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No. 4577. UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERNIRELAND : DECLARATION’ RECOGNIZING
AS COMPULSORY THE JURISDICTION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL COURTOF JUSTICE,IN CONFORMITY WITH
ARTICLE 36, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE STATUTE OF
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE. NEW
YORK, 26 NOVEMBER 1958

UNITED KINGDOM MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

NEW YORK

(1641/33758)
November26, 1958

Your Excellency,

I havethe honour,by directionof Her Majesty’sPrincipal Secretaryof State
forForeignAffairs, to declareon behalfof the Governmentof the United Kingdom
of GreatBritain and Northern Ireland that they accept as compulsory i/so facto
and without special convention,on condition of reciprocity, the jurisdiction of
the InternationalCourt of Justice,in conformity with paragraph2 of Article 36
of the Statuteof the Court, until suchtime as notice may be given to terminate
the acceptance,over all disputesarising after the 5th of February, 1930, with
regardto situationsorfactssubsequenttothesamedate,otherthan:

(i) disputesin regardto which the Partiesto the disputehaveagreedor shall
agreeto haverecourseto someothermethodof peacefulsettlement;

(ii) disputeswith the Governmentof any other countrywhich is a Memberof
the British Commonwealthof Nations, all of which disputesshallbe settled
in suchmanneras the Partieshaveagreedor shallagree;

(iii) disputeswith regardto questionswhichby internationallaw fall exclusively
within the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom;

(iv) disputesarisingout of eventsoccurringbetweenthe 3rd of September,1939,
andthe 2ndof September,1945;

(v) without prejudice to the operationof sub-paragraph(iv) above, disputes
arising out of, or having referenceto, any hostilities, war, stateof war, or
belligerentor military occupationin which the Governmentof the United
Kingdom are or havebeeninvolved;

1 Depositedwith theSecretary-Generalof the UnitedNationson 26 November1958.
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(vi) disputesconcerninganyquestionrelatingto or arisingoutof eventsoccurring
beforethe dateof the presentDeclarationwhich, hadthey beenthe subject
of proceedingsbrought before the InternationalCourt of Justice previous
to that date, would havebeenexcludedfrom the Court’s compulsoryjuris-
dictionunderthe secondpart of theReservationnumbered(v) in theprevious
United Kingdom Declarationdatedthe 18th of April, 1957,1 namely that
part which startedwith the words “...or relating to any question...” and
endedwith the words “...dependentterritories”

(vii) disputesrelatingto any matterexcludedfrom compulsoryadjudicationor
arbitration underany treaty, conventionor other internationalagreement
or instrumentto which the United Kingdom is aparty;

(viii) disputesin respectof which arbitral or judicial proceedingsare taking, or
havetakenplace,with any Statewhich, at the dateof the commencement
of the proceedings,had not itself acceptedthe compulsoryjurisdiction of
the InternationalCourtof Justice;and

(ix) disputesin respectof whichanyotherParty to the disputehasacceptedthe
compulsoryjurisdiction of the InternationalCourt of Justiceonly in relation
to or for the purposesof thedispute;or wherethe acceptanceof the Court’s
compulsory jurisdiction on behalf of any other Party to the disputewas
depositedor ratified less than twelve monthsprior to the filing of the appli-
cationbringingthedisputebeforetheCourt.

2. The Governmentof the United Kingdom also reservesthe right at any
time, by meansof a notification addressedto the Secretary-Generalof the United
Nations,andwith effect as from the momentof suchnotification,eitherto addto,
amendor withdraw any of the foregoingreservations,or any that mayhereafter
be added.

I havethe honourto be,with the highestconsideration,
Your Excellency’sobedientServant,

PiersonDIXON

His ExcellencyMr. Dag Hammarskjold
Secretary-Generalof theUnited Nations

1 United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 265, p. 221, and p. 385 of this volume.

No. 4577


