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No. 4551. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF
CEYLON AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND EFFECTING THE FORMAL TRANSFER OF
RADIO CEYLON TO THE OWNERSHIPOF THE CEYLON
GOVERNMENT, WITH EFFECT FROM 1 MARCH 1949,
AND STATING THE AGREED BASIS OF FUTURE
BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION OPERA-
TIONS. COLOMBO, 28 FEBRUARY 1949

I

From: His Excellency Sir Walter Hankinson,K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., High
Commissionerfor the United Kingdom in Ceylon

To: The HonourableD. S. Senanayake,M.P., Prime Minister and Minister
of External Affairs, Ceylon

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM

Colombo,Ceylon,28thFebruary,1949
My dearPrime Minister,

When Colonel Kotelawala(now Sir John) visited London in April, 1948,
he discussedwith the United Kingdom authorities a proposal that Radio
S.E.A.C. (since re-namedRadio Ceylon) should be transferredfrom United
Kingdomto CeylonGovernmentownership. In his letterto ColonelKotelawala
of the 30th April, 1948, Mr. Gordon-Walkeroutlined the general conditions
under which the United Kingdom authorities consideredthat such a transfer
might be made.

2. I am glad to be ableto inform you that the United Kingdom Govern-
ment are now preparedto handover Radio Ceylonto the Ceylon Government
with effect from the 1st March, 1949, subjectto the following conditions:

(1) Until the new short-wavestationwhich is being erectedat Singaporeis ready
theCeylonGovernmentwill grantfacilitiestothe UnitedKingdomGovernmentenabling
them to continueto useRadioCeylonfor a maximumof 8 1/~hoursa day, initially from
08.30hoursG.M.T. to 17.00G.M.T. daily. It is expectedthat the newstationwill be
readyin about21/2 years from now.

Cameinto force on 1 March 1949, in accordancewith the provisionsof the said notes.



272 United Nations — Treaty Series 1958

(2) The CeylonGovernmentwill bewilling to considerplacingat United Kingdom
Governmentdisposalfacilities in additionto those referredto at (1) above.

(3) After the new station at Singaporeis readythe Ceylon Governmentwill be
preparedin principle to grantsimilar facilities to United Kingdom Governmentthough
notfor sucha long periodeachday.

(4) The B.B.C.who will beentrustedby the UnitedKingdomGovernmentwith the
broadcastsduring the 81/2 hoursmentionedin (I) aboveandsuchextrahoursas maybe
agreedfrom timeto timeunder(2) abovewill be entirely responsiblefor all programme
costs arising from their operationsduring thesehours. It will be for the B.B.C. to
decideto what extentstaffemployedby them is sentoutfrom the United Kingdomor
engagedlocally. No cost in respectof theseactualprogrammeswill fall on the Ceylon
Government. The Ceylon Governmentwill make available to the B.B.C. on Ceylon
Governmentpremisestwo studios(on which the B.B.C. would havepriority but not
exclusiveuse)togetherwith necessaryancillaryandoffice accommodationandwill provide
engineeringservicesfor recordingand studio operations. The B.B.C. will repaythe
Ceylon Governmentthe actual costs incurred in the provision of thesefacilities. In
addition the United Kingdom Governmentwill arrangefor the paymentof an hourly
rentalto theCeylon Governmentbasedon theCost whichwill beincurredby theCeylon
Governmenton energisingandoperatingthe transmitting stationduring thehoursit is
being usedby the B.B.C. and providing for the necessarymaintenance&c. Included
in suchcostwould be theuseof anylines ownedby the Ceylon Government. The big
figureswill be agreedin negotiationbetweenthe two Governments. The intention is
that no expenditureshould fall on theCeylon Governmentin respectof thetime used
by theB.B.C.; andconverselythatno expenditureshould fall on the United Kingdom
Governmentin respectof operatingcosts for the station (eitherfor energisingor for
maintenanceor for programmes)outsidethesehours. During suchtime as theUnited
Kingdom Governmentare the sole usersof Radio Ceylonthe incidenceof costof re-
placementof major capitalequipmentnot coveredby the agreedrental figure referred
to in this sub-paragraphwill be left open for negotiationon an ad hoc basis. These
ad hoc negotiationswill take into accountthe probablelife of the equipmentandthe
proportionof benefitthatwill accrueto theUnited Kingdom andCeylon Governments.

(5) During thecourseof theperiodreferredto at (1) abovetheCeylon Government
will not initiate commercialbroadcastsfrom RadioCeylon without consultationwith the
United Kingdom Government. If suchbroadcastsare undertakenfrom Radio Ceylon
the United Kingdom andother Commonwealthcustomerswill be given preferencein
so far as allocationof time is concernedon termsgenerallyapplicableto all customers.

(6) The B.B.C, broadcaststransmittedover Radio Ceylon will not be directedto
the populationof Ceylon. They will consistof:

(A) Rebroadcastsof B.B.C. programmestransmitted from the United Kingdom in
English andotherlanguagesfor Asian audiences.

(B) Other programmesoriginated in Ceylon and wholly in English with the possible
exceptionof
(i) short programmesfor theGhurka Forces;

No. 45~1
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(ii) shortprogrammesfor the CeylonesePioneersin Malayaarrangedin consultation
with the Ceylon authorities.

(C) Programmeslocally originated but transmittedwith the specific agreementof the
CeylonGovernment.

The United Kingdom Governmentrecognisethe right reservedby the Ceylon
Governmentto give formal approvalto thescheduleof broadcastsfrom Radio Ceylon.
The B.B.C. will keepin touchwith theCeylon authoritieslocally abouttheir operations
overRadioCeylon. ShouldtheCeylonGovernmentfind it necessarytomakerepresenta-
tions in regardto theB.B.C.’s programmesoperations(apartfrom minor matterswhich
can be settledlocally) they will communicatewith the United Kingdom Government.

(7) TheUnitedKingdomGovernmentwill asktheB.B.C.to usetheir bestendeavours
to assistin anywaythatmay berequiredin making availableasmall numberof technical
staffshouldthisbe requiredby the Ceylon Governmentor to assistwith the trainingof
staff.

(8) The transfer relatesto technicalequipmentand plant in Ekala including all
masts,aerialsandengines,generalequipment,theonehundredkilowatt transmitterand
oneof the734 kilowatt transmittersandexcludesthe remaining transmittersand their
immediately associatedequipment. These latter transmitters are required for use
elsewhere. Sufficient studio equipmentto enablethe Ceylon Governmentto operate
thestationwill betransferredandasimilar amountwill beretainedfor usein connection
with the B.B.C. operations. All other studio equipmentwill be withdrawn. There
is also somedomesticequipmentat Ekala which could be transferredto the Ceylon
Governmentif required. Details of all equipmentto be transferredwill be subjectto
local settlementlater.

3. I should be glad to learn from you that the Ceylon Governmentare
preparedto acceptthe transferof RadioCeylonto their ownershipon thecondi-
tions statedabove. If so I suggestthat this letter and your reply should be
regardedas effecting the formal transferof Radio Ceylonto the ownershipof
the Ceylon Governmentwith effect from the 1st March, 1949, andstating the
agreedbasisof future B.B.C. operations.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed)W. C. HANKINSON

No. 4551
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II

From: The HonourableD. S. Senanayake,M.P., Prime Minister andMinister
of ExternalAffairs, Ceylon

To: His ExcellencySir Walter Hankinson,K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., I-ugh
Commissioner for the United Kingdom in Ceylon

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Colombo, Ceylon, 28th February,1949
My dear High Commissioner,

I acknowledgethe receipt of your letter dated 28th February, 1949, and
confirm that the Ceylon Governmentare preparedto accept the transfer of
Radio Ceylonto their ownershipon the conditionsset out in your letterwhich
are repeatedbelow. I also agreethat your letter andthis reply of mine should
be regardedas effecting the formal transferof Radio Ceylon to the ownership
of the Ceylon Governmentwith effect from 1st of March, 1949, and stating
the agreedbasisof future B.B.C. operations:

CoNDITIoNs

[See noteI]

Yours sincerely,

(Signed)D. S. SENANAYAKE
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