
No. 4180

NEW ZEALAND (IN RESPECT
OF NEW ZEALAND’S ISLAND TERRITORIES

and WESTERN SAMOA)
and

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND (IN RESPECTOF FIJI,

WESTERN PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION and TONGA)

Agreement (with appendix) for the continued operation
of aSouthPacificHealthService. Signedat Wellington,
on 20 September 1957, at Apia, on 26 September
1957, at Suva. on 15 November 1957, at Nukualofa,
on 2 December1957, and at Honiara, on 10 January
1958

Official text: English.

Registeredby NewZealandon 25 February1958.



106 United Nations — Treaty Series 1958

No. 4180. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTOF
NEW ZEALAND (IN RESPECT OF NEW ZEALAND’S
ISLAND TERRITORIES AND WESTERN SAMOA) AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND (IN RE-
SPECT OF FIJI, WESTERN PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION
AND TONGA) FOR THE CONTINUED OPERATION OF
A SOUTH PACIFIC HEALTH SERVICE. SIGNED AT
WELLINGTON, ON 20 SEPTEMBER 1957, AT APIA, ON
26 SEPTEMBER 1957, AT SUVA, ON 15 NOVEMBER 1957,
AT NUKUALOFA, ON 2 DECEMBER 1957,AND AT HONIA-
RA, ON 10 JANUARY 1958

WHEREAS, on the 7th day of September,1946 the Governmentof Fiji, the
Western Pacific High Commission, acting for and on behalf of the Gilbert and
Ellice Islands Colony and the British Solomon Islands Protectorate,and the
Governmentof New Zealand,acting in respectof New Zealand’sIslandTerritories
including Western Samoa,desiring to combine for the more effective protection
of the health of the peoplein the Territories under their administration,entered
into an Agreementfor the establishmentof a SouthPacific Health Service,2

AND WHEREAS on the 11th day of June,1951~the Governmentof Fiji, the
Western Pacific High Commissionand the Governmentof New Zealand entered
into a further Agreementfor the continuedoperationof the South Pacific Health
Servicereplacingthe Agreementof 7 September,1946,2

AND WHEREAS the said Agreementof the 11th day of June, 1951 provided
that it shouldcontinuein force until the 31stday of December,1954,

AND WHEREAS with the concurrenceof the partiesthereto,the said Agreement
of the 11th day of June, 1951 has neverthelesscontinuedto havefull effect up
to the dateof the entry into force of the presentAgreement,

AND WHEREAS the said Agreementof the 11th day of June,1951 applied to
the Colony of Fiji, to the Kingdom of Tonga and to the severalWestern Pacific

Cameinto force on 10 January1958, the date of the last signature, in accordancewith
article 14 (1).
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and New ZealandTerritories for and on behalf of, or in respectof which it was
signed,

AND WHEREAS it is desiredto make provision for the continued operation
of the South Pacific Health Servicein accordancewith the provisionscontained
in the presentAgreement,

AND WHEREAS it is desiredthat the Governmentof Tongaandthe Government
of WesternSamoashouldbe joined aspartiesto the presentAgreement,

AND WHEREAS the Governmentof Fiji, the WesternPacificHigh Commission
andthe Governmentof Tongaare authorizedto concludethe presentAgreement
by the Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland,

AND WHEREAS the Governmentof WesternSamoais authorizedto conclude
the presentAgreementby the Governmentof New Zealand,

Now THEREFORE the Governmentof Fiji, the WesternPacific High Commis-
sion, the Governmentof New Zealand,theGovernmentof Tonga,andthe Govern-
ment of WesternSamoa(hereinafterreferredto as “the participatingAdministra-
tions”) agreeas follows

1. The South Pacific Health Service shall extendand apply to the Territories
namedin the 1 hereto,andmay,by agreementbetweenthe Participating
Administrations,be extendedand appliedto other Pacific IslandTerritories.

2. TheSouthPacificBoardof Health,establishedpursuantto the said Agreement
of the 7th day of September,1946, (hereinafterreferredto as “the Board”) shall
continueto superviseandcontrol the SouthPacificHealth Service.

3. The Boardshall consist of:

(a) The Inspector-General,South Pacific Health Service, appointed under
Article 8 of the presentAgreement (hereinafterreferred to as “the Inspector-
General”)who shall be Chairmanof the Board;

(b) The Director of Medical Services, Fiji or (whenever the same person
holdsoffice as Inspector-Generalandas Director of Medical Services,Fiji) a person
Dominatedby the Governorof Fiji;

(c) The Director-Generalof the Departmentof Health, New Zealand,or his
representative

(d) The Director, Division of Nursing of the Departmentof Health, New
Zealand,or her representative;

(e) A personnominatedby the High Commissionerfor the WesternPacific;

(/) A personnominatedby the Premierof Tonga;
(g) A personnominatedby the High Commissionerof WesternSamoa.

1 Sec P. 118 of this volume.
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4. (1) Meetings of the Board shall be held at those times and placeswhich the
Boardor the Chairmanmayfrom time to timedetermine:providedthat a meeting
(hereinafterreferred to as “the Annual Meeting”) shall be held at leastonceduring
eachyear as near as possibleto the month of June; and provided also that at
leasteachalternatemeetingshall be held in Suva.

(2) At any meetingof the Board, four membersof the Board shallconstitute
a quorum, provided that one of those membersshall be the personappointed
undersub-paragraph(e) or sub-paragraph(/) or sub-paragraph(g) of Article 3.

(3) At any meetingof theBoard, the Chairmanshall havea deliberativevote
and, in caseof equalityof votes,shall also havea castingvote; and the decision
of the majority of memberspresentshallbe the decisionof the Board.

(4) The Boardmay invite observersto attendany of its meetings.

5. The headquartersof theBoardshall be locatedin Suva.

6. The Boardshallhavethe powerto establishandmaintainoffice premisesand
shall employ the clerical and other office staff wijich it may from time to time
deemnecessary.

7. The functions of the Board shall be:
(a) to advisethe Participating Administrations on all health matterswithin

their Territories
(b) to collect information in regard to the incidence of diseasewithin the

Territories of the ParticipatingAdministrations, and to ensurethe transmission
of relevantinformation to the ParticipatingAdministrations;

(c) to revise from time to time the standardcode for quarantinereporting
which has been drawn up by the Board for the guidanceof the Participating
Administrations;

(d) to assistthe ParticipatingAdministrationsin maintainingadequatemedi~
cal, nursing andsanitarystaff;

(e) to nominatea personor personsto act on behalfof theBoard in selecting
candidatesfor appointmentto the South PacificHealthService;

(/) to encourage,coordinateand,if necessary,initiate medicalresearchwithin
the Territoriesof the ParticipatingAdministrations

(g) to advise the Participating Administrations in all matters relating to
the training of Assistant Medical Practitioners, Nurses, Sanitary Inspectors,
Techniciansand auxiliary health personnel;

(Ii) to makerecommendationsto the ParticipatingAdministrationsasregards
the conditionsof service,including the salaryscales,of all gradesof medical and
healthpersonnel

(i) to considerthe estimatesof expenditurepresentedto it by the Inspector-
General,and to establishits annual budget;
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(j) generally to carry out thoseenquiriesand to do all those things or acts
which in the opinion of the Board are necessaryfor the purposeof assistingthe
ParticipatingAdministrationsin the more effective control of diseaseand in the
promotionof healthwithin their Territories

8. (1) The Inspector-Generalshall be a medical practitioner appointedby the
Secretaryof State for the Coloniesin consultationwith the Governmentof New
Zealand.

(2) For the purposesof his personalservice,pay and discipline, he shall be
subject to the authority of the Governorof Fiji who is the representativeof the
Secretaryof Statefor the Colonies.

(3) The Inspector-Generalshall be the chief executiveofficer of the Board.

9. The dutiesof the Inspector-Generalshallbe:

(a) to visit the Territories of the Participating Administrations at regular
intervals and on request,at any time, and generally to keephimself per~onaily
familiar with the medical and health problemsof thoseTerritories

(b) subject to the generaldirection of the Board, to arrangefor the transfer
or temporary secondrncntof medicaland health personnelto the Territories of
the ParticipatingAdministrations,or uponthe requestof a ParticipatingAdminis-
tration for the replacementof all or any of thosepersonnel;

(c) to consultwith the Director-General,Departmentof Health, NewZealand,
in regardto the requirementsfor New Zealandnursesfor secondmentto the Terri-
tories of the ParticipatingAdministrationsandto obtain his adviceon all matters
relating to the terms and conditionsof service and the posting of those nurses
within thoseTerritories

(d) to consult with Participating Administrations concerning disciplinary
actionwhich they may from time to time considernecessaryin respectof medical
officers transferredor temporarily secondedto their Territories

(e) to obtain regularreturnsof infectiousdiseasesfrom the Territoriesof the
ParticipatingAdministrationstogetherwith thoseother reportswhich may from
time to time be necessary,and to ensurethat that information is transmittedto
the Board and to all the ParticipatingAdministrations;

(f) to establishand maintain the necessarycontactwith the World Health
Organizationandthe South Pacific Commission

(g) from time to time to preparethosespecialreportson medical, healthand
allied problemswhich the Boardmay require or which, at his discretion,he may
deemnecessary

(Ii) to prepare,for the considerationof the Board at the Annual Meeting,
estimatesof expenditure for the following year in connection with the clerical
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andotheroffice staff of the Boardandwith all otheractivities sponsoredby the
Board, andto submit thoseestimatesfor study by the ParticipatingAdministra-
tions prior to the Annual Meeting;

(i) to ensurethat action taken, and recommendationsmade, by the Board
arebrought to the notice of all the ParticipatingAdministrationsconcerned.

10. (1) The Board may appoint an Assistant Inspector-General,South Pacific
HealthService(hereinafterreferredto as “the AssistantInspector-General”).The
AssistantInspector-Generalshallbea medicalpractitioner andshall be appointed
on the conditions andwith the powers and duties which the Board may from
time to time determine.

(2) The Inspector-Generalmay from time to time, either generallyor parti-
cularly, delegateto theAssistantInspector-Generalall or any of his powers,duties
andfunctions underArticles 9 and 12 of the presentAgreement. Subject to any
generalor specialdirectionsgivenor conditionsattachedby the Inspector-General,
the AssistantInspector-Generalmay exercisethose powersin the samemanner
andwith the sameeffect as if they hadbeenconferredon him directly by thepre-
sentAgreementandnotby delegation. Everydelegationunderthis sub-paragraph
shall be revocableat will, and no such delegationshall prevent the exerciseof
any power by the Inspector-General. Any such delegationshall, until revoked,
continuein force, notwithstandingthe fact that the Inspector-Generalby whom
it was mademay haveceasedto hold office and shall continueto haveeffect as
if madeby the successorin office of that Inspector-General.

11. In the dischargeof their dutiesas such,the Inspector-Generalandthe Assis-
tant Inspector-Generalshall exercisetheir functions in respectof the Territories
of all the ParticipatingAdministrationsin equalmeasure,andshallnotberegarded
as having a specialresponsibility towardsany one ParticipatingAdministration.

12. The presentAgreementis enteredinto on the understandingthat:
(a) The Board will appoint to the South Pacific Health Service a sufficient

numberof medicalofficers to form apoolwhich, in the opinion of the Board,with
the concurrenceof the ParticipatingAdministrations,is capableof providing the
ParticipatingAdministrationswith adequatehealthservices;

(b) The poolwill be basedon the headquartersof the Board,andthe Partici-
patingAdministrationswill drawtheir medicalofficers from it on a systemof trans-
fer or temporarysecondment. If the poolis at any timeunableto provide for the
requirementsof any ParticipatingAdministration, that ParticipatingAdministra-
tion may itself appoint to its healthserviceamedicalofficer or officers: provided
that anymedicalofficer soappointedshall be eligible for appointmentto the pool;

(c) Thepoolwill berecruitedin part on the basisof a short-termappointment;
in part by the Secretaryof Statefor the Coloniesandin part from medicalofficers
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appointedto the health service of any ParticipatingAdministration pursuantto
subparagraph(b) of this Article. Membersof the pool who were not recruitedby
the Secretaryof Statefor the Coloniesmay begiven a permanentandpensionable
appointmentto Her Majesty’s OverseasCivil Service, if they so desire and are
acceptedfor that appointmentby the Secretaryof State;

(ci) The ParticipatingAdministration to whose Territories a medical officer
is transferredor temporarilysecondedat any time will be responsiblefor the full
costs involved. Thesecosts shallinclude, for example,his salary,local travelling
expenses,leave with pay, and pension contribution, but shall not include the
expensesof the medical officer in travelling betweenthe headquartersof the
Board and the Territory of a ParticipatingAdministration. The latter expenses
shall be borne in accordancewith arrangementsmade in each casebetweenthe
Board and the ParticipatingAdministration or Administrations concerned

(c) When any ParticipatingAdministrationconsidersthat disciplinary action
is necessaryin respectof medical officers transferredor temporarily secondedto
its Territories, it will refer the full facts of the caseto the Inspector-Generalfor
his opinion before final action is taken;

(f) The Boardwill maintaina poolof nursesbasedon NewZealandfor second-
ment to the Territories of the ParticipatingAdministrations. The secondmentof
nurseswill be arrangedby the Director, Division of Nursing, New Zealand,in
consultationwith the Inspector-General. If, at any time, the pool of nursesis
unableto provide for the requirementsof any ParticipatingAdministration, that
ParticipatingAdministrationmay recruit nursesfrom elsewhere.

13. The Participating Administrationsshall be responsiblefor the payment of
the actualexpensesof the Board in eachyear in the following proportions:

Governmentof Fiji Seven-sixtcenths
WesternPacificHigh Commission One-quarter
Governmentof Tonga One-sixteenth
Governmentof WesternSamoa One-eighth
Governmentof New Zealand One-eighth

14. (1) The presentAgreement,which replacesthe Agreementof the 11th day
of June,1951, shall enterinto force on the dateon which all the Participating
Administrations shall have signed the presentAgreement.

(2) After the expiration of a periodof five years from the dateof its entry
into force, this Agreementshall be subjectto review at theinstanceof any Partici-
pating Administration,upon noticebeinggiven to theotherParticipatingAdminis-
trations. The Agreementshall be reviewedby the ParticipatingAdministrations
during the calendaryear following that in which suchnotice is given.
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(3) Unless the Participating Administrations otherwise agree, the present
Agreementshall terminateat theendof the calendaryearduring which the Agree-
ment is requiredto be reviewed,pursuantto the provisionsof this Article.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the representativesof the ParticipatingAdministrations
havehereuntosubscribedtheir namesat the placesandon the dateshereinafter
mentioned.

For the Governmentof Fiji:

R. H. GARVEY

Suva, 15.11.57

Forthe WesternPacificHigh Commission

JohnGUTCH

Honiara,10thJanuary,1958

For the Governmentof Tonga:

Tu ‘IHA ‘ATEIHO

2.12.57

For the Governmentof WesternSamoa:

G. R. ROWLES

Apia, 26/9/57

For the Governmentof NewZealand:

R. M. ALGIE

Wellington, 20/9/1957

APPENDIX

Territories to wich this A greensenta~~lies:

1. Colony of Fiji
2. WesternPacific Territories

Gilbert andEllice IslandsColony
British Solomon IslandsProtectorate

3. New ZealandIsland Territories:

Cook Islands(including Niue)
Tokelau Islands

4. Kingdomof Tonga

5. WesternSamoa
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