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No. 4176. PARCEL POST AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND AUSTRIA. SIGNED AT
OTTAWA, ON 26 SEPTEMBER 1957

Agreementmade betweenthe Postal Administration of the Union of South
Africa of the one part and the PostalAdministration of the Republic of Austria
of the other part.

Wherebyit is agreedto effect a regular direct exchangeof ordinary postal
parcelsbetweenthe Union of SouthAfrica andAustria as follows:

Article 1

ORGANIZATION OF A DIRECT EXCHANGE OF PARCELS

(1) Parcelsunderthedesignationof postalparcels,maybeexchangedbetween
the contractingadministrations,either direct or throughthe intermediaryof one
or moreother administrations.

(2) This exchangeshallbe effectedbetweenthe contractingadministrations
by surfacemeans.

Article 2

CONDITIONS OF EXCHANGE

(1) Parcelsmay be forwarded in either closedmails or in opentransit and
shall be reforwardedby the most rapid land and searoutes which are used for
their own mails by the countriesundertakingthe transit.

(2) The parcelsshall be despatchedin bags,and mails shall only be made
up on suchoffices of exchangeas may be mutuallyagreeduponby the administra-
tions concerned.

(3) U niess specially provided for in thesearrangements,the conditionsas
to posting, transmissionand delivery of parcels (including the levy of customs
duty andothercharges)andredirectionwithin thelimits of the countryof destina-
tion shall be governedby the regulationsof the country concerned.

1 Cameinto force on 1 January1958, in accordancewith article24.
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Article 3

TRANSIT PARCELS

(1) The contractingadministrationsshallgrant freedomof transit for parcels
to or from third countrieswith which they havea parcel postservice.

(2) Unlessa third countrywhich may be involved in the transmissionstipu-
lates further limitations, transit parcelsshall be subjectto the provisionsof this
Agreement.

(3) The contractingadministrationsshall mutually arrangefor the method
of transit conveyanceof transit parcels, and each administrationshall furnish
the otherwith a statementof thosecountriesto or from which it is ableto secure
the transit of parcels. Thesestatementsshall include the sharesdue to each of
the countriestaking part in the transit conveyanceof parcels to the countries
concerned.

Article 4

SUSPENSIONOF SERVICE

(1) Each contractingparty reservesthe right, in the eventof exceptional
circumstancesarising, to suspendthe exchangeof parcels temporarily either
wholly or in part in one directionor the other.

(2) The contractingparty which intendsto makeuse of this right is bound
to notify the fact immediately, if needbe by telegram,to the other contracting
party.

(3) This proceduremay also be applied, by analogy, to transit parcels.

Article 5

WEIGHT AND DIMENSIONS

(1) The maximum dimensionsof eachparcelshallnot exceedthreefeetsix
inches(1.07m.) in length or six feet (1.83m.) in length andgirth combined.

(2) The maximum weight of eachparcel shall not exceedelevenpoundsor
5 kilograms.

(3) For thecorrectcomputationof theweight, the opinionof the administra-
tion of origin shall be takenas final unlessan obvious error hasbeenmade.

(4) The foregoinglimits of size andweight shall be subject to alterationby
mutual arrangementbetweenthe contractingadministrations,

No. 4176



8 United Nations — Treaty Series 1958

Article 6

POSTAGE RATES

(1) Prepaymentof postageon all parcelsis obligatory except in the case
of redirectedparcels.

(2) The postagerates shall be composedonly of the sum of the territorial
andmaritime ratesof origin, transit and destination.

(3) The territorial and maritime chargesfor eachcountry of origin, transit
or destinationwill be at suchratesas may be agreedupon from time to time by
the contractingparties.

(4) The administrationof origin undertakesto pay to eachof theadministra-
tions taking part in the transportation, including that of destination,all costs
connectedwith the conveyanceof the mails, exceptingchargesfor redirection
mentionedin Article 15.

Article 7

RESPONSIBILITY

(1) Unless specialagreementexists, administrationsare not responsiblein
principle for the loss, spoliation or damageof parcels. Administrations,however,
will makeenquiry in caseswhich are submittedto them in this connection.

(2) The senderof a parcel shallbe responsiblefor ensuringthat it is securely
packedin such a manneras to protect the contentsfrom damage.

Article 8

PROHIBITIONS

(1) Parcelsmay not containsubstancesof a dangerous,destructive,explosive
or offensive nature,or contrabandarticlesor substances,or liquids (unlesssecurely
packedin propercases)nor may they contain a letter or any article, the transmis-
sion of which by parcelpost is prohibited by the country of destination.

(2) Thecontractingadministrationsshall exchangea list of thearticleswhich
are prohibited in their country.

(3) Any parcel, the contentsof which are found to be prohibited in terms
of the foregoing, shall be disposedof in accordancewith the internal regulations
of the country concerned.

(4) If a parcel be found to contain a letter suchletter shall be surcharged
with double the letter rate of postageand the amount of surchargeshall accrue
to the country of destination.

No. 4176
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Article 9

CANCELLATION OF CUSTOMSAND OTHER NON-POSTAL CHARGES

(1) The contractingadministrationsundertaketo use their influence with
the competentauthorities of their respectivecountries in order to obtain the
cancellationof customsand other non-postalchargeson parcels returnedto the
country of origin, abandonedby the senders,destroyedor forwardedto a third
country.

(2) Similar action is undertakenin respectof parcelslost, rifled or damaged

in their service.

Article 10

ADDRESSING OF PARCELS

(1) Everyparcel shall bear the name and addressof the personfor whom
it is intended,given with such completenessas will enabledelivery to be effected.

(2) Addressesin pencil shallnot be allowed, providedthat parcelsbearing
addresseswritten in copying pencil on a surface previously dampedshall he
accepted.

(3) The addressesshallbe written on the parcel itself or on anadhesivelabel
so firmly attachedto it that it cannotbecomedetached.

(4) The senderof a parcel shall be advisedto enclosein the parcel a copy
of the addresstogether with a note of his own address.

Article 11

CUSTOMSDECLARATIONS

(1) Everyparcelshall be accompaniedby oneor moreCustomsDeclarations
duly completedtogetherwith a despatchnote.

(2) Administrationsshallinform eachotherof their requirementsin respect
of CustomsDeclarations.

Article 12

PARCEL BILLS

(1) Parcelsexchangedbetween the contracting administrationsshall be
enteredl)y the despatchingoffice of exchangeon parcelbills in the manneragreed
upon b the administrationsconcerned. The parcel bills shall be forwarded with
the parcelsto the office of exchangeof the country of destination.

No. 4178
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(2) The parcelbills despatchedby eachoffice of exchangeshall be numbered
consecutively,commencingwith No. I for the first despatchof each calendar
year, andthesenumbersshallbe termedparcel bill numbers.

Article 13

ERRORS AND IRREGULARITIES

Everyerror, irregularity or discrepancybetweena parcel bill and the parcels
enteredthereon,which may be detecteduponthe arrival of a mail at thereceiving
office of exchangeshall be reportedby meansof a verification note, which shall
be forwarded by return mail to the despatchingoffice of exchange. The non-
receiptof a verification notewithin a reasonableperiodshall he takenas an indica-
tion that the mail hasbeenreceivedin order.

Article 14

MISSENT PARCELS

(1) Missent parcels shall be forwarded to destinationby the most direct
route at the disposalof the office transmitting them. When this retranslnission
involves the return of parcels to the office from which they were received, the
ratescreditedin the parcelbill from that office shall be cancelledandthe retrans-
mitting office of exchangeshallsimply recordthe parcelson the return parcel bill
and call attentionto the error by meansof a verification note.

(2) In other cases,if the amountcreditedis insufficient to cover the expense
of retransmissionwhich is due to the retransmitting administration,the latter
shall credit the administrationto which it handsover the parcel, with the con-
veyance chargesdue for onward transmission;furthermore, it shall make the
uncoveredamount a chargeagainst the exchangeoffice which has missent the
parcel. The exchangeoffice concernedshall be informed of the reasonfor such
claim by meansof a verification note.

Article 15

REDIRECTION

(1) Postalparcels redirectedin consequenceof a mistake by the senderor
of the removalof theaddresseefrom onecountry to anotherto whichpostalparcels
are sentshallbe subjectedby the deliveringadministrationto acharge,to bepaid
by the addressee,representingthe ratesdue to the latter administration, to the
redirecting administrationand to each intermediaryadministration, if there be
any. The redirecting administrationshall recover its quota by chargingit to
the first intermediaryadministrationor to theadministrationof thenew destination.
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(2) If, however, the amount chargeablefor the further conveyanceof a
redirectedparcel be paid at the time of its redirection,the parcel shall be dealt
with as if it had been addresseddirect from the retransmittingcountry to the
country of destination,and deliveredwithout any chargeto the addresseefor
postage.

Article 16

UNDELIVERABLE PARCELS

(1) The senderof a parcel may requestat the time of posting that if the
parcelcannotbe deliveredas addressedit may be either (a) treatedasabandoned
or (b) tenderedfor deliveryat a secondaddressin thecountryof destination. No
otheralternativeis admissible.

(2) If the senderavails himself of this facility his requestmust be indicated
in the appropriateplace in the despatchnote on the parcel,and must be in one
of the following forms:

“If undeliverableas addressed,abandon,”

“If undeliverableas addressed,deliver to.,.”

(3) In the absenceof a definite requestfor abandonment,a parcel which
is undeliverableat the original addressor atthe alternativeaddressif oneis furnish-
ed,shall,upon expiry of the periodlaid down in the regulationsof the administra-
tion of destination,be returnedto the sender without previous notification and
at his expense.

(4) Parcelswhich cannotbe delivered,returnedto the sender,or otherwise
disposedof or which havebeenabandonedby the senders,shallnot be sent back
to the countryof origin, but shall be dealtwith in accordancewith the regulations
.of the countryof destination.

(5) Any parcel,the addresseeof which hasleft for a country to which postal
parcelscannot be forwarded from the country of original destination, shall be
‘dealt with as “undeliverable”.

Article 17

DETERIORATION OF CONTENTS

Where the deteriorationor imminent corruptionof the contentsof a parcel
is fearedthey may be sold immediately,without previousnotice or judicial for-
mality, for thebenefitof theright party, or theymaybe disposedof in suchmanner
as providedfor by the regulationsof the countryconcerned.
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Article 18

PARCELS RETURNED TO SENDER

Parcelswhich haveto be returnedto the sendershall be enteredin the parcel
bill with the addition of the word “undeliverable” in the column for remarks.
Chargesdue shall be recoveredin a like mannerto that prescribedfor redirected
parcelsin Article 15.

Article 19

RETURN OF EMPTY RECEPTACLES

Exceptwherespecialarrangementsexist for reciprocaluse,empty receptacles
must be returnedto the administrationto which they belongby the earliestcon-
venient mail. No territorial or maritime transitsare payablein respectof these
returned“Empties” and they must,as far as possible, follow the route usedon
the forward journey.

Article 20

GOVERNMENT PARCELS

Governmentparcelsshall be subjectin all respects to the conditions applicable

to ordinaryparcels.

Article 21

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN ADMINISTRATIONS

In ordinary matters relating to the preparation, transmission or correction

of parcel bills (which canbe dealtwith by meansof verification notes), the offices

of exchangeshall be the offices of correspondence,but mattersinvolving accounts
and questions other than those of detailshall be settledin communicationbetween
the chief offices of the administrations concerned.

Article 22

SETTLEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

(1) Basedon the monthlystatementsfurnishedby its exchangeoffices, each
administrationshallprepareaquarterlyaccount,in duplicate,showingthe credits
for parcels mails received from the other administration.

These quarterly accounts shall be exchanged between the two administra-
tions for verification and acceptance.
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(2) The totalsof the quarterly accountspreparedand acceptedby the two
postaladministrationsshall be included by the administrationof the Union of
South Africa in a quarterly general account,of which two copies shall be sent
to the Austrian administration. Upon verification and acceptance,the Austrian
administrationshall return one duly acceptedcopy.

(3) The balanceof the generalaccountshall be settledwithin three months
of the date of receipt of the accountby the debtoradministration. Upon expiry
of this period, theamountsshallbearinterestat therateof five percentperannum,
reckoning from the first day after expiry of the period. The payment should
be regardedashaving beenmade from the date on which the relative instrument
of payment is issued.

(4) Remittanceshallbe effectedin accordancewith the paymentagreements
in force in each case betweenthe countries of the contracting administrations,
or underconditions mutually agreedupon.

(5) Expensesinvolved in effecting remittancesshall be chargeableto the
debtoradministration.

Article 23

MATTERS NOT PROVIDED FOR IN THE AGREEMENT

All mattersconcerningthe exchangeof parcelsbetweenthecontractingadmi-
nistrationsnot coveredby this agreementshallbe governedby the internal regula-
tions of the Union of SouthAfrica andAustria,accordingto the country involved.

Article 24

ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THE AGREEMENT

This Agreementshall be consideredas having come into force on the first
day of January, 1958, andshall remain in force until terminatedby either party
giving to the other party twelve months’ notice, in writing, to terminatethe same.

EXECUTED in duplicate in the English language. Signed at Ottawa this
26thday of September1957.

For the Postal Administration For the Postal Administration
of the Union of South Africa: of Austria:

(Signed)L. C. BURKE (Signed)Dr. SCHAGINGER
Postmaster-General Director-General
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