONCERNING THE CONVENTION OF COMMERCE AND
NAVIGATION BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND
THE SHEREEFIAN EMPIRE SIGNED ON 9 DECEMBER
1856. RABAT, 1 MARCH 1957

Her Majesty’sAmbassadorat Rabatto the MoroccanMinister for Foreign Affairs

BRITISH EMBASSY

Rabat,March 1, 1957
Monsieurle Ministre,

On theinstructionsof Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaryof State for Foreign
Affairs, I havethehonour to inform your Excellencythat Her Majesty’sGovern-
mentin the United Kingdom renouncetheir rights underArticle 7 of the Conven-
tionof CommerceandNavigationsignedon December9, 1856, since they recognise
that the limitations imposedby this Article on the right of the MoroccanGovern-
ment to determineratesof customduties and other chargesimposedon or in
connexionwith the importationof productsof the UnitedKingdom andits depen-
dent territories into the ShereefianEmpire are inappropriateto existingpolitical
andeconomicconditions.

I have, &c.

C. B. DUKE

Cameinto force on 1 March 1957 by theexchangeof thesaid notes.
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II

The Moroccan Minister for Foreign Affairs to Her Majesty’sAmbassadorat Rabat

[TRANSLATION’ — TRADUCTION~]

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Rabat,March 1, 1957
Monsieurl’Ambassadeur,

I have the honour to expressthe satisfactionof the MoroccanGovernment
at the successfulconclusionof the discussionsheld in London andin Rabatcon-
cerningcertainprovisionsof theConventionof CommerceandNavigationbetween
the United Kingdom and the ShereefianEmpire signed on December9, 1856.

The Moroccan Governmentnote with pleasure the formal declarationby
Her Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom in your Excellency’s Note
of to-day’sdateas the result of which Article 7 of the Conventionof Commerce
andNavigationof December9, 1856,has ceasedto governthe relationsbetween
theirtwo countriesandto limit therightsof theMoroccanGovernmentto determine
the tariffs to be imposedon goodsoriginatingin the United Kingdom or in any
dependentterritory of the United Kingdom andimportedinto Morocco.

Recognisingthe spirit of friendship and understandingwhich has led Her
Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom to renouncetheir rights under
theaforesaidarticle, the MoroccanGovernmentpropose

1. that Article 7 of the Conventionof Commerceand Navigation, 1856, should
be regardedas abrogated

2. to enterimmediately into negotiationswith Her Majesty’s Governmentin
theUnited Kingdomfor a new Treatyof CommerceandNavigation;

3. to provide under the treaty for each party to grant most-favoured-nation
treatmentto the other; pendingthe conclusionof thesenegotiations,products
originating in the United Kingdom and its dependentterritories will, in all
mattersconnectedwith importation,be accordedtreatmentno less favourable
than thataccordedto productsoriginatingin anyothercountry;

4. to accordproducts originating in the United Kingdom and its dependent
territories the benefit of the maximum tariff of 12 1/z per cent, at present
in force so long as this tariff continues to be appliedto the imports from any

~ Translationby theGovernmentof theUnited Kingdom.

~ Traduction du Gouvernementdu Royaume-Uni.
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other country. In decidingtheir new tariff ratesthe MoroccanGovernment
‘intend to bearin mind the interestsof the two countries.

I havethe honour to requestthat your Excellency will confirm that Her
Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom are in agreementwith the four
proposalsof the MoroccanGovernmentwhich areset out in paragraph3 of this
Note.

Pleasebelieve, &c.
Ahmed BALAFREJ

III

Her Majesty’sAmbassadorat Rabat to the MoroccanMinister for Foreign Affairs

BRITISH EMBASSY

Rabat,March 1, 1957
Monsieurle Ministre,

I havethe honour to acknowledgeyour Excellency’sNote to to-day’s date
which readsas follows:

[Seenote II)

The four proposalscontainedin the third paragraphof your Excellency’s
Note are acceptableto Her Majesty’sGovernmentin the United Kingdom. As
regards the third paragraphwhich refers to most-favoured-nationtreatment
I am instructedby Her Majesty’sGovernmentin the United Kingdom to record
that they do not regardthis undertaking as preventingthe Governmentof His
Majesty The Sultan from discriminating, in the matter of import prohibitions
andrestrictionsin favour of anycountryof the monetaryareato which the Sheree-
fian Empire belongs,provided the discrimination is no more than is necessary
to protect the monetaryreservesof the aforesaidarea, andthat it is applied in
such a way as to avoid unnecessarydamageto the commercialinterestsof the
United Kingdom.

I have, &c.
C. B. DUKE
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