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No. 4481. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING’ BE-
TWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KING-
DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLICOF ITALY
REGARDING CLAIMS BY BRITISH NATIONALS UNDER
ARTICLE 78 OF THE TREATY OFPEACE WITH ITALY.2
SIGNEDAT ROME, ON 29 MARCH 1957

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Irelandandthe Governmentof the Republicof Italy being desirousof expediting
the settlementof all outstandingclaims by nationals of the United Kingdom
underArticle 78 of the Treatyof Peacewith Italy,2 haveenteredintothe following
understanding.

1.—(i) The Governmentof theUnited Kingdomof GreatBritain andNorthern
Ireland will not presentto the Governmentof the Republicof Italy throughthe
diplomaticchannelanyfurther claims by nationalsof the United Kingdom under
Article 78 of the Treatyof Peacewith Italy after the28thdayof September,1957.

(ii) Appropriatepublicitywill begiven to the provisionsof this Memorandum
of Understandingby eachof the two Governments.

(iii) The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern
Irelandwill reservethe right to presentto theGovernmentof theRepublicof Italy
within the time limit indicatedaboveany claim by anationalof the United King-
domunderArticle 78 of the Treaty of Peacewith Italy which is in an incomplete
stateor lackingthe necessarydocumentationprovidedthat the Governmentof the
United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern Irelandaresatisfiedthat for good
reasonit wasnot possiblefor the claimantto ascertainthe lossor damagesuffered
or to compile the necessarydocumentationto accompanythe claim, within the
prescribedtime limit, andthat the lossor damagewhich form the subjectmatter
of theclaim fall within thetermsof Article78. In suchcasethedocumentationor
the final claim mustbe presentedto the Italian. Governmentwithin six monthsof
the saidtime limit, i.e., not laterthan the 28thday of March 1958.

2. The Governmentof the Republicof Italy will:
(i) use their best endeavoursto expeditethe communicationto Her Majesty’s

Embassyin Romeof the decisionsof the appropriateItalian authoritiesin

1 Cameinto force oii 29 March 1957, upon signature, in accordancewith paragraph7.
2 UnitedNations, Treaty Series,VoIs. 49 and50.
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respectof all claimsunderArticle 78 alreadypresentedto the Governmentof
theRepublicof Italy by oron behalfof nationalsof theUnited Kingdom at the
dateof this Memorandumof Understandingandwill in anyeventensurethat
the appropriateItalian authoritieswill havereacheddecisionson all theafore-
saidclaims andthat all suchdecisionswill havebeencommunicatedin writing
to Her Majesty’sEmbassyby the 28thdayof March 1958.

(ii) ensurethat theappropriateItalian authoritieswill reachdecisionsas quickly
aspossibleon anyclaimsor claim presented,with thenecessarydocumentation,
betweenthe dateof this Memorandumof Understandingandthe 28thday of
September,1957,andin anyeventwifi communicatethesedecisionsin writing
to Her Majesty’s Embassywithin twelve calendarmonths from the dateof
presentationof suchclaim or claims or, in the casesto which paragraph1 (iii)
hereofrelates,from the dateon which the documentationhasbeenpresented.

3. If the decisionof the appropriateItalian authoritiescommunicatedin
accordancewith paragraph2 (i) and(ii) hereofis an absoluterejectionof the claim
on legal or factual grounds,or apartial rejectionon the groundsthat no decision
can be given in the presentstateof the documentationor on other grounds,the
Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain andNorthern Irelandmay
requestthe appropriateItalian authorities,within six months from the dateof the
communication,to re-examinethe claim if possible,in the light of the freshdocu-
mentationproducedby the claimantor for othergoodcause,andtheGovernment
of the Republicof Italy will communicateto Her Majesty’s Embassythe decision
of the appropriateItalian authoritieson suchre-examinationwithin six monthsof
the receiptby the appropriateItalian authoritiesof therequestfor re-examination.

4. The Governmentof the Republicof Italy will:

(i) paythe amountof compensationawardedby appropriateItalian authorities
andacceptedby aclaimantwithin 120 daysof the receiptby the Ministry of
the Treasuryof the appropriateacceptancedocumentsduly completedby or
on behalfof the claimant ;

(ii) in the caseof awardsof compensationmadeby the Anglo-ItalianConciliation
Commission,pay the compensationso awardedwithin 90 daysof the dateof
receiptby the Ministry of the Treasuryof the appropriateacceptancedocu-
mentsduly completedby or on behalf of the claimant

(iii) notify Her Majesty’sEmbassyin writing of the issueof the paymentwarrants
for the compensationmoneyin favourof theclaimantsor their duly authorised
agents.

5. Nothing in this Memorandumof Understandingwill affectin any way the
provisionsof paragraph8 of Article 78 andArticle 83 of the Treaty of Peace.
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6. Any disputeswhich may arisebetweenthe two Governmentsas to the
applicationor interpretationof this Memorandumof Understandingwill bedeemed
to bedisputesto whichArticle 83 of theTreaty of Peacewith Italy appliesandshall
be referredto theAnglo-ItalianConciliationCommissionaccordingly.

7. This Memorandumof Understandingwill enterinto force upon the date
on which it is signed.

DONE in duplicateat Romethis 29thday of March, 1957, in the Englishand
Italian languagesboth textsbeingequally authoritative.

For the Government
of the United Kingdom of Great For the Government
Britain andNorthernIreland : of the Republicof Italy:

Ashley CLARKE Vittorio BADINI
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