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No. 4597. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS
AND ETHIOPIA REGARDING THE HEADQUARTERS

OF THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION
FOR AFRICA. SIGNED AT ADDIS ABABA, ON 18 JUNE
1958

The United Nations andEthiopia, desiringto concludean agreementfor
the purposeof regulating questionsarising as a result of the decision of the
EconomicandSocial Council adoptedat its 25thSessionto establishthe Head-
quartersof the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa at Addis
Ababa,2haveagreedas follows:

Article I

DEFINITIoNs

Section1. In this Agreement:

(a) the expression“the ECA” means the United Nations Economic
Commissionfor Africa including its secretariat;

(b) The expression “the Government” means the Government of
Ethiopia;

(c) The expression”ExecutiveSecretary”meansthe ExecutiveSecretary
of the United Nations Economic Commissionfor Africa or his authorized
representative;

(d) The expression“appropriate Ethiopian authorities” means such
national, local or otherauthoritiesin Ethiopiaas may be appropriatein accord-
ancewith the laws of Ethiopia;

(e) The expression“laws of Ethiopia” includes legislative acts, decrees,
regulationsor ordersissuedby or under the authority of the Governmentor
appropriateEthiopianauthorities;

(f) The expression“Headquarters” meansthe buildings andstructures
or portions thereof which at any given momentare in fact occupied by the
United Nations Economic Commissionfor Africa;

(g) The expression“officials of the ECA” meansall membersof the
staff of the United Nations Economic Commissionfor Africa, irrespectiveof
nationality,with the exceptionof thosewho are recruitedlocally andare assigned
to hourly rates;

1 Cameinto force on 15 December1958, the date of its ratification on behalfof Ethiopia, in
accordancewith section24.

* United Nations, Official Recordsof the Economicand Social Council, Twenty-fifth Session,
SupplementNo. 1 (E/3123),p. 1, resolution 671 (XXV).
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(h) Theexpression”GeneralConvention” meansthe Conventionon the
Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations as adoptedby the General
Assembly of the United Nations of 13 February 19461 and accededto by
Ethiopiaon 22 July 1947;2

(i) The expression“representativesof Governments”shall be deemed
to include representatives,deputy representatives,advisors, technical experts
and secretariesof delegations.

Article II

CONTROL AND PROTECTION OF HEADQUARTERS

Section2. The Headquartersshall be inviolable and shall be under the

control andauthority of the ECA as provided in this Agreement.
Section3. (a) Officers or officials of Ethiopia, whetheradministrative,

judicial, military or police, shall not enter the Headquartersto perform any
official dutiesthereinexceptwith the consentof and under conditionsagreed
to by the Executive Secretary.

(b) Without prejudice to the provisions of the GeneralConventionor
of this Agreement,the ECA shallpreventthe Headquartersfrom becominga
refuge for personswho are avoiding arrestunderany law of Ethiopia, or who
are requiredby the Governmentfor extraditionto anothercountryor who are
endeavoringto avoid serviceof legal process.

Section4. (a) The appropriateEthiopianauthorities shall exercisedue
diligenceto ensurethat thetranquility of the Headquartersis not distrubedby
the unauthorizedentry of groups of personsfrom outsideor by distrubance
in its immediatevicinity, and shall causeto provide on the boundariesof the
Headquarterssuchpolice protectionas is requiredfor thesepurposes.

(b) If so requestedby the ExecutiveSecretary,the appropriateEthiopian
authorities shall provide a sufficient number of police for the preservationof
law andorder in the Headquarters,andfor the removaltherefromof personsas
requestedundertheauthority of the ExecutiveSecretary.

Article III
COMMUNICATION ~i~D TRANSPORT

Section 5. The ECA shall enjoy for its official communicationstreatment
not less favourablethan that accordedby the Governmentto any other govern-

‘United Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. 1, pp. 15 and 263; Vol. 4, p. 461; vol. 5, p. 413; Vol. 6,
p. 433; Vol. 7, p. 353; Vol. 9, p. 398; Vol. 11, p. 406; Vol. 12, p. 416; Vol. 14, p. 490; Vol. 15,
p. 442; Vol. 18, p. 382; Vol. 26, p. 396; Vol. 42, p. 354; Vol. 43, p. 335; Vol. 45, p. 318; Vol. 66,
p. 346; Vol. 70, p. 266; Vol. 173, p. 369; Vol. 177, p. 324; Vol. 180, p. 296; vol. 202, p. 320; Vol.
214, p. 348; Vol. 230, p. 427; Vol. 231, p. 347; Vol. 247, p. 384; Vol. 248, p. 358; Vol. 252, p.
308; Vol. 254, p. 404; Vol. 261, p. 373; Vol. 266, p. 363; Vol. 270, p. 372; Vol. 271, p. 382; Vol.
280, p. 346; Vol. 284, p. 361; Vol. 286, P. 329; Vol. 308, and Vol, 316.

2 United Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. 5, p. 413.
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ment or to any other internationalorganization,including foreign diplomatic
missionsin Ethiopia.

Section6. (a) No censorshipshall be appliedto the official correspond-
ence or other communicationsof the ECA. Such immunity shall extend,
without limitation by reasonof this enumeration,to publications,documents,
still andmoving pictures, films and soundrecordings;

(b) The ECA shallhavethe right to usecodesandto dispatchandreceive
official correspondenceand, without limitation by reasonof this enumeration,
publications,documents,still andmoving pictures, films andsoundrecordings,
either by courier or in sealedbagswhich shall havethe sameimmunities and
privilegesasdiplomaticcouriersandbags.

Section 7. (a) The ECA shallhavethe authority to install andoperate
at the Headquartersfor its exclusiveofficial use a radio sendingand receiving
station or stationsto exchangetraffic with the United Nationsradio network,
subjectto the provisionsof Article 45 of the InternationalTelecommunications
Conventionrelating to harmful interference. The frequencieson which any
suchstation may be operatedwill be agreedbetweenthe ECA andthe Imperial
TelecommunicationsBoardof Ethiopia andwill be duly communicatedby the
ECA to the InternationalFrequencyRegistrationBoard.

Section 8. (a) The ECA shall be entitled, for its official purposes,to
use transportationoperatedby the Governmentat the sameratesandtreatment
as may begrantedto residentdiplomaticmissions.

(b) Aircraft operatedby or for the United Nationsshall be exemptfrom
all charges,except those for actual service rendered,and from fees or taxes
incidental to the landing at, parking or on taking off from any aerodromein
Ethiopia. Exceptas limited by the precedingsentence,nothinghereinshall be
construedas exemptingsuch aircraft from full compliancewith all applicable
rules and regulationsgoverningthe operationof flights into, within, and out
of the territory of the Empire of Ethiopia.

Article IV

ACCESS AND RESIDENCE

Section9. (a) The competentEthiopian authorities shall not impede
the transit to or from the Headquartersof thefollowing persons:

(i) officials of the ECA, andtheir families;
(ii) persons,otherthan officials of the ECA, performingmissionsfor the ECA,

andtheir spouses;
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(iii) otherpersonsinvited to the Headquarterson official business;the Executive
Secretaryshallcommunicatethe namesof suchpersonsto theGovernment.

(b) This sectionshallnot apply to generalinterruptionsof transportand
shall not impedethe enforcementof the law;

(c) Visas for personsreferredto in this section,where required,shall be
grantedfree of charge;

(d) This sectionshallnot imply exemptionfrom the obligationto produce
reasonableevidenceto estab,li~hthat personsclaiming the rights grantedunder
this sectionare includedin the categoriesspecified in paragraph(a) nor from
the reasonableapplication of quarantineand health regulations.

Article V

REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERNMENTS

Section10. (a) The representativesof governments, participating in
thework of the ECA or in anyconferencewhich maybeconvenedby the United
Nationsat the Headquarters,shallbe entitledin the territory of Ethiopia,while
exercisingtheir functionsandduring theirjourneyto andfromthe Headquarters,
to the sameprivileges and immunitiesas areaccordedto diplomatic envoysof
comparablerank underinternationallaw.

(b) Residentrepresentativesof Governmentsto theECA shallbe entitled
in the territoryof Ethiopiato thesameprivilegesandimmunitiesasthe Govern-
ment accordsto diplomaticenvoysaccreditedto Ethiopia.

Article VI

OFFICIALS OF THE ECA

Section11. Officials of the ECA shall enjoy in the territory of Ethiopia
the following privilegesand immunities:

(a) Immunity from legal processin respectof words spokenor written
and all acts performedby them in their official capacity; such immunity to
continuenotwithstandingthat the personsconcernedmay haveceasedto be
officials of the ECA;

(b) Immunity from personalarrestor detention;
(c) Immunity from seizureof their personaland official baggage;

(d) Exemptionfrom taxationon the salariesandemolumentspaid to them
by the United Nations;
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(e) Immunity from national service obligations;
(f) Immunity, togetherwith membersof their families andtheir personal

employees,from immigration restrictionsandalien registration;

(g) The sameprivilegesin respectof exchangefacilities as are accorded
to the officials of comparableranksforming part of diplomatic missionsto the
Government;

(h) The samerepatriationfacilities in time of internationalcrisis, together
with membersof their families and their personalemployees,as diplomatic
envoys;

(1) Exemptionfor officials, otherthan Ethiopiannationalsand permanent
foreignresidentsof Ethiopia, from any form of direct taxationon incomederived
from sourcesoutside Ethiopia, and the freedom to maintain within Ethiopia,
or elsewhere,foreignsecurities,andother moveableand immoveableproperty,
and whilst employed by the United Nations in Ethiopia, and at the time of
termination of such employment,the right to take out of Ethiopia, funds in
non-Ethiopiancurrencieswithout any restrictionsor limitations, providedthat
the said officials can show goodcausefor their lawful possessionof suchfunds;

(j) The right to import, free of duty and other levies, prohibitions and
restrictionson imports, their furniture and effectswithin twelve monthsafter
first taking up their postin Ethiopia; the sameregulationsshallapply for other
than Ethiopian nationals and permanentforeign residentsof Ethiopia in the
case of importation, transferand replacementof automobiles,as are in force
for the residentmembersof diplomatic missionsof comparablerank.

Section12. All officials of the ECA shall be provided with a special
identity card certifying the fact that they are officials of the ECA enjoying the
privileges andimmunities specifiedin this Agreement.

Section13. (a) The Governmentshallaccordto the ExecutiveSecretary
andto suchof his immediateassistantsas maybe agreedbetweentheECA and
the Ministry of ForeignAffairs of the Governmentthe privilegesandimmunities
indicatedin paragraph2 of Article 105 of the United Nations Charter.

(b) For this purposethe ExecutiveSecretaryandthe immediateassistants
referredto in subparagraph(a) aboveshall be incorporatedby the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs into the appropriatediplomatic categoriesand shall enjoy the
customsexemptionsgrantedto such diplomatic categoriesin Ethiopia.

Section14. The privileges and immunities accordedby this article are
grantedin the interestsof the ECA and not for the personalbenefit of the
individuals themselves. The Secretary-Generalof the United Nations shall
waive the immunity of any official in any casewhere,in his opinion, suchim-
munity would impedethe courseof justice andcanbe waivedwithout prejudice
to the interestsof the ECA.

No. 4597



112 United Nations — Treaty Series 1958

Section15. The ECA shall cooperateat all times with the appropriate
authoritiesof Ethiopia to facilitate the proper administrationof justice, secure
the obs~rvanceof police regulationsand preventthe occurrenceof any abuse
in connectionwith the privileges, immunities and facilities mentionedin this
article.

Article VII
PUBLIC SERVICES AND UTILITIES

Section 16. The appropriateEthiopian authorities will exercise to the
extentrequestedby the ExecutiveSecretarythepowerswhich they possesswith
respectto thesupplying of public servicesto ensurethat the Headquartersshall
be supplied on equitableterms with the necessarypublic services,including
electricity, water,post, telephone,telegraph,transportation,drainage,collection
of refuse,fire protection, et cetera. In caseof any interruptionor threatened
interruption of any such services, the appropriateEthiopian authorities will
considerthe needsof the ECA as being of equal importancewith the similar
needsof essentialagenciesof the Government,andwill take stepsaccordingly
to ensurethat the work of the ECA is not prejudiced.

Article VIII

INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION

Section17. The provisionsof the GeneralConventionandof thisAgree-
ment,shall, wherethey relateto the samesubjectmatter, be treatedwherever
possibleas complementary,so that the provisions of both shall be applicable
and neithershall narrow the effect of the other; but in any caseof obsolute
conflict, the provisionsof this Agreementshallprevail.

Section18. The Governmentand the United Nations may enter into
such supplementaryagreementsas may be necessaryto fulfill the purposesof
this Agreement.

Section19. Wherever this Agreement imposes obligations on the ap-
propriate Ethiopianauthorities, the ultimate responsibility for the fulfillment
of suchobligationsshall restwith the Government.

Section20. This Agreementshallbe interpretedin the light of its primary
purposeto enablethe ECA fully andefficiently to dischargeits responsibilities
and to fulfill its objectives.

Article IX
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Section21, (a) Any disputebetweenthe United Nations and Ethiopia
concerningthe interpretationor applicationof this Agreementor of any sup-
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plementaryagreement,which is not settledby negotiationor other agreedmode
of settlement,shallbereferredfor final decisionto a tribunal of threearbitrators,
one to be namedby the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations, one to be
namedby the Governmentof Ethiopia, andthe third to be chosenby thetwo,
or, if they shouldfail to agreeupon a third, thenby thePresidentof the Interna-
tional Court of Justice.

(b) TheSecretaryGeneralof the UnitedNations or Ethiopiamay ask the
GeneralAssemblyto requestof the InternationalCourt of Justicean advisory
opinion on anylegal questionarisingin thecourseof suchproceedings. Pending
the receipt of the opinion of the Court, an interim decision of the arbitral
tribunal shall be observedby both Parties. Thereafter, the arbitral tribunal
shall rendera final decision,having regardto the opinion of the Court.

Article X

PROVISIONS

Section22. Consultationswith respectto modificationsof this Agreement
shallbe enteredinto at therequestof the Governmentor of the United Nations,
any such modifications shall be by mutualconsent.

Section23. This Agreementand any supplementaryagreemententered
into betweenthe Governmentandthe United Nations within the scopeof its
terms of reference,shall ceaseto be in force six months after either of the
ContractingPartiesshall havegiven notice in writing to the otherof its decision
to terminate the Agreement,except as regardsthose provisions which may
apply to the normal cessationof the activities of the ECA in Ethiopia andthe
disposalof its property.

Section24. This Agreementshall be signed and shall enter into force
on the dateof ratification by the Governmentin accordancewith its constitu-
tional processes.

DONE in the English languagein duplicate at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on
June18, 1958.

FortheUnitedNations, For the Imperial
on behalfof theSecretary-General Ethiopian Government:

of the United Nations:

Philippe DE SEYNES Yilma DERESSA

UnderSecretaryGeneral Minister for Foreign Affairs
for EconomicandSocial Affairs
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