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No. 4540. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN FINLAND AND THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA ON THE VISA FACILITIES FOR
NON-IMMIGRANTS. WASHINGTON, 15 AUGUST 1958

I

5618

Washington,D. C., August 15, 1958
Your Excellency,

With referenceto recentconversationsbetweentheFinnish Embassyand
the Departmentof State concerning the visa facilities for non-immigrants
between Finland and the United Statesof America, I havethe honour to
proposethat the following agreementbe effectedbetweenthe Governmentof
Finlandandthe Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America.

1. Endeavouring,as foreseenin the Convention betweenFinland, Denmark,
Norway and Swedenmadeon July 12, 1957 in Copenhagen,regardingthe abolitionof
passportcontrolat theinter-Nordicfrontiers,to applytheprincipleof adoptingacommon
policy in the requirementof visas,the Finnish Governmenton andafterSeptember15,
1958 will waive visa requirementsfor American citizensproceedingas bona-fide non-
immigrantsto Finlandwhentheyarein possessionof valid nationalpassports,regardless
of the periodof time for which the citizen intendsto remainin Finland. An American
citizen, who desiresto take employmentin Finland, will be requiredto apply for a
labourpermit which shouldbe obtainedfrom a Finnish diplomaticor consularofficer.

2. Accordingto the stipulationsof the said Convention:
a) American citizens who wish to stay in Finland for a period exceedingthree

monthsafterthe entryfrom a non-Nordiccountryinto oneof the countriespartyto the
above-mentionedConventionmustapply for a residencepermit in Finland;

b) The time-limit of threemonthswill be counted from and including the date
of his lastentryinto theterritoryof anyoneof thesaidNordiccountries. A visitor who
during thelast six monthsbeforehis lastentryhasbeenstaying in oneof the Nordic
countrieswill, however,havesucha periodof staydeductedfrom thesaidperiodof three
months.

3. The presentagreementis not intendedto modify the stipulationsruling the
visafacilities of theFinnishcitizensarrivingin theUnitedStatesasagreedin thefollowing
exchangesof notesbetweentheMinistry for ForeignAffairs of Finlandandthe Embassy

1 Cameinto force on 15 September1958, in accordancewith the provisionsof the saidnotes.
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of the UnitedStatesin Helsinki: thenotesof theEmbassyNo. 39 of August26, 1955and
No. 151 of February15, 1956,andthe notesof the Ministry No. 38026of December14,
1955andNo. 23261 of February20, 1956.

4. It is understoodthat thepresentagreementdoesnotexemptFinnishandUnited
Statescitizenscoming respectivelyto the UnitedStatesandFinlandfrom the necessity
of complyingwith the lawsandregulationsof thecountryconcernedregardingthe entry,
residence(temporaryor permanent)andemploymentor occupationof foreigners.

If the United StatesGovernment is preparedto accept the foregoing
provisions, I havethehonourto suggestthat this Note and Your Excellency’s
reply,in similarterms,shouldberegardedasconstitutinganAgreementbetween
our two Governments.

Accept, Excellency, the assurancesof my highest consideration,

Reino PALAS

Chargéd’Affaires a. i.

His ExcellencyJohnFoster Dulles
Secretaryof State
Departmentof State
Washington,D. C.

II

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

August 15, 1958
Sir:

I acknowledge the receipt of your note No. 5618 of August 15, 1958 which
reads as follows:

[See note I]

In reply, I inform you that the Government of the United States of America
concurs in the foregoing proposals of the Government of Finland and agrees
that your note and this reply shall constitutean agreementbetweenthe two
Governments.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my high consideration.

For the Secretaryof State:
Frederick JANDREY

Dr. Reino Palas
Chargéd’Affaires ad interim of Finland
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