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No. 4552. TRADE AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERN-
MENT OF JAPAN AND THE GOVERNMENT OF CEY-
LON. SIGNED AT COLOMBO, ON 6 SEPTEMBER 1952

Moved by a desire to promoteandenlarge commerceandtradebetween
the two countriesat the highestpossiblelevel, and,in orderto further this end,
to makefull useof the SterlingPaymentsAgreementconcludedon 31stAugust,
1951,2 the Governmentof Ceylon and the Governmentof Japanhaveagreed
as follows

1. All paymentsin connexionwith the export or import of goods and
commoditiesandservicesbetweenthetwo countriesshallbe settledin sterling
in accordancewith the aforementionedSterlingPaymentsAgreement.

2. Import andexport licences,wherenecessary,shallbe grantedby either
countryto the highestpossibleextentin accordancewith thelaws andregulations
in force in eithercountry from time to time.

3. Both Governmentswill inform eachotherof changesin their exportand
import policies andregulationsas andwhen suchchangesare madeand when
necessaryenter into consultationin respectof any mattersarising from or in
connexionwith the tradebetweenthe two countries.

4. Lists of someof the itemsof goodsavailablefor export from eachof the
two countriesto the other,which areattachedhereto,shallnot beconstruedas
excluding the exchangeto the maximum possibleextent of othergoodswhich
arenot itemized.

5. This Agreementshall be effective for an indefinite period from the
dateof its signature. This Agreementmay be terminatedat any time by the
requestof either Governmentupon ninety day’s notice in writing,

DONE in duplicateat Colombo on the 6th day of September,1952.

For the Governmentof Ceylon: For the Governmentof Japan:

(Signed)M. F. DE S. JAYARATNE (Signed)Tetsuo BAN

Cameinto force on 6 September1952, thedateof signature,in accordancewith paragraph5.
See Sterling PaymentsAgreementof 31 August 1951 betweenthe United Kingdom of

GreatBritain and Northern Ireland andJapan:United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 149, p. 227;
Vol. 160, p. 411, andVol. 186, p. 342.
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LIST OF GOODS AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT FROM JAPAN TO CEYLON

Cement.
Steel, ferrous and non-ferrous manu-

factures including the following pro-
ducts:
Bars and rods,
Platesandsheets,
Galvanizedand corrugatedsheets,
Building steel,
Barbedwire,
Barbedwire fencing,
Wire nails,
Hoop iron,
Holloware enamelledor tinned.

Machineryof all kinds including electrical
and textile machinery.

Sewingmachines.
Electrical goodsand accessoriesincluding

wirelessapparatus.
Office appliances.
Scientific and photographicgoods,instru-

ments,clocksand watches.
Bicycles.
Tyres and tubes of motor vehicles and

bicycles.
Lampsand lanterns.
Tea and other chests including metal

fittings for them.

Cotton yarnandcotton thread.
Silk andartificial silk piece goods.

Artificial silk yardand thread.
Umbrellas.
Foodstuffs including chillies,

onionsand tinned food.

Fruit, freshand tinned.
Beer, ale and porter.

LIST OF GOODS AVAILABLE FOR EXPORT FROM CEYLON TO JAPAN

Tea.
Rubber.
Rubberlatex.
Copra.
Desiccatedcononut.
Coir fibre, bristleand mattress.
Coir yarn.

Graphite.
Cocoa.
Papain.
Citronella oil.
Cinnamonoil.
Oil seeds(sesame,&c.).

Cottonmanufacturesincludingpiecegoods
(bleached, dyed, grey and printed)
garmentsand banians.

potatoes,

Porcelainand chinaware.
Glass and glassware including window

glass.
Paper, printing and packing, and other

stationery.
Chemicals.
Paintsandcolours.
Acids includingaceticand formic.
Camphor.
Sulphur.
Gramophonesand electrical instruments.
Toys.
Haberdashery.
Othersundries.
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS REGARDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE,
MOST-FAVOURED-NATION TREATMENT AND CEYLONIZA-
TION OF TRADE

I

Letter dated 6th September,1952, from Mr. Tetsuo Ban, Chargé d’Affaires
ad interim of theLegationofJapanin Ceylonto Mr. M. F. de S. Jayaratne,
Acting PermanentSecretary,Ministry of Commerceand Trade, Government
of Ceylon

6th September,1952
Sir,

I havethe honourto inform your that the Governmentof Japanis prepared
to encourageJapanesecompaniesand individuals to place their experienceat
the disposalof interestedpartiesof Ceylon. The Governmentof Japanwill
assistin arrangingfor contractsin this field with the understandingthat such
contractswill be madedirectly betweenthe partiesconcernedon a commercial
basis in accordancewith the regulationsin force from time to time. The
Governmentof Japanwill further afford assistance,wherever possible or
necessary,in the training of Ceylonesetechniciansin Japan.

I shall be grateful for your acknowledgementof this letter.

I beg you, Sir, to acceptthe renewedassuranceof my high consideration.

(Signed) Tetsuo BAN
Chargéd’Affaires ad interim

of the Legationof Japanin Ceylon

M. F. de S. Jayaratne,Esq.
Acting PermanentSecretary
Ministry of CommerceandTrade
Governmentof Ceylon
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II

Letter dated6th September,1952, from Mr. M. F. de S. Jayaratne,Acting
PermanentSecretary, Ministry of Commerceand Trade, Governmentof
Ceylon,to Mr. TetsuoBan, Chargéd’Affaires ad interim of the Legation of
Japanin Ceylon

THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND TRADE
NEW SECRETARIAT

COLOMBO

6th September,1952
Sir,

I havethe honourto acknowledgethe receiptof your letter of today’sdate
readingas follows

[See letter I]

I beg you, Sir, to acceptthe renewedassuranceof my high consideration.

(Signed)M. F. DE S. JAYARATNE

Acting PermanentSecretary
Ministry of CommerceandTrade

Governmentof Ceylon
TetsuoBan, Esq.
Chargéd’Affaires ad interim

of the Legation of Japan in Ceylon

III

Letter dated 6th September,1952, from Mr. M. F. de S. Jayaratne, Acting
PermanentSecretary, Ministry of Commerce and Trade, Governmentof
Ceylon, to Mr. Tetsuo Ban, Chargé d’Affaires ad interim of the Legation
of Japanin Ceylon

THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND TRADE
NEW SECRETARIAT

COLOMBO

6th September,1952
Sir,

I havethe honour to inform you that the Governmentof Ceylon will on
the basisof reciprocity, from this date:

(1) treat Japanesenationalswho wish to enter and to engagein businessor
trade in Ceylon not less favourably than nationalsof any third country
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in the matterof entry and residencepermits,the procedurebeing governed
by the Immigrants and EmigrantsAct No. 20 of 1948 of Ceylon.

(2) allow merchantvesselsof Japanto enjoy in Ceylonports opento commercial
traffic, in respectof free access,taxes,charges,duties,bunkeringand other
servicesor facilities, thesametreatmentasis or maybeaccordedto merchant
vesselsof any third country. This undertakingwill, however, not apply
to coastaltraffic.

(3) grant Japan,with respectto all matters relating to (a) customsdutiesand
chargesof every kind imposedon or in connexionwith importation or
exportation, (b) chargesimposedon the internationaltransferof payment,
(c) themethodof levying suchdutiesandchargesand(d) therules,formalities
and conditions in connexionwith importation and exportation, the same
treatmentas is or may be accordedto any third country. The term “any
third country” in this undertaking,in its application to customsduties,
excludes the British Commonwealthof Nations, Burma and Eire with
which countriesCeylon has preferential duty arrangements.

I shallbe grateful for your confirmationthat the Governmentof Japanwill
accordthe sametreatmentas statedabovein respectof the samematter.

I begyou, Sir, to acceptthe renewedassuranceof my high consideration.

(Signed)M. F. DE S. JAYARATNE

Acting PermanentSecretary
Ministry of CommerceandTrade

Governmentof Ceylon
Tetsuo Ban, Esq.
Chargéd’Affaires ad interim

of the Legation of Japanin Ceylon

IV

Letter dated6th September,1952,from Mr. Tetsuo Ban, Chargé d’Affaires ad
interim of the Legation of Japanin Ceylon to Mr. M. F. de S. Jayaratne,
Acting PermanentSecretary,Ministry of Commerceand Trade, Government
of Ceylon

6th September,1952
Sir,

I havethe honourto acknowledgethe receiptof your letterof today’sdate
readingas follows:

[See letter III]
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2. I havethe pleasureto confirm that the Governmentof Japanwill, on
the basisof reciprocity,from this date—

(1) treat Ceylonesenationalswho wish to enter and to engagein businessor
trade in Japannot less favourably than nationals of any third country in
the matter of entry and residencepermits, the procedurebeing governed
by the Immigration Law of 1951 and the Alien RegistrationLaw of 1952
of Japan.

(2) allow merchantvesselsof Ceylonto enjoy in Japaneseports open to com-
mercial traffic, in respectof free access,taxes, charges,duties, bunkering
andotherservicesor facilities, the sametreatmentasis or may be accorded
to merchantvesselsof any third country. This undertakingwill, however,
not apply to coastaltraffic.

(3) grant Ceylon, with respectto all matters relating to (a) customsduties
and chargesof every kind imposedon or in connexionwith importation
or exportation,(b) chargesimposedon theinternationaltransferof payment,
(c) the methodof levying suchdutiesandchargesand(d) therules,formalities
and conditions in connexionwith importation and exportation, the same
treatmentas is or may be accordedto any third country.

I beg you, Sir, to acceptthe renewedassuranceof my high consideration.

(Signed)TetsuoBAN
Chargéd’Affaires ad interim

of the Legation of Japanin Ceylon
M. F. de S. Jayaratne,Esq.
Acting PermanentSecretary
Ministry of CommerceandTrade
Governmentof Ceylon

V

Letter dated 6th September,1952,from Mr. TetsuoBan, Chargé d’Affaires ad
interim of the Legation of Japanin Ceylon to Mr. M. F. de S. Jayaratne,
ActingPermanentSecretary,Ministry of Commerceand Trade, Government
of Ceylon

6th September,1952
Sir,

I havethehonourto statethatthe JapaneseGovernmentis deeplyconcerned
over the policy of the Ceylon Governmentannouncedin early Novemberlast
year reservingto the Ceylonesethe exclusive right of importationof Japanese
goods.
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The JapaneseGovernmenthasunderstandingon and sympathywith the
intention of the Ceylon Governmentto promotethe trade activities of its na-
tionals. The JapaneseGovernment, however, regrets that the so-called
Ceylonizationof the Import Tradeis carriedout in a way discriminatoryagainst
Japan.

The JapaneseGovernmenttakes note of the statementby the Ceylon
RepresentativeduringtheTradeTalks to the effect thatthe CeylonGovernment
will keepthe aforesaidpolicy under continualreviewso that correctiveaction
maybe takenin the eventof importsfrom Japanbeingconsiderablydecreased
andconsumerinterestsbeing prejudiced.

In this connexionthe JapaneseGovernmentherebyreservesits position
with respectto the subject matter.

I shallbe grateful for your acknowledgementof this letter.

I begyou, Sir, to acceptthe renewedassuranceof my high consideration.

(Signed)TetsuoBAN
Chargéd’Affaires ad interim

of theLegationof Japanin Ceylon

M. F. de S. Jayaratne,Esq.
Acting PermanentSecretary
Ministry of CommerceandTrade
Governmentof Ceylon

VI

Letter dated 6th September,1952, from Mr. M. F. de S. Jayaratne, Acting
PermanentSecretary, Ministry of Commerceand Trade, Government of
Ceylon, to Mr. TetsuoBan, Chargéd’Affaires ad interim of the Legationof
Japanin Ceylon

THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND TRADE

NEW SECRETARIAT

COLOMBO

6th September,1952
Sir,

I havethehonourto acknowledgethe receiptof your letter of today’sdate
readingas follows:

[See letter V]
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I beg you, Sir, to acceptthe renewedassuranceof my high consideration.

(Signed)M. F. DE S. JAYARATNE
Acting PermanentSecretary

Ministry of CommerceandTrade
Governmentof Ceylon

TetsuoBan, Esq.
Chargéd’Affaires ad interim

of the Legationof Japanin Ceylon
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